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Pr ef ace

In 1945 the Anerican and British armes captured the archives of
the German Foreign O fice which had been evacuated from Berlin. Use of
the archives for intelligence purposes began immediately. Later, it
becanme evident that the docunments concerning the ains and nethods of
German foreign policy should be published for the enlightenment of world
opi ni on, including Gernan opinion.

In June 1946 the Departnment of State and the British Foreign Ofice
agreed to sponsor jointly the publication of approximtely twenty vol unes
of documents illustrative of German foreign policy from 1918 to 1945. The
French Governnent subsequently becane a party to this agreement. The
docunents were to be printed in the original Gernan, and the nore
important were also to be printed in English translation. It was agreed
that the selection and editing were to be performed on the basis of the
hi ghest scholarly objectivity and that, to secure an authoritative and
scholarly docunentary record of German foreign policy, the services of
private scholars should be enlisted, as well as the services of scholars
in government service. Each Government reserved the right to publish
separately any portion of the docunents.

The Department of State has decided to publish separately the npst
significant docunents bearing on Gernan-Soviet relations during 1939-
1941. This collection has been made by the Washington editors of the
docunents, Raynond Janes Sontag and Janmes Stuart Beddi e, assisted by Jean
Brownel | Dul aney.
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Editors' Foreword

The weditors have selected for publication at this tinme all
docunents essential to an understanding of the political relations



bet ween Nazi Gernany and the Soviet Union fromthe first efforts to reach
an agreenent in the spring of 1939 to the outbreak of war in June 1941
The larger publication sponsored by the Anmerican, British, and French
Governnents will include additional details, as well as documents which
throw light incidentally on Russo-German relations, but which are
concerned with other subjects. The lengthy agreenents defining frontiers,
and the bulky details of economic relations, have been left to the |arger
publication. Docunments summarizing econonmic negotiations have, however,
been included. Each document has been printed in full, w thout om ssions
or alterations.

The translations, except for a few prepared by the editors, were
made by the Central Translating Division of the Department of State, and
revised by the editors.

The editors have had conplete independence in their work and final
responsibility for the selection of relevant documents.

RAYMOND JAMES SONTAG
JAVES STUART BEDDI E
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LI ST OF PRI NCl PAL PERSONS



ALFIERI, Dino, ltalian Anbassador in Gernany

ASTAKHOV, Ceorgei, Counsel or of Enbassy of the Soviet Embassy in Germany

BECK, Josef, Polish Mnister of Foreign Affairs

BLUCHER, Dr. Wpert, German Mnister in Finland

Cl ANO, Count Gal eazzo, Italian Mnister of Foreign Affairs

CRIPPS, Sir Stafford, British Arbassador in the Soviet Union

DEKANCSOV, M adinmir G, Deputy People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs of
the Soviet Union, later Soviet Anbassador in Gernany

GAUS, Dr. Friedrich Wlhelm Under State Secretary, Head of the Legal
Di vision of the German Foreign Ofice

GORI NG, Hermann, Reichsmarshal, Reich Air Mnister and Conmander-i n- Chi ef

of the Air Force

GRUNDHERR, Dr. von, Mnister, Head of the Baltic and Scandi navi an Section
of the Political Division of the German Foreign Ofice

HENCKE, Andor, Under State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice

HEWEL, WAlter, Representative of the Reich Foreign Mnister on the staff
of the Fihrer

H LGER, Gustav, Counsel or of Legation, |ater Counsel or of Enmbassy in the
German Enbassy in the Soviet Union

H TLER, Adol f, Fiuhrer of the German Rei ch and Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces

JODL, Major General Alfred, Chief of Operations Staff
(Wehr macht f hr ungsst ab) of the Gernman Hi gh Conmand

KEI TEL, Marshal W/ helm Chief of the H gh Conmand of the Arned Forces
(KW

KOLLONTAY, Al exandra, Soviet Mnister in Sweden

KOSTRING Lieut. CGeneral Ernst, Mlitary Attaché of the Gernman Enbassy in
t he Sovi et Union

LI TVI NOV, Maxi m Soviet Conm ssar for Foreign Affairs to May 3, 1939

MACKENSEN, Hans Georg von, Gernman Anbassador in Italy

MATSUOKA, Yosuke, Japanese Foreign M nister

MEI SSNER, Dr. Oto, Mnister of State and Head of the Presidential
Chancel | ery (Praesidial kanzl ei)

MEREKALOV, Al exei, Soviet Anmbassador in Cermany

M KOYAN, Anastas |., Soviet Conmmi ssar for Foreign Trade; Deputy Chairnan
of the Council of People's Comissars

MOLOTOV, Wacheslav M, Chairnan, |ater Deputy Chairman of the Council of
Peopl e' s Commi ssars of the Soviet Union; Comm ssar for Foreign
Affairs from May 3, 1939

MJUSSOLI NI, Benito, Head of the Italian Governnent

OSHI MA, Hiroshi, Japanese Anbassador in Gernmany

OIT, Ceneral Eugen, German Anbassador in Japan
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PAPEN, Franz von, Gernan Anbassador in Turkey

POTEMKIN, M adimr, Soviet Deputy Comnmi ssar for Foreign Affairs

RAEDER, Grand Adniral Erich, Comrander-in-Chief of the Gernan Navy

RI BBENTROP, Joachi m von, Reich Foreign M nister

RITTER, Dr. Karl, Ambassador on special assignment in the German Foreign
Ofice, in charge of econom c warfare questions

ROSSO, Augusto, Italian Anbassador in the Soviet Union

SCHLI EP, Dr., Counselor of Legation, Head of the Eastern European Section
of the Political Division of the German Foreign Ofice.

SCHM DT, Dr. Paul Oto Gustav, Mnister, Chief of the Bureau of the Reich
Foreign Mnister, interpreter in diplonmatic negotiations

SCHNURRE, Dr. Karl, Counselor of Legation, later Mnister, head of the
Eastern European and Baltic Section of the Conmercial Policy



Di vision of the German Foreign Ofice

SCHULENBURG, Friedrich Werner, Count von der, German Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on

SCHWERI N- KROSI &K, Lutz, Count von, Reich Finance M nister

SHKVARTSEV, Al exander, Sovi et Anbassador in Gernmany

SKI RPA, Kazys, Lithuanian Mnister in Gernany

SOBOLEV, Arkady A., General Secretary of the Soviet Conmm ssariat for
Foreign Affairs

STALIN, Josef, Chairman of the Council of People's Comm ssars of the
Sovi et Uni on

STElI NHARDT, Laurence A., United States Anbassador in the Soviet Union

STRANG, Sir WIlliam Head of British Mssion to the Soviet Union

Tl PPELSKI RCH, Werner von, Counselor of Enbassy, later Mnister in the
German Enbassy in the Soviet Union

VI SHI NSKY, Andrei, Deputy Commi ssar for Foreign Affairs of the Sovi et
Uni on

WARLI MONT, General Walter, Deputy Chief of the Operations Staff
(Wehr macht f ihr ungsst ab) of the German Hi gh Command ( OKW

VI ZSACKER, Ernst, Baron von, State Secretary in the German Foreign
Ofice

WEHL, Emi| Karl Josef, Mnisterialdirektor, Head of the Conmmrerci al
Policy Division of the Gernman Foreign Ofice

WOERMANN, Dr. Ernst, Under State Secretary, Head of the Political
Di vision of the German Foreign Ofice

WUORI MAA, Aarne, Finnish Mnister in Gernany
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ANALYTI CAL LI ST OF DOCUMENTS

| . TENTATI VE EFFORTS TO | MPROVE GERMAN- SOVI ET RELATI ONS, APRIL 17- AUGUST

14, 1939
Dat e Subj ect Page
1939
Apr. 17 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 1

O fice (Wizsacker)
Conversation with the Soviet Anbassador who, after
di scussing Soviet contracts wth Skoda, suggests the
possibility of inproved Soviet-German rel ations.
May 4 The Gernman Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to 2
the German Foreign Ofice
The significance of the replacenment of Litvinov by
Mol ot ov.
May 5 Foreign O fice Menorandum 3
The Soviet Charge, Astakhov, suggests to Schnurre
the revival of economic negotiations and stresses the
significance of Mol otov's appointnent.
May 9 Foreign O fice Menorandum 3
Ast akhov expresses pleasure at the changed tone of
the Gernman press.

May 17 Foreign O fice Menorandum 4
Ast akhov i s skeptical concerning the prospects of an
Angl o- Sovi et agreenent, and is optimstic on the
i mprovenent of Soviet-CGerman rel ations.
May 20 Menmor andum by the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union 5

( Schul enbur g)
Mol ot ov says the construction of "political bases”
must precede new econom c negotiations; he refuses to




el abor at e.

May 21 The State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice 7
(Wei zsacker)to the German Anbassador in the Sovi et
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
Schul enburg to take no action.
May 22 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 8
the State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker)
An analysis of political currents in Mscow.
May 27 The State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice 9
(Wei zsacker) to the Gernman Anbassador in the Sovi et
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
Germany hesitates to nmake advances until the outcone
of the Soviet negotiations with Britain and France is
known.
May 29 Foreign O fice Menorandum 11
Argunments for and against negotiations wth the
US SR
Foreign O fice Menorandum
A proposal that Wizsacker explore the possibility
of agreenent.
Page X
| . TENTATI VE EFFORTS TO | MPROVE GERVAN SOVI ET RELATI ONS, APRIL 17- AUGUST
14, 1939- Conti nued
Dat e Subj ect Page
1939
May 30 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 12
O fice (Wizsacker)
Bot h Wei zsacker and Astakhov, in conversation on
economi ¢ questions, hint that a Gernan-Soviet political
agreement is desirable and possible.
May 30 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 15
(Wi zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
A telegraphic summary of the above conversation;
Germany has decided to undertake negoti ati ons.
May 30 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 17
(Wei zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g) .
Hilger may begin economc negotiations; political
qgquestions are to be referred to Berlin.
June 5 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 18
the State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker)
Contends that, in the interview of My 20, Ml otov
had not rejected a German-Soviet political agreenent;
rather, he had alnost invited political discussions.
June 15 Foreign O fice Menorandum 20
The Bulgarian Mnister reports a conversation wth
Ast akhov on Sovi et foreign policy.
June 18 The Gernman Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to 21

the German Foreign Ofice

The Soviet CGovernnent is skeptical of  Gernman
sincerity. Enclosure: Mkoyan tells Hilger that the German
reply on economic negoti ati ons is " not entirely




favorable."

June 27 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 24
the German Foreign Ofice
Stresses the Soviet fear that Germany is pushing
econom c negotiations only to block an Anglo-Soviet
agreenent and that Germany will allow the negotiations to
| apse when this objective is achieved.
June 29 Foreign O fice Menorandum 25
Hitler orders negotiations with the U S.S. R ended.
June 29 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 26
the German Foreign Ofice
A conversation wth Mlotov, who, while still
suspi ci ous, shows desire to maintain contact with Germany.
June 30 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 27
(Wei zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
No further action is to be taken for the nonent on
political or econonic negotiation.
Page Xl
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14, 1939- Conti nued
Dat e Subj ect Page
1939
July 3 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 28
the German Foreign Ofice
Details of the conversation of June 28 wth Ml otov.
July 12 The Counsel or of Enbassy of the Gernman Enbassy in the 28
Sovi et Union (Tippelskirch) to the Gernan Anbassador
in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)
After conversations in Berlin, he concludes that
there is no definite political opinion on the problem of
negotiations with the U S. S R
July 22 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 30
the German Foreign Ofice
The Soviet press announces the opening of economc
negoti ati ons.
July 27 Foreign O fice Menorandum 32
Schnurre, in conversation with Astakhov and Babarin,
expl ores problens of German-Soviet relations.
July 29 The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Gernman Anbassador in the 36
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Schul enburg is to discover Mlotov's views on the
above conversation, and, if Mlotov abandons his reserve,
to state that Germany is prepared to respect Soviet
interests in Poland and the Baltic States.
Aug. 3 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 37
(Wi zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
Schnurre will tell Astakhov that Germany is ready
for nmore concrete di scussions.
Aug. 3 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the 37
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Germany nust know whether or not the US SR is
prepared to settle all problens, so that Gernan policy can
be adjusted to neet the Soviet position.
Aug. 4 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 39




Aug. 7

Aug. 10

Page Xl |

the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov, abandoning reserve, expresses hope for

i mproved relations, but says that proofs of a changed

German attitude are | acking.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
Counsel or of Legation Schliep of the German Foreign
Ofice
Schul enburg conments privately on British and French

negotiations with the US. S R, on Soviet mstrust of

Germany, and on current gossip in Mbscow.

Foreign O fice Menorandum
Schnurre warns Astakhov that Soviet interests in

Pol and can be protected only by a Gernman-Sovi et agreenent

concl uded before the outbreak of war; Astakhov says the

negotiations with Britain were begun by the Soviets
wi thout enthusiasm and only as protection against

Ger many.
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Subj ect

Page

1939
Aug. 14

Aug. 14

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker)
Reviews the situation in Mscow to justify his
belief that haste should be avoi ded.
The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
In accordance wth instructions, Astakhov tells
Schnurre that the Soviet Governnent w shes to di scuss each
group of questions, by stages.

I'l. AGREEMENT ACHI EVED, AUGUST 14- AUGUST 23, 1939
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Dat e

Subj ect

Page

1939
Aug. 14

Aug. 16

Aug. 16

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Schul enburg to tell Mol ot ov  t hat i deol ogi ca
di fferences do not exclude friendly cooperation; that all
questions fromthe Baltic to the Bal kans can be settled
that the western denocracies are the natural enenies of
both Germany and the U S. S.R; that, since war may cone
soon, inmmediate clarification of relations is desirable;
that Ribbentrop is prepared to come to Mscow to
negoti at e.
The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

On August 15, Mdlotov says he is now convinced of
German sincerity, but believes adequate preparation should
precede Ri bbentrop's visit; he inquires about German views
on a non-aggression pact and on territorial questions.
Mermor andum by the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union

( Schul enbur g)

50
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Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Page

16

16

18

Xl

A detail ed account of the above conversation.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice

(Wei zsacker)

Schul enburg stresses the candor and the willingness
to negotiate shown by Mdl otov on August 15.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Union (Schul enburg)

Instructions to tell Mdlotov that Germany is ready
to conclude a non-aggression pact, to guarantee jointly
the Baltic States, and to work for inproved relations
bet ween Japan and the U S.S.R The need for haste is to be
stressed, Ribbentrop is ready to cone to Mscow at any
time after August 18 with full powers fromHtler.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Schul enburg reads Ribbentrop's offer of August 16;
Mol otov reads the Soviet reply to the German proposal s of
August 15, stressing the earlier Soviet fear of Gernan
aggression, the willingness of the U S S R to conclude a
political agreenent after the econonic agreenment had been
signed, and the need for thorough preparation before the
proposed visit of Ribbentrop.

AGREEMENT ACHI EVED, AUGUST 14- AUGUST 23, 1939-Conti nued
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Dat e

Subj ect

Page

1939
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

19

19

19

20

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to tell Mlotov imediately that speed
is essential since hostilities may begin any day; to read
him the text for the non-aggression treaty proposed by
Germany, and to state that Ribbentrop will be enpowered to
sign a protocol defining spheres of influence.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov agrees to visit of Ribbentrop on August 26
or 27 and subnmits the draft for a non-aggressi on pact.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

In the first of two interviews Mdlotov insists on
the need for thorough preparation for Ribbentrop's visit,
within a half hour Schulenburg is requested to call on
Mol otov again, in the second interview Mlotov gives the
draft of a non-aggression pact and consents to visit of
Ri bbentrop on August 26 or 27, Schul enburg assunes that
the changed attitude of Mlotov is explained by Stalin's
i ntervention.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

G ves the terms of the non-aggression pact proposed
by the Soviet CGovernnent.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Encloses a letter from Hitler to Stalin accepting
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the Soviet draft non-aggression pact, expressing the
bel i ef that agreenent on the suppl enentary protocol can be
speedily reached only if a responsible German official
comes to Moscow, urging that the inmnence of war nakes
speed essential, and requesting that Stalin receive
Ri bbentrop not l|ater than August 23.

Aug. 21 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 67

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Stresses inportance of his visit.

Aug. 21 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 67
the German Foreign Ofice

Htler's message delivered to Ml otov and necessity
for haste enphasized.

Aug. 21 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 68
the German Foreign Ofice

Stalin's answer is conciliatory; he agrees to the
arrival of Ribbentrop on August 23.

Aug. 21 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 69
the German Foreign Ofice

The text of Stalin's reply to Hitler.

Aug. 22 Full Powers to the Reich Foreign Mnister, Herr Joachim 69
von Ri bbentrop

Full powers fromHitler to Ri bbentrop.

Page XV
1. AGREEMENT ACH EVED, AUGUST 14- AUGUST 23, 1939- Conti nued
Dat e Subj ect Page
1939
Aug. 22 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 70

O fice (Wizsacker)

The Japanese Anbassador expresses uneasi ness
concerning the probable repercussions of a German-Sovi et
pact in Japan; Wi zsacker maintains that the pact was nade
necessary by the refusal of Japan to conclude a firm
al l'i ance.

Aug. 23 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Foreign Ofice 71

Requests Hitler's consent to placing Libau and
Wndau in Soviet sphere of influence.

Aug. 23 The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Reich Foreign Mnister 72

Hitler agrees to above.

Aug. 24 Mermor andum of a Conversation Held on the Ni ght of August 72
23d to 24th, Between the Reich Foreign Mnister on

the One Hand, and Herr Stalin and the Chairman of

the Council of People's Comissars Ml otov, on the

O her Hand

Di scussion of Soviet relations wth Japan, the
aspirations of Italy in the Balkans, the strength and
weakness of Britain and France, the Anti-Conmintern Pact,
and the natural synpathy between the German people and the
peoples of the U S.S.R; toasts at the conclusion of the
di scussi on.

Aug. 23 Treaty of Non-aggressi on Between Germany and the Uni on of 76

Sovi et Socialist Republics

Each government pledges itself not to attack, not to
support attack against, and not to join any grouping of
powers directed against, the other contracting party; each



Aug. 23

promi ses to consult the other on all questions of conmon
i nterest.
Secret Additional Protoco

The Northern boundary of Lithuania to be the
boundary between the German and Soviet spheres of
i nfluence, this boundary in Poland to be the line of the
rivers Narew, Vistula, San, whether there is to be an
i ndependent Poland will be deternined later by friendly
agreenment; in Southeastern Europe, Germany declares her
political disinterestedness in those areas, while the
interest of the U S.S.R in Bessarabia is affirned.

THE PACT EXECUTED AND AMENDED, AUGUST 23- SEPTEMBER 28, 1939

78

Dat e

Subj ect

Page

1939

Aug. 23

Page XV

The Reich Finance Mnister (Schwerin-Krosigk) to the Reich

Forei gn M ni ster

Ci ano says that despite the Gernan-Soviet pact,
Britain and France will fight and that the Axis is not
prepared for the war of attrition which would ensue;
Schwerin-Krosigk says Hitler did not believe there would
be a war with Britain and France, Ciano replies that he is
aware of that, but he believes Htler is wong.

THE PACT EXECUTED AND AMENDED, AUGUST 23- SEPTEMBER 28, 1939-
Cont i nued

79

Dat e

Subj ect

Page

1939
Aug. 25

Aug. 25

Aug. 29

Sept. 2

Letter fromHitler to Miussolini

Htler maintains that the refusal of Japan to
concl ude a general al li ance and t he unbear abl e
provocations of Poland necessitated the pact wth the
US SR; now, in case of war the favorable attitude of
the U S SR is assured, Rumania cannot intervene, and
Turkey must revise her position; war nay come any hour
Letter from Miussolini to Htler

Mussol i ni approves the Gernan-Soviet pact; he
understands the German position regarding Poland, if
Germany attacks, and the allies of Poland counterattack,
Italy can intervene only if Gernany supplies arns and raw
mat eri al s.
Foreign O fice Menorandum

By the Gernman-Soviet Trade Agreenent of August 19
Germany will export machi nes, machine tools, and munitions
to the US SR, receiving raw nmaterials in exchange,
particularly lunber, <cotton, feed grain, oil cake,
phosphate, platinum raw furs, and petrol eum
The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the Gernman Foreign Ofice

After consultation with Stalin, Mlotov says Soviet
relations with Turkey are good, and that the Soviet
Governnent is prepared to work for pernmanent Turkish
neutrality as Germany desires.
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Sept. 3 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 86
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)
Expects decisive defeat of Polish Army in a few
weeks, instructions to suggest to Molotov the advisability
at proper tinme of mlitary occupation of Soviet sphere of
i nfluence.
Sept. 5 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 87
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov deprecates premature occupation of Soviet
sphere.
Sept. 5 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 87
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov says the Soviet Governnent is using its
consi derabl e influence with Turkey in the sense desired by
Ger many.
Sept. 6 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 88
the German Foreign Ofice
The sudden shift of Soviet policy toward Gernany is
reflected in the conpletely changed tone of organs of
public opinion; the population is still bewldered by the
shift and fearful of war, but the Soviet CGovernnent has a
ways previously been able to direct popular attitudes.
Sept. 9 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 89
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov extends congratulations on the entry of
Gernman troops into Warsaw.
Page XV
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1939
Sept. 9 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the 89
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Instructions to suggest again to Mlotov the need
for information on Soviet mlitary intentions in Poland.
Sept. 9 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 90
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov says that Soviet military action will take
place in the next few days.
Sept. 9 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 90
the Gernman Foreign Ofice
Descri bes Soviet military preparations.
Sept. 10 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 91
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov says the Soviet CGovernnent was not prepared
for the swift German victory, the Red Arny is not vet
ready to advance; the Soviet Government, to avoid the
appearance of aggression, would justify its mlitary
action by saying that Ukrainians and Wite Russians were
t hreat ened by Gernmany.
Sept. 13 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the 92
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Denies runors of an armstice between Germany and
Pol and.
Sept. 14 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 92




the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov wi shes to know when Warsaw will fall so that
he may say Poland has collapsed and Russian mnorities
require protection.

Sept. 15 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the 93

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Warsaw is expected to fall in the next few days;
suggests the text for a joint German-Soviet communiqué,
states that the justification for Soviet nmilitary action
suggested by Mlotov would expose the two states as
eneni es before the whole worl d.

Sept. 16 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 95
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov says Soviet nmilitary action is inmnent, he
sees no reason for a joint communi qué; he requests that
Germany accept the proposed justification of Soviet action
in view of the difficult position of the Soviet
CGover nnent .

Sept. 17 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 96
the German Foreign Ofice

Stalin says the Red Arnmy will cross the frontier
today, he alters the text of the note to be handed the
Pol i sh Anbassador so that it is satisfactory to Gernany.
Sept. 17 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to 97

the German Foreign Ofice
Stalin says that an assistance pact with Turkey is being
negoti ated; he believes the pact advantageous since it
woul d i nsure Turkish neutrality.
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Sept. 18 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 97

O fice ( Wi zsacker)

Ri bbentrop should discuss the proposed Turkish-
Sovi et agreement with the Italians; we should concur only
if the USSR is not obligated to action against
Germany, Italy, and Bul gari a.

Sept. 18 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 98
the German Foreign Ofice

Stalin doubts if German H gh Command will wthdraw
to agreed line; Schulenburg requests authority to renove
hi s doubt s.

Sept. 18 Menmor andum by Counsel or of Legation Hilger of the Gernan 98

Enbassy in the Soviet Union

Descri bes revision by Stalin of communi qué proposed
by Germany, Stalin considered the German version too
frank; German draft and Stalin's draft are appended.

Sept. 19 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 101

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to tell Stalin that Gernman agreenents
with the US.SSR wll be kept, they are the foundation of
friendly rel ati ons between Germany and the U S. S. R
Sept. 20 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 101




the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov  proposes negotiations in Mscow for a
definitive Polish settlenent.
Sept. 23 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 102
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
WIllingness to come to Moscow to effect a definitive
Polish settl enent.
Sept. 25 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 102
the German Foreign Ofice
Stalin proposes that Germany waive <claim to
Lithuania in return for a larger part of Polish territory,
Stalin requests assent to immediate solution of the
problem of the Baltic countries.
Sept. 27 The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Gernman Enbassy in the 103
Sovi et Uni on
The U.S.S.R has demanded an alliance with Estonia
and naval and air bases.
Sept. 27 The German Foreign Ofice to the Gernman Enbassy in the 104
Sovi et Uni on
The Finnish Foreign Mnister states that Finland

wi Il never accept demands such as the U S.S. R has inposed
on Estoni a.
Sept. 27 The German Foreign Ofice to the German Enbassy in the 104
Sovi et Uni on
The Estonian CGovernnent will negotiate in Mscow,

they will seek a reduction of Soviet demands.
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Sept. 27- Ti met abl e of Ri bbentrop's Second Visit to Mdscow 105
29
Sept. 28 Ger man- Sovi et Boundary and Friendship Treaty 105

The text of the public treaty defining boundaries in
the territory of Poland; interference by third powers will
be rejected.

Sept. 28 Confidential Protocol 106
Providing for exchange of nationals residing within

the territories under the jurisdiction of the two powers.

Sept. 28 Secret Suppl enentary Protocol 107
Li thuani a, except for territory in the southwest, is

within the Russian sphere of influence; the province of

Lublin and parts of the province of Warsaw are in the

German sphere; econom ¢ agreenments between Lithuania and

Germany will not be affected by Soviet action

Sept. 28 Secret Suppl enentary Protocol 107
Both Germany and the U S S R wll suppress any

Pol i sh agitation.

Sept. 28 Decl aration of the Governnent of the Gernan Reich and the 108
Governnent of the U S. S.R of Septenber 28, 1939
Affirmng that peace should be restored in Europe

now t hat the Polish problemis definitively settled.

Sept. 28 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Chairman of the Council 108

of People's Conmm ssars of the Soviet Union (Ml otov)




Sept. 28

An agreenent to begin negotiations for a new trade
treaty.
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Chairman o~ the Counci

of People's Conm ssars of the Soviet Union (Ml otov)

Confirmng a Soviet promise to facilitate Gernan
transit traffic through the US. SR, with Rumania, lran
Af ghani stan, and the Far East, confirmng also a Soviet
agreenment on the delivery of oil
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The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to suggest once nore to Mdlotov the
desirability of Soviet pressure to prevent the alliance of
Turkey with Britain and France.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Ambassador in

Tur key (Papen)

Instructions to use every effort to prevent the
alliance of Turkey with Britain and France.
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1939
Cct. 2

Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign

O fice (Wizsacker)

The Finnish Mnister asks what significance the
German- Sovi et  agreenments have for Finland. Wi zsacker
replies that Germany wshes friendly relations wth
Fi nl and.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov says he intends to tell the Lithuanian
Foreign Mnister that the US SR is wlling to give
Vilna to Lithuania and also that Lithuania nust cede a
portion of its territory to Germany. Schulenburg fears
this wll make Germany appear a "robber" while the
U S.S.R appears a donor
The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov says the U S SR is wusing its influence
with Turkey in the desired direction
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to request Ml otov not to speak of the
strip of Lithuanian territory.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov  says that he had already told the
Lithuanians of the territory which nust go to Germany,
that the Lithuanians had been dismayed by the news, and
that Stalin requests Germany not to insist on cession at
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Cct. 5
Cct. 5
Cct. 7
Cct. 8
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this tinme.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

The German Mnister to Lithuania is to state that,
in the negotiations at Modscow, Gernmany recomended the
cession of Vilna to Lithuania, and reserved the right to a
smal|l strip of Lithuanian territory, he is to say that the
Reich Governnent does not wsh to raise the latter
question at this tine.

Memor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign
Ofice (Wizsacker)

The Lithuanian M nister expresses satisfaction with
the Gernman expl anation, as given above.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to enphasize to Mlotov that if the
U S.S.R concludes an assistance pact wth Turkey, any
obligation to give assistance against GCernany nust be
expressly and publicly excluded; otherw se the confidence
of the German people in the Gernan-Soviet agreenents wll
be shaken.

The Chairman of the Council of People's Conm ssars of the
Soviet Union (Mdlotov) to the Gernan Anbassador in
the Sovi et Union (Schul enburg)

If Soviet troops are stationed in Lithuania, they
will not occupy the strip reserved for GCernmany; GCernany
wil determne when the agreenent concerning this
territory is to be inplenented.
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Cet. ? Foreign O fice Menorandum 119
Schnurre is to seek increased deliveries of raw
materials by and through the U S. S. R
Cct. 9 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 120
the Gernman Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov does not believe an assistance pact will be
concluded with Turkey, the aimof the Soviet CGovernnent is
to secure the full neutrality of Turkey.
Cct. 9 Memor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 121
O fice (Wizsacker)
The Finnish CGovernnent w shes to know whether
Germany is indifferent to the Soviet advance in the
Bal tic.
Cct. 9 The State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice 122
(Wi zsacker) to the Gernman M nister in Finland
(Bl Gicher)
Germany is not in a position to intervene in the
Sovi et - Fi nni sh conversati ons.
Cct. 9 Memor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 123

O fice (Wizsacker)

The Swedi sh M ni ster expresses uneasi ness concer ni ng
possi ble Soviet demands on Finland; Wizsacker replies
that Germany clains no interests there.




Cct. 10 The German M nister in Finland (Bl Ucher) to the German 123
Foreign Ofice
Because of her econonmic interests, Gernmany should
ask the U S. S. R to lessen her demands on Finl and.
Cct. 12 Memor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 124
O fice ( Wi zsacker)
The Bulgarian Mnister states that Mlotov's offer
to conclude a nutual assistance pact has been rejected.
Cct. 18 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the | 124
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)
In a speech soon to be delivered on foreign affairs,
Ri bbentrop wishes to refute the British claim that in
Mbscow he had asked for, and had been refused, Soviet
mlitary assistance the text of this portion of the speech
is given; it includes a direct quotation of Stalin on the
Soviet need for a strong Germany, and on the parallel
interests of Germany and the U S SR in case of war
bet ween Gernmany and the Western denocraci es.
Cct. 19 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 126
the German Foreign Ofice
Stalin approves the account of the negotiations in
Moscow, he requests a nodification of the direct quotation
so that the comunity of Soviet-German interests is
exclusively related to the need for a strong CGermany.
Nov. 1 Memor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 127
O fice (Wizsacker)
Goring, Raeder, and Keitel conplain of the war
mat eri al s demands of the Russian delegation in Berlin.
Page XXI
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Dec. 2 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign O fice 127
(Wi zsacker) to Gernman M ssi ons Abroad
In conversations regarding the Finnish-Russian
conflict avoid any anti-Soviet note; rather, justify the
Sovi et acti on.
Dec. 5 Menmor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 128
Ofice ( Wizsacker)
Keitel conplains of friction along the Soviet
frontier, particularly in connection with the expul sion of
Jews into Soviet territory.
Dec. 5 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 128
O fice (Wizsacker)
Keitel again conplains that Soviet demands for the
delivery of Gernman products are increasingly volum nous
and unreasonable; the Foreign Ofice intends to curb the
Sovi et denands.
Dec. 6 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 129
(Wi zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
German mi ssions abroad have again been instructed to
support the Soviet point of viewin the Finnish conflict.
Dec. 11 Menmor andum by the Reich Foreign Mnister 130

In conversations with the Soviet Anbassador, he




1940
Feb. 26
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protests and refutes the Tass report of German delivery of
munitions to Finland; he also intimtes that Soviet
demands for nilitary supplies are excessive.

Foreign O fice Menorandum Menorandum on the German- Sovi et
Commer ci al Agreenent Signed on February 11, 1940
Schnurre sumarizes the pronmised deliveries of

Soviet raw materials and enphasizes the sacrifices these
deliveries wll entail for the US S R; he tells of
difficulties which were surnounted in the negotiation of
the agreenment, and of those which may arise in its
execution, he concludes that the Soviet deliveries, and
the transit facilities through the USSR, wil
deci sively weaken the effects of the British bl ockade.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Ri bbentrop suggests that Ml otov and, if possible,

Stalin visit Berlin.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Schul enburg does not believe Ml otov or Stalin wll

visit Berlin; they are deternined to preserve Soviet

neutrality and a visit to Berlin might precipitate a

breach of diplomatic relations or even war wth the

Western powers.

The German Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

The idea of a visit to Berlin is dropped for the
present.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Notification of, and justification for, the Gernman

i nvasi on of Norway and Denmark, to be presented to Ml otov

on April 9.
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1940
Apr. 9

Apr. 11

Apr. 13

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov notified of invasion; he declares that the
Soviet CGovernnent understands the GCerman action, and
wi shes CGermany conpl ete success in her defensive neasures.
Menmor andum by the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union

( Schul enbur g)

For some tinme the attitude of the Soviet CGovernnent
towards Germany had become increasingly aloof; wth the
i nvasion of Norway, that attitude suddenly became npst
friendly, Schulenburg believes that the Soviet Government
had feared war with the Wstern powers, and that the
German invasion of Norway relieved these fears.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the Gernman Foreign Ofice

Mol otov urges that the continued neutrality of
Sweden is in the interests both of Germany and of the
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US S R

Apr. 15 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 141
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Germany is determined to respect Swedish neutrality.
May 7 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 141
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)
On May 10, Molotov is to be notified of the invasion
of the Netherlands, Bel gium and Luxenbourg.
May 10 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 142
the German Foreign Ofice
On notification of the invasion, Mdlotov says he
understands the Gernman action and has no doubt of its
success.
May 29 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 142
the German Foreign Ofice
The report that the Soviet Governnment has agreed to
the sending of Cripps is credible, but there is no reason
to doubt the loyalty of the U S . S.R toward Germany.
V. FRICTION IN THE BALTI C AND BALKANS, JUNE 4- SEPTEMBER 21, 1940
Dat e Subj ect Page
1940
June 4 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 144
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov wi shes to know i f Mackensen's statenent that
Bal kan problens are to be solved by cooperation anong
Germany, the U S. SR, and Italy reflects the opinion of
the German and Italian Governnents.
June 6 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 144
the German Foreign Ofice
It is clear that Ml otov hopes Mackensen's statenent
represents the official view
Page XXl I |
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June 8 The German Foreign Ofice to the Representative of the 145
German Foreign Ofice Wth the Reich Protector of
Bohem a and Moravi a
No political activities are to be carried on hy
Ukrai ni an organi zations in Greater Cermany.
June 11 Foreign O fice Menorandum 146
The Lithuanian Mnister tells of the increasing
Sovi et pressure on Lithuania.
June 14 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 147
(Wei zsacker) to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)
Instructions to discuss tactfully with Mlotov the
hostile attitude of Mnister Kollontay toward Gernany.
June 16 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Ambassador in the | 148

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Mackensen says that he only expressed the hope that




the Bal kans would remain quiet; the German attitude was
established in the Moscow agreenent.
June 16 The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Reich Foreign Mnister
Tells of Lithuanians seeking refuge in Gernany;
requests instructions.
June 16 Foreign O fice Menorandum
Hi gh Conmrand requests i nstructions regardi ng
Li t huani an troops which may seek to cross the frontier
June 16 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Foreign Ofice
Border crossings by Lithuanians are to be permtted
but not encouraged; troops are to be disarned and
i nterned.
June 16 Foreign O fice Menorandum
Htler has ordered disarmng of Lithuanian troops
who cross border; German troops returning to garrisons in
East Prussia are to avoid notice.
June 16 The Reich Foreign Mnister's Personal Staff to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice
Ri bbentrop wi shes to know at once if Baltic States
are tending to seek German support, or are formng a bloc.
June 17 The German Foreign Ofice to the Reich Foreign M nister
Revi ews cooperation between Baltic States, and
concludes there is little; there is no political
dependence on Gernmany but close econonic relations exist,
an attached nenorandum by Schnurre details the economc
i nportance of the Baltic States for Gernany.
June 17 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker) to All Gernman M ssions
Events in the Baltic States concern only those
states and the U S.S.R; avoid any partisan statenent.
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June 18 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
After expressing warnest congratulations on the
German mlitary successes, Mlotov said Soviet action in
the Baltic States was necessary to end British and French
i ntrigue; Dekanosov, Vishinsky, and Zhdanov had been sent
to negotiate the formati on of new governnents.
June 23 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov says that a solution of the Bessarabian
gquestion can no longer be delayed, and that the Soviet
cl ai m ext ends to Bucovi na.
June 24 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Sends a Tass report denying that German-Sovi et
rel ati ons have deteriorated.
June 24 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Believes Stalin is the author of the Tass report,
and that the report is preparation for the solution of the
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Bessar abi an probl em
June 24 Memor andum by the Reich Foreign Mnister for Hitler

G ves the text of the Secret Protocol of August 23,
1939, at t he tinme, he stated orally Ger man
di sinterestedness in Bessarabia: he recalls that Hitler
had authorized him if necessary to declare German
di sinterestedness as far as the Straits.

June 25 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to tell Mlotov that Germany has no
interest in Bessarabia, that Bucovina is a new question in
which Gernmany is interested because of the dense Gernan
popul ation; that the econonmic needs of Gernany require
peace in the Bal kans, and that Germany is ready to advise
Rumani a to reach a peaceful settlenent.

June 26 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Tells Molotov of Ribbentrop's views, Schul enburg has
the inpression that the claimto Bucovina may be dropped.
June 26 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

In conversation with the Italian Anbassador, Mbl otov
outlines a possible agreenent on the Bal kans, and says the
Soviet Governnment wll recognize Italian hegenony in the
Mediterranean if Italy recognizes Soviet hegenony in the
Bl ack Sea.

June 26 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov states that the Soviet demand will be
limted to northern Bucovina, and adds that he expects
German support for this denmand
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June 27 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov states that he has presented to the Runani an
Mnister the Soviet demand for Bessarabia and northern
Bucovi na.

June 27 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Foreign Ofice

Ri bbentrop says Runania is to be advised to yield;
this advice is tel ephoned to Bucharest.

July 11 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice

(Wei zsacker)

D plomats in Mdscow attribute the recent diplomatic
activity of the US. SR to a conviction that the war wll
soon end; further noves are expected in the Baltic states,
Turkey, and lran
July 13 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov  states that Stalin acknow edges the
obligation to cede the strip of Lithuanian territory, but
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hopes Germany will not insist on the cession
July 13 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

On i nstructions from Stalin, Mol ot ov gi ves
Schul enburg a nmenorandum sunmarizing a conversation
between Stalin and Cripps, in which Stalin rebuffed all
efforts to separate the U S.S. R from Gernmany.

July 22 Foreign O fice Menorandum

The Lithuanian Mnister hands Wernann a strong
letter of protest against Soviet activities in Lithuania,
whi ch are described in detail; Wermann consents to ask if
Ri bbentrop will receive the letter
July 22 Foreign O fice Menorandum

The Latvian Mnister presents a sinmlar letter of
prot est.

July 24 Foreign O fice Menorandum

Wermann returns the above letters, and refuses to
accept a simlar letter fromthe Estonian Mnister
July 29 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov requests i nformation on t he recent
di scussions of Germany and Italy with Bal kan statesnen;
Schul enburg replies that he will request infornmation
July 30 The State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice

(Wei zsacker) to the Gernman Anbassador in the Sovi et

Uni on ( Schul enbur g)

Instructions to tell Mdlotov the conversations
resulted from German advice that Rumania negotiate
directly concerning the demands of Hungary and Bul garia
for territorial revision.
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Aug. 2 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to inform Mlotov that Germany wi shes
to know what is offered as conpensati on before considering
the Soviet request concerning the strip of Lithuanian
territory.

Aug. 6 Memor andum by the Reich Foreign Mnister on the Reception
of the Soviet Anmbassador

Ri bbentrop protests strongly against an article
entitled "German Conmuni sts Against Dictate at Conpi egne"”
whi ch appeared in a Ri ga newspaper
Aug. 9 The Gernman Foreign O fice to the German Enbassy in the

Soviet Union and the German Legation in Lithuania

The facilities granted Lithuania in the Menel Free
Port will be discontinued; they would lead to politically
dangerous Soviet privileges on German territory.

Aug. 13 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov proposes financial conpensation for the
strip of Lithuanian territory.
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Aug. 14

Aug. 30

Aug. 31

Sept. 1

Page XXVI |

Menmor andum by the Reich Foreign Mnister

The Soviet Anmbassador says that the newspaper
article, against which R bbentrop protested on August 6,
appeared as a result of a misunderstanding which will not
be repeat ed.
The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov subnmits a protest against the denial of the
rights of the Lithuanian Soviet Republic in the Menel Free
Port Zone.
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)

Instructions to inform Mlotov that, by the Vienna
Award CGermany and Italy have effected a peaceful
settlenment of the territorial clains of Hungary against
Rumani a; that Bulgarian clainms against Rumania are being
settled by direct negotiations; that Germany and Italy
have guaranteed the territory of Rumania within the new
frontiers; and that Germany assunes the Soviet Government
will welcone this contribution to peace.
The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov receives the news of the Vienna Award with
reserve, and points out that the U S. S R had not been
consulted as required in questions of interest to both
countries by article 3 of the Treaty of Non-aggression
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Sept. 3

Sept. 4

Sept. 5

Sept. 6

Sept. 10

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to inform Mlotov in witing that,
since Soviet interests had been satisfied by the cession
of Bessarabia, there were no comon interests and
therefore no obligation to consult; that the Soviet
Governnment had given no notice, or only perfunctory
notice, bhefore acting in the Baltic and in Bessarabia; and
that, without notice, the US S.R had taken the part of
Li t huani a pronised to Germany.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Suggests nodifications in statement to be given to
Mol ot ov.

The German Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Sovi et Government to be thanked for use of the base
on the Mrman Coast, which the German Navy no | onger
needs.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)

Approves mnor changes in statenent to be given to
Mol ot ov.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
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Sept. 10

Sept. 16

Sept. 16

Sept. 21

Page XXVI | |

the German Foreign Ofice

On receipt of statement, Ml otov says that a witten
reply will be given, and maintains that the Gernman actions
were not entirely loyal since the US S R is obviously
interested in Rumani a and Hungary.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov notes with interest the Gernan wllingness
to surrender, for a suitable conpensation, its territorial
claimin Lithuania.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)

Instructions to tell Mlotov casually, on Septenber
21, that German troops are being noved to northern Norway
t hr ough Fi nl and.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Mnister in

Fi nl and (Bl tcher)

Instructions to informthe Finnish Foreign Secretary
on Septenber 21 that notice of the troop novenents has
been given in Mdscow.

Menmor andum by the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union

( Schul enbur g)

In delivering the aide-némbire below, Mol otov
repeat edly enphasi zed that article 3 of the Treaty of Non-
aggression could be annulled if it was not satisfactory to
Cer many.

V. FRICTION I N THE BALTI C AND BALKANS, JUNE 4- SEPTEMBER 21, 1940-

Cont i nued
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188

189

189

Dat e

Subj ect

Page

1940
Sept. 21

The Peopl e's Conmi ssariat of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet
Union to the Gernman Enbassy in the Soviet Union
Ai de-nénoire (enclosure to the above) stating that
the U S SR has interests in Hungary and Runania, that
the U S.S.R should therefore have been consulted, and
that the Soviet CGovernnent is prepared to annul or nodify
article 3 if Germany so desires.

190
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Dat e Subj ect Page
1940
Sept. 25 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Enbassy in the 195
Sovi et Uni on
Instructions to tell Mlotov that warnongering
agitation in Anmerica has resulted in a mlitary alliance
between GCermany Italy, and Japan, which is in no way
directed against the U S S.R; and to say that a letter
will soon be sent to Stalin inviting Mdl otov to Berlin.
Sept. 26 Foreign O fice Menorandum 196

Schnurre states that German deliveries of mlitary
supplies to the U S.S.R are lagging and that as a result
the suspension of Soviet deliveries may be expected;




Hitler nust decide whether Gernan deliveries to the
US SR are to have a priority.
Sept. 27 The Gernman Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov on hearing of the Three Power Pact, requests
the text, including any secret clauses; he also requests
the text of the agreement permtting transit of Gernan
troops through Finland, he expresses satisfaction at the
pronmise of a letter to Stalin and of an invitation to
Berlin.
Sept. 28 Foreign O fice Menorandum

Schnurre reviews the lag in German deliveries to
Russia, and stresses the serious consequences for the
German econony, if Soviet deliveries should be suspended.
Cct. 2 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Enbassy in the

Sovi et Uni on

Instructions to give Mlotov the text of the
agreement with Finland; and to tell himthat the conplete
text of the Three Power Pact has been published, and that,
since the Pact was not directed against the U S S R,
there was no obligation to consult.
Cct. 4 The Gernman Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov requests further information on the novenent
of German troops through Finland, and says he wll study
the German views on the Three Power Pact.
Cct. 8 Foreign O fice Menorandum

Germany must intervene to prevent the U S. SR from
gai ning control over the Petsanp nickel concession.
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199

201

203

205
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Page

1940
Cct. 9 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Enbassy in the

Sovi et Uni on

Casually inform Molotov that runors of the mlitary
occupation of Rumania by German troops are false; only a
German military mission, with certain instruction units,
has been sent at the request of the Rumani an government.
Cct. 10 The German Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov listens with interest to news of the German
mlitary mssion in Rumani a.
Cct. 13 Letter fromthe Reich Foreign Mnister to Stalin

Revi ews events since his visit to Mscow in August
1939 points out the gains which have resulted for both
parties from the Gernan-Soviet pact, intimtes the
desirability of nore intinate relations between the
US SR and the nenbers of the Three Power Pact; and
suggests that Mol otov visit Berlin to fornulate a common
policy.
Cct. 18 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Reports that he has given Mlotov the letter to
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207

214
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19

22

12

Stalin.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Requests reason for delivery of the letter to

Mol otov rather than to Stalin.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov woul d have been annoyed at an attenpt to

give the letter to Stalin, and Stalin would have avoi ded a

personal neeting since he has recently shown a strong

reserve in public.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the Gernman Foreign Ofice
Stalin thanks Ribbentrop for his instructive

analysis of recent events, and agrees that a further

i nprovenent of relations is possible; Mlotov accepts

Ri bbentrop's invitation.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
For the first time, Mkoyan nmentions German delivery

of arms to Finland.

Memor andum of the Conversation Between the Reich Foreign
M nister and the Chairnman of the Council of People's
Commissars of the U S S R and People's Conm ssar
for Foreign Affairs, V. M Mlotov, in the Presence
of the Deputy People's Conmissar for Foreign
Affairs, Dekanosov, as Wl | as Counsel or of Enmbassy
H |l ger and Herr Pavlov, Wo Acted as Interpreters,
Held in Berlin on Novenber 12, 1940
Ri bbentrop reviews the mlitary situation to show

that Britain is already defeated and states that Hitler

favors an agreement on the spheres of influence of

Germany, Russia, ltaly, and Japan, Mblotov requests a nore

preci se definition of the respective spheres of influence.

THE U.S.S.R AND THE THREE POAER PACT, SEPTEMBER 25- NOVEMBER 26,

1940- Cont i nued

214

215

216

217

217

Dat e
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Page

1940
Nov.

Nov.

12

13

Menmor andum of the Conversation Between the Fihrer and the
Chairman of the Council of People' s Conmi ssars and
Peopl e's Commi ssar for Foreign Affairs, Mlotov, in
the Presence of the Reich Foreign Mnister, the
Deputy Peopl e's Conmi ssar, Dekanosov, as Well as of
Counsel or of Enbassy Hi lger and Herr Pavlov, Wo
Acted as Interpreters, on Novenber 12, 1940
Hitler, after an extended review of the world
situation, affirmse the possibility of collaboration
between the U S.S.R and the signers of the Three Power
Pact in the task of keeping America out of Europe; Mblotov
agrees that collaboration is possible but asks for precise
statenents on Finland, on the Bal kans and Turkey, and on
the meani ng of the New Order in Europe and Asia.
Menmor andum of the Conversation Between the Fiuhrer and the
Chai rman of the Council of People's Conmi ssars

226

234



Nov. 13

Nov. 15

Page XXXI

Mol otov in the Presence of the Reich Foreign

M ni ster and the Deputy People's Conm ssar for

Foreign Affairs, Dekanosov, as Wll as of Counsel or

of Enbassy Hilger and Herr Pavl ov, Wo Acted as

Interpreters, in Berlin on Novermber 13, 1940

H tler repeatedly urges an agreenent on the division
of the British Enmpire; Mlotov insists that there nust
first be recognition of Soviet interests in Finland, the

Bal kans, and in Turkey.

Menmor andum of the Final Conversation Between Reich Foreign
M ni ster von Ri bbentrop and the Chairnan of the
Counci| of People's Conm ssars of the U S.S.R and
Peopl e' s Commi ssar for Foreign Affairs, Herr
Mol ot ov, on Novenber 13, 1940
Ri bbentrop outlines a broad division of the spheres

of influence of Germany, Italy, Japan, and the U S S R,

and suggests the terns of secret agreenents defining this

division and bringing the US. SR into the Three Power

Pact; Mdlotov insists on nore specific recognition of

Soviet interests in the Baltic, in the Bal kans, at the

Straits; Ml otov approves of collaboration, but only after

a t horough under st andi ng.

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker) to all Gernman Diplomatic M ssions and
the Offices in Paris and Brussels
The visit of Mdlotov took place in an atnosphere of

mutual confidence and resulted in agreenent on al

i mportant questions.

Draft Agreenent Between the States of the Three Power
Pact, Germany, Italy, and Japan, on the One Side,
and the Soviet Union on the Other Side
A CGerman draft, providing for the adherence of the

US. S R to the Three Power Pact, and including two secret

protocols, of which one defines the spheres of influence

of each power and the other provides for free passage of

Sovi et warships through the Straits.

VI. THE U.S.S.R AND THE THREE PONER PACT, SEPTEMBER 25- NOVEMBER 26,

1940- Cont i nued

247

255

255
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Page

1940
NOV. 26

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov states that the Soviet CGovernment is
prepared to accept the draft of the Four Power Pact
provided Gernman troops are wthdrawn from Finland,
provi ded Bul garia concludes a nutual assistance pact with
the UUS.S.R and the U S . S.R acquires a base wthin range
of the Straits; and provided Japan renounces her
concessions in Northern Sakhalin; he outlines five
protocols to include these anmendnents; and he requests a
statement of the German view.
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Dat e Subj ect Page
1940
Dec. 18 Fihrer's Directive 260
Prelimnary plans for "Operation Barbarossa,"” to
crush the U S.S.R in a quick canpaign.
Dec. 31 Menmor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 264
Ofice (Wizsacker)
The Fi nni sh M ni ster i ntimtes t hat Ger man
assistance is expected in the event of a future conflict
with the US S R
1941
Jan. 7 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Ambassador in the | 264
Sovi et Union (Schul enburg), the German Ambassador in
Turkey (Papen), the German M nister in Yugoslavia
(Heeren), and the German M nister in Greece (Erbach-
Schénber g)
Strong Gernan forces are noving into Rumani a through
Hungary, for possible operations against Britain in
G eece; a reserved attitude is to be taken in
conversati on.
Jan. 7 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Ambassador in 266
Japan (Ot)
Instructions to tell the Japanese Foreign M nister
of transfer of German contingents to Rumani a.
Jan. 8 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 266
the German Foreign Ofice
Runmors are circulating concerning German troops in
Rumani a.
Jan. 10 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the | 267
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
If questioned, say troop novenents are directed
against the British in Geece.
Jan. 10 Secret Protocol 267
Settlenment of the German claim to a strip of
Li thuanian territory, signed by Ml otov and Schul enburg.
Jan 17 The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice 268
(Wi zsacker) to the Reich Foreign Mnister
The Russian Anbassador subnmits a warning that the
appearance of foreign troops in the territory of Bulgaria
and of the Straits will be regarded as a violation of
Sovi et security interests.
Page XXX |
VI'1. SOVI ET RESI STANCE TO THE GERVAN ADVANCE | N THE BALKANS, DECEMBER 18,
1940- MARCH 13, 1941- Conti nued
Dat e Subj ect Page
1941
Jan. 17 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 270

the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov expresses surprise that no answer has been
received to the statement of Novenber 25 offering Soviet
adherence to the Three Power Pact, he expects an early
reply; Schulenburg states that the issues are under
discussion with Italy and Japan; Molotov repeats the




Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Page
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22

23

27
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SOVl ET

warning concerning foreign troops in the territory of
Bul garia and of the Straits.
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the State Secretary in the

German Foreign Ofice (Wizsacker)

Instructions to inform the Soviet Anbassador that
Germany does not expect Britain to occupy the Straits, but
does expect Britain to seek a foothold in G eece; CGerman
troops will march through Bulgaria to expel the British
The Gernman Governnent adheres to the views expressed to
Mol ot ov in Berlin and is di scussi ng Mol ot ov' s
counterproposals with the Italians and Japanese.
Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign

O fice (Wizsacker)

Inforns the Soviet Anbassador as instructed by
Ri bbentrop, the Ambassador points out that this statenent
is not in agreenent with the Soviet comrunication of
January 17, Wizsacker states his belief that the Gernan
plans will serve Soviet interests.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

A simlar conversation bet ween Mbl ot ov and
Schul enbur g.

The Gernman Foreign O fice to the Gernman Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

German military strength in Runania is to be nade
known and even exagger at ed.

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Ofice

(Wi zsacker) to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet

Uni on ( Schul enbur g)

Instructions to challenge, in conversation, Geek
reports that British troops are not in Geece and that
Greece has rejected British offers to send troops.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Anbassador in the

Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

Instructions to tell Mdlotov, on February 28, that
Bulgaria will join the Three Power Pact; and to tell him
on March 1, that British action in Geece has forced a
German advance into Bul gari a.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol ot ov receives with evident concern the news that
Bul gari a has adhered to the Three Power Pact.

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Mol otov states that the German occupation of
Bul garia involves injury to Soviet security.
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RESI STANCE TO THE GERVMAN ADVANCE | N THE BALKANS, DECEMBER 18
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1941
Mar .

Foreign O fice Menorandum

German nmilitary authorities state that the presence
of the Soviet territorial commssion in eastern Gernany
can be permitted only until March 25; strong German forces

279



| are already assenbled there. |

VI11. THE SOVI ET TREATIES W TH JUGOSLAVI A AND JAPAN, MARCH 25- APRI L 13,
1941
Dat e Subj ect Page
1941
Mar. 25 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 280

the German Foreign Ofice
Expresses doubt that Matsuoka was conpletely frank
in describing his two-hour conversation with Stalin and

Mbl ot ov.

Mar. 27 Memor andum of the Conversation Between the Reich Foreign 281
M ni ster and Japanese Foreign M nister Mtsuoka in
the Presence of Anbassadors Ot and Oshinma at Berlin
on March 27, 1941
Ri bbentrop reviews the nilitary situation and

concludes that the Axis has already won the war; he states

that German relations with the U S S.R are correct, but
that Germany regards Soviet policy wth suspicion; he
suggests that a Japanese attack on Singapore would break

British spirit and keep the United States out of the war.

Mar. 27 Menmor andum of the Interview Between the Fiuhrer and the 289
Japanese Foreign Mnister, Matsuoka, in the Presence
of the Reich Foreign Mnister and Anbassadors Ot
and Gshinma, March 27, 1941
Htler argues that the British have lost the war,

but have not the intelligence to adnmt it; WMatsuoka

expresses regret that sentinent favorable to Britain and

Anerica has prevented Japanese action, but he expresses

confidence that this obstacle will be overcone; Matsuoka
reports on his discussions in Mdscow.
Mar. 28 Memor andum of the Conversation Between the Reich Foreign 296

M ni ster and Japanese Foreign M nister Matsuoka on
March 28, 1941
Ri bbentrop states that read cooperation with the

US SR is inpossible, and recomends that Matsuoka not

di scuss the adherence of the U S S R to the Three Power

Pact when he returns to Mdscow.

Mar. 29 Menmor andum of the Conversation Between the Reich Foreign 303
M ni ster and Japanese Foreign M nister Matsuoka in
Berlin on March 29, 1941
Ri bbentrop again advi ses Matsuoka against political

di scussions with the US S R, and promses GCernman

assistance in case of a Soviet attack on Japan, he states

that a war between Germany and the U S. SR is possible
and expl ai ns why Germany coul d not accept the ternms set by

Mol otov for Soviet adherence to the Three Power Pact,

Mat suoka says that he wll have to discuss a non-

aggression pact in Myscow.
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10

13

13

Mermor andum of the Interview Between the Fuhrer and the
Japanese Foreign Mnister, Matsuoka, in the Presence
of the Reich Foreign Mnister and Mnister of State
Mei ssner at Berlin, April 4, 1941
Mat suoka tells of his conversations in Ronme; Hitler

proni ses assistance in case of a Japanese war with the

Uni ted States.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the Gernman Foreign Ofice
Mol otov states that a treaty of friendship and non-

aggression would be signed between Jugoslavia and the

U S. S.R; Schulenburg states that the noment chosen is

unfortunate and vainly urges that the Soviet Governnent

reconsi der the matter.

Foreign O fice Menorandum Menmorandum on the Present Status
of Soviet Deliveries of Raw Materials to Germany
After the conclusion of the Gernman-Sovi et Conmerci al

Agreenment of January 10, 1941. Soviet deliveries |agged,

probably because of the cooling of political relations; in

March deliveries soared, and continue at a high |evel.

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enburg)

Instructions to tell Mdlotov that Germany is taking
mlitary action in Geece and Jugoslavia to expel the
British from Geece; Germany has no political or
territorial interests in the Bal kans and will wi thdraw the
German troops when their task is finished.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov expresses regret at the spread of war.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
In several conversations, he has been unable to get

from Mitsuoka a straightforward statenment regarding

Mat suoka' s conversation with Ml otov.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
A Japanese- Sovi et neutrality pact may be signed.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Mat suoka says that the Neutrality Pact will probably

be signed this afternoon.

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to
the German Foreign Ofice
Describes Stalin's denpnstration of his desire for

German friendship at the railroad station when Matsuoka

was departing.
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Apr .

15

The Gernman Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to
the German Foreign Ofice

325
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18

22

23

24

28

28

Sobolev accepts the German position on the
demarcation of the Gernan-Soviet boundary, and requests
that mxed commissions fix the boundary at once,
Ti ppel skirch warns that any German delay wll arouse
Sovi et mstrust.

The German Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to
the German Foreign Ofice

The Japanese-Soviet Pact, and Stalin's actions at
the rail road station are interpreted as evidence of a
desire for Soviet-Axis cooperation.

Protocol on the Qutcone of the Conference Between the

Pl eni potentiaries of the Government of the German

Rei ch and the Governnent of the Union of the Soviet

Soci alist Republics To Inquire Into the Cbservance

of the Commercial Agreenent Between Gernmany and the

Uni on of Soviet Socialist Republics of February 11,

1940

G ves the total of Soviet deliveries.

The German Charge in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to
the German Foreign Ofice

Reports a formal conplaint against violations of the
Soviet frontier by German pl anes.

The Hi gh Command of the Arnmed Forces to the German Foreign

Ofice

Conpl ains of violations of the German frontier by
Sovi et pl anes.

The Naval Attaché of the German Enbassy in the Sovi et

Uni on (Baunbach) to the Naval Hi gh Conmand

Rumors of a German-Soviet war are fed by travelers
from Germany, the British Anbassador predicts the outbreak
for June 22.

Conversation of the Fuhrer with the Ambassador Count von

der Schul enburg, on April 28, 1941

Schul enburg argues that the U S.S.R wll not attack
Germany, but rather wishes to cooperate with the Axis and
will make even further concessions to Gernany; Hitler
argues that the U S.S. R cannot be trusted.

Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign

O fice (Wizsacker)

Argues that war with the U S.S.R would give Britain
new noral strength, and that a GCGerman advance even to
Moscow and beyond woul d not bring peace but instead woul d
prolong the war and sacrifice the econom c advantages
Germany now derives frompeace with the U S.S. R
The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to

the German Foreign Ofice

Every traveler to Mscow brings runors of war,
supported by facts.

Cont i nued
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1941
May 4

The German Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

334



Instructions for conbating runors of war.
May 7 The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 335
the German Foreign Ofice
Believes Stalin has taken the chairmanship of the
Council of People's Commissars because he wshes to
devel op good relations with Gernmany and because he feels
Mol otov has failed to achieve this goal.
May 12 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 336
the German Foreign Ofice
Mai ntai ns that recent events fortify the belief that
Stalin took the chairmanship in order to avert a war with
Cer many.
May 13 The German Consul at Harbin (Ponschab) to the Gernman 339
Foreign O fice
Gves the text of an intercepted Soviet dispatch
warni ng that Germany nmay force a war.
May 15 Foreign O fice Menorandum 339
Schnurre gives a sunmary of recent GCerman-Soviet
conmer ci al negotiations and of Soviet raw nmaterial
deliveries, he believes that Gernmany coul d ask even | arger
deliveries.
May 15 The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the 341
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Reports of frontier violations by German planes are
bei ng i nvesti gat ed.
May 16 The German M nister in Sweden (Wed) to the German Foreign | 342
Ofice
M nister Kollontay on forces massed on the western
frontier of the U S . S.R
May 17 Menmorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 342
O fice (Wizsacker)
Cshima asks about German-Soviet relations and
receives an evasive reply.
May 17 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 343
the German Foreign Ofice
Sobol ev says frontier violations by German planes
are continuing.

May 24 The German Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the 343
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)
Demarcation of the German-Soviet boundary wll be

arranged shortly, Wermann explains that the purpose of
this telegramis to delay a survey of the boundary by a
m xed conmi ssi on.
May 24 The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 344
the German Foreign Ofice
Argues that Soviet policy is directed at the
avoi dance of a conflict with Germany.
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June 14 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 346
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol otov gives the text of a Tass dispatch denying




runors of an inpending break between Germany and the
USSR

June 15 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Mnister in 346
Hungary ( Erdmannsdorff)

Hungary is to be prepared for a Gernan-Sovi et break.
June 21 The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the | 347
Sovi et Uni on (Schul enbur g)

The text of the Gernman decl aration of war.

June 21 Letter fromH tler to Mussolini 349

Def endi ng the decision to attack the U S.S. R
June 21 Mermor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign 353

O fice (Wizsacker)

The Soviet Anmbassador protests against frontier
violations by German planes; Wizsacker maintains that
t here have been whol esal e viol ati ons by Soviet planes; the
formal protest is attached.

June 22 The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to | 355
the German Foreign Ofice
Mol ot ov asks an expl anati on for Ger man

di ssatisfaction with the U S.S. R, he w shes to know what
has caused the present situation in Gernan-Soviet
rel ations, Schul enburg says he cannot answer because he
| acks the pertinent information.
June 22 Memor andum of the Conversation Between the Reich Foreign 356
M ni ster and Sovi et Russian Anbassador Dekanosov in
the Foreign Ofice at 4 a. m on June 23 [1941]
Ri bbentrop announces that Germany  has begun
hostilities.
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Franmes 231609- 231610, serial 485

Menorandum by the State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker)

St. S Nr. 339
BERLIN, April 17, 1939.

The Russi an Anbassador visited nme today-for the first tinme since he
took up his post here [1]-for a conversation on practical nmatters. He
dwelt at length on a subject which he said was of particular interest to
him nanely, the fulfillment of certain contracts for war materiel by the
Skoda Works. Although the itens involved are nmanifestly rather
insignificant, the Anbassador regarded the fulfillnment of the contracts
as a test, to determ ne whether, in accordance with a recent statenent by
Director Wehl [2] to him we were really willing to cultivate and expand
our econonmic relations with Russia. The matter of these supply contracts
i s being | ooked into el sewhere.

Toward the end of the discussion, | casually nentioned to the
Anbassador that even granted goodw Il on our part, a favorable atnosphere
for the delivery of war materials to Soviet Russia was not exactly being



created at present by reports of a Russian-British-French air pact and
the like. Herr Merekalov seized on these words to take up political
matters. He inquired as to the opinion here regarding the present
situation in Central Europe. Wien | told him that as far as | knew
Germany was the only country not participating in the present saber-
rattling in Europe, he asked me about our relations with Poland and about
the alleged military clashes on the German-Polish frontier. After | had
denied the latter and nade some rather restrained comments on German-
Polish relations, the Russian asked ne frankly [unverblim] what |
t hought of Gernman-Russian rel ations.

| replied to Herr Merekalov that, as everybody knew, we had al ways
had the desire for nutually satisfactory commercial relations wth
Russia. It had appeared to ne that the Russian press lately was not fully
participating in the anti-German tone of the Anerican and sone

[1] Anbassador Merekal ov had presented his credentials on June 5, 1938.
[2] Head of the Commercial Policy Division of the German Foreign Ofice.
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of the English papers. As to the German press, Herr Merekalov could form
his own opinion, since he surely followed it very closely.

The Anbassador thereupon stated approxi mately as foll ows:

Russian policy had always noved in a straight line. |I|deological
differences of opinion had hardly influenced the Russian-Italian
relationship, and they did not have to prove a stumbling block wth
regard to Germany either. Soviet Russia had not exploited the present
friction between Germany and the Western denocraci es against us, nor did
she desire to do so. There exists for Russia no reason why she shoul d not
live with us on a normal footing. And from nornal, the relations mght
becone better and better.

Wth this remark, to which the Russian had |ed the conversation,
Herr Merekal ov ended the interview He intends to go to Mscow in the
next few days for a visit.

VIEI ZSACKER

*kkk*k

Frane 111301, serial 103

The German Chargé in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to the German
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

No. 61 of May 4
Moscow, May 4, 1939-8:45 p. m
Received May 4, 1939-10 p. m

Appoi nt ment of Mol otov as Foreign Conmi ssar  sinultaneously
retaining his position as Chairnman of the Council of People's Comm ssars
is published as ukase of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of My 3 by
Soviet press with great fanfare. Dismissal of Litvinov appears on | ast
page as small notice under "Chronicle." Sudden change has caused greatest
surprise here, since Litvinov was in the mdst of negotiations with the
English del egation, at the May Day Parade still appeared on the review ng
stand right next to Stalin, and there was no recent concrete evidence of



shakiness in his position. Soviet press contains no coments. Foreign
Commi ssariat is giving press representatives no expl anations.

Since Litvinov had received the English Arbassador as late as May 2
and had been naned in press of yesterday as guest of honor at the parade,
his dism ssal appears to be result of spontaneous decision by Stalin. The
decision apparently is connected with the fact that differences of
opinion arose in the Krenmlin on Litvinov's negotiations. Reason for
differences of opinion presumably lies in deep mistrust that Stalin
harbors toward the entire surrounding capitali st
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world. At last Party Congress Stalin urged caution |est Soviet Union be
drawmn into conflicts. Mlotov (nho Jew) is held to be "npbst intinmate
friend and cl osest collaborator" of Stalin. H s appointnent is apparently
to guarantee that the foreign policy will be continued strictly in
accordance with Stalin's ideas.

TI PPELSKI RCH

* kK % %

Franme 211496, serial 388
Foreign O fice Menorandum
To WIV 1493

This afternoon | asked the Soviet Chargé, Counselor of Enbassy
Ast akhov, to cone to see ne and informed him that we had agreed, as
requested by his Anbassador on April 17, to carry out the Soviet supply
contracts with the Skoda Wbrks. Appropriate instructions had al ready been
given. | asked himto informhis Governnent of this.

Counsel or of Enbassy Astakhov was visibly gratified at this
declaration and stressed the fact that for the Soviet Government the
material side of the question was not of as great inportance as the
question of principle. He inquired whether we would not soon resune the
negoti ati ons which had been broken off in February. To this | replied
that I could not yet give himany answer to that, as the exam nation of
the numerous problens which the |ast Russian answer had raised was not
yet conpl et ed.

Then Astakhov touched upon the dismissal of Litvinov and tried
wi t hout asking direct questions to | earn whether this event would cause a
change in our position toward the Soviet Union. He stressed very nuch the
great inmportance of the personality of Mdlotov, who was by no neans a
specialist in foreign policy, but who wuld have all the greater
i nportance for the future Soviet foreign policy.

SCHNURRE
BERLIN, My 5, 1939.

* k k% %
Frame 211486, serial 388

Foreign Ofice Menorandum



M NUTE

The Counsel or of the Russian Enbassy, Astakhov, called on nme this
afternoon in order to introduce to ne the Tass representative,
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Filipov, who had just arrived. He began with the statenment that he was
happy that Herr Filipov could start his work under new conditions which
were conpletely different from the past. The recently practiced reserve
of the German press toward Soviet Russia had already attracted the
attention of the foreign press. | for ny part remarked that at the
present tine one could not talk about a corresponding Russian reserve
toward Gernany and pointed out the |atest broadcasts of the Mdscow Radio.

To this Herr Astakhov remarked that Mscow apparently still was rather
suspi ci ous because, of course, they did not yet know how this reserve was
to be interpreted, which was, after all, possibly only a short-lived

tactical nmaneuver. At any rate, the Soviet Russians would be only too
happy if such fears were unjustified.

Asked about the significance of the change in the direction of
foreign affairs in Mscow, Herr Astakhov declared that previously it had,
after all, not been a question of a personal policy of Litvinov, but of
conpliance with general principles. Therefore, for the tinme being one
could not speak of a reorientation of policy, particularly since Sovi et
Russi an policy depended on that of the others and not |east on that of
Cer many.

BRAUN v. STUW

BERLIN, May 9, 1939.
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Frames 211504- 211505, serial 388
Foreign O fice Menorandum
To WIV 1870/ 39
VEMORANDUM

The Soviet Chargé, Counselor of Enbassy Astakhov, called on ne
today in order to talk to ne about the legal status of the Soviet Trade
Mssion in Prague, established there on the basis of the Soviet-
Czechosl ovak Trade Agreenent of 1935. The Soviet Union wants to |eave the
Trade Mssion in Prague as a section of the Soviet Trade Mssion in
Berlin, and requests that it be given tenporarily the same |egal status
that it had under the Soviet-Czechosl ovak Trade Agreenment. Herr Astakhov
i nvoked the German declaration, according to which the present
Czechoslovak trade agreenments would continue to be applied to the

Protectorate of Bohemia and Mravia until sonething new had replaced
t hem

| received this request and promi sed an early answer. | told him
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as ny personal opinion that there would hardly be any objections to the
Sovi et request.



During the subsequent conversation Astakhov again referred in great
detail to the devel opnent of German-Soviet relations, as he had already
done two weeks ago. He remarked that the German press for some weeks
| ooked entirely different. The attacks hitherto directed against the
Soviet Union were mssing, reports were objective; in an industrial
newspaper of the Rhineland he had even seen sone photographs of Sovi et
installations. O course, the Soviets could not judge whether this was
only a tenmporary break that was used for tactical reasons. However, it
was hoped that a permanent state of affairs would result from it.
Ast akhov stated in detail that there were no conflicts in foreign policy
bet ween Gernmany and Sovi et Russia, and that therefore there was no reason
for any enmty between the two countries. It was true that in the Soviet
Union there was a distinct feeling of being nenaced by Germany. It would
undoubtedly be possible to elininate this feeling of being nenaced and
the distrust in Mbscow During this conversation, he also again nmentioned
the Treaty of Rapallo. In reply to ny incidental question, he conmented
on the Anglo-Soviet negotiations to the effect that under the present
circunstances the result desired by England woul d hardly be achieved.

To substantiate his opinion concerning the possibility of a change
in German-Soviet relations, Astakhov repeatedly referred to Italy and
stressed that the Duce, even after the creation of the Axis, had inplied
that there were no obstacles to a nornal devel opnent of the political and
economi ¢ rel ations between the Soviet Union and ltaly.

In nmy replies | was reserved and induced Astakhov, by neans of
i ncidental remarks only, to further el aborate his viewoint.

SCHNURRE

BERLI N, May 17, 1939.

* kK k %k

Frames 111353-111355, serial 103

Menor andum by the German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)
Tgb. Nr. A/ 1023
Moscow, May 20, 1939.

This afternoon at 4:00, | was received by the Chairnan of the
Counci|l of People's Commissars and Conmissar for Foreign Affairs Ml otov.
The interview took place in the Conmm ssariat for Foreign Affairs. It
| asted over an hour and was carried on in nost friendly
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fashion. Herr Ml otov, who speaks only Russian, had requested that no
transl ator be brought along since he hinself would provide an excellent
interpreter. The latter, a rather young man, translated very correctly
but slowly from the French. That explains in part the long duration of
t he conference.

| opened the conversation by saying to Herr Mdlotov that the |ast
proposals of Herr Mkoyan in our economc negotiations had presented
several difficulties which could not be imediately renoved. W now
believed that a way had been found to cone to an understanding and we
intended in the very near future to send Geheinrat Dr. Schnurre to Mdscow
to discuss with Herr M koyan whether an agreenent could be reached on the



basis of our proposals. | asked whether Herr M koyan was prepared to
confer with Herr Schnurre.

Herr Mdlotov replied that the <course of our last econonic
negoti ati ons had given the Soviet Governnent the inpression that we had
not been in earnest in the matter and we had only played at negotiating
for political reasons. At first it had been reported that a German
del egation was comng for econom c negotiations to Mscow (I suggested
that this report did not emanate from us but from the Polish and French
press), and later it was to the effect that Herr Schnurre was com ng
alone. Herr Schnurre did not come, but Herr Hlger [3] and | had
conducted the negotiations and then these negotiations also had faded
out. The Soviet Government could only agree to a resunption of the
negotiations if the necessary "political bases" for them had been
constructed [wenn  hierfdr die notwendige "politische Gundl age"
geschafl en sein werde.].

I told Herr Mlotov that we had never regarded the economc
di scussions as a gane, but we had always conducted them entirely in
earnest. We always had had and still have the sincerest intention to cone
to an agreement, and Berlin was of the opinion, if | understood it
correctly, that a successful conclusion of the econom ¢ discussions would
also help the political atnosphere. It had been technical reasons only
that had been responsible for Herr Schnurre's absence and for the delay
of the negotiations. The present economic conditions in Germany nade it
very difficult to fulfill the w shes of Herr Mkoyan. | asked Herr
Mol ot ov what he meant by the construction of political bases. | had had
the inpression that the Gernan-Soviet atnosphere had inmproved during the
| ast year or so, and | was astonished that econom c negotiations should
now be inpossible while previously negotiations of the sane sort had
repeatedly taken place under nore

[3] O the staff of the German Enbassy in Moscow
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unf avorabl e conditions and had been brought to a conclusion. Herr Mblotov
then declared that the way in which better political bases could be built
was sonet hing that both Governnents would have to think about. Al of ny
determned efforts to bring Herr Molotov to nake his w shes nore definite
and nore concrete were in vain. Herr Ml otov had apparently deternined to
say just so much and not a word nmore. He is known for this somewhat
stubborn manner. | thereupon concluded the conversation and stated that
woul d inform ny Governnent. Herr Ml otov then bade nme farewell in a very
friendly fashion.

I mredi ately at the conclusion of ny visit to Herr Ml otov,
visited Herr Potenkin. | related to him the course of my conversation
with the Chairnan of the Council of People's Conm ssars, and | added that
| had unfortunately not been able to find out from the conversation what
Herr Ml otov actually wanted. He certainly mnust have had sonething in
mnd. | asked Herr Potenkin to find out whether he could not possibly |et
me know what direction Herr Ml otov's Iine of thought was taking. | gave
the inpression that | did not know at all what | should suggest to ny
Governnent. Nothing could be changed in the main lines of German policy.
Thus in my opinion, we would persevere in our East Asia policy. | could
however, add that this policy was in no way directed against the Soviet
Uni on.

COUNT VON DER SCHULENBURG
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Frame 111328, serial 103

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Office (Wizséacker) to the
Ger man Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

Tel egram
BERLI N, May 21, 1939.
No. 94
Ref erence your telegram 73. [4] For Anbassador personally

On basis of results so far of your discussions with Mlotov, we
must now sit tight [ganz stillzuhalten] and wait to see if the Russians
wi || speak nore openly.

| request that you act accordingly until otherw se instructed, but
to wire fromtine to tine any useful reports and news reaching you as
wel | as your appraisal of the situation.

VEI ZSACKER

[4] Not printed; it summarized interview between Schul enburg and Ml ot ov
described in precedi ng docunent.
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Franmes 111346-111347, serial 103

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the State
Secretary in the German Foreign Ofice (Wi zsacker)

Tgb. Nr. A/ 1023
Moscow, May 22, 1939.

DEAR HERR VON WEI ZSACKER: | have the honor to transmit to you as an
encl osure a copy of the menorandum [5] which gives the content and course
of my interview with Herr Mdlotov on May 20. | have also included the
menorandumwith ny report.

The Reich Mnister directed ne to naintain extrene caution in ny
conference with Mdlotov. As a result | contented mnmyself with saying as
little as possible and took this attitude all the nore because the
attitude of Herr Mlotov seemed to ne quite suspicious [recht
verdachtig]. It cannot be understood otherw se than that the resunption
of our econom c negotiations does not satisfy himas a political gesture,
and that he apparently wants to obtain from us nore extensive proposals
of a political nature. W nust be extrenely cautious in this field as

long as it is not certain that possible proposals fromour side will not
be used by the Krenmlin only to exert pressure on England and France. On
the other hand, if we want to acconplish sonmething here, it is

unavoi dabl e that we sooner or |ater take sone action.
It is extraordinarily difficult here to learn anything at all about
the course of the English-French-Soviet negotiations. My British



col l eague, who apparently is the only one who is active in that
connection here (he was being announced to Herr Potenkin when | was
visiting the latter), preserves an iron silence. Even neutral diplonmats
have not been able to | earn anything.

My French col |l eague has been away for sone tinme. The Counsel or of
Enbassy and Chargé in the last few days asked us for a transit visa, so
that it seens that he also is going to | eave Mdscow soon. If the reports
are correct that France will now take over the negotiations in the matter
of the French-British-Soviet "alliance," these negotiations may well take
pl ace not here but in Paris.

My Italian colleague is of the opinion that the Soviet Union wll
surrender her freedom of negotiation only if England and France give her
a full treaty of alliance.

It is often stated here (I do not know whether it is correct) that
one of the principal reasons for the hesitation of England in accepting
the Soviet proposals for a mlitary alliance is the question of Japan.
London is afraid of driving the Japanese into our arns if she guar-

[5] Ante, p.5.
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antees the defense of all Soviet frontiers. |If Japan should conme into our
arns voluntarily, this consideration for England should be elininated.

Wth best greetings and Heil Hitler, | am Herr von Wizsacker,
yours very respectfully,
SCHULENBURG

*k Kk k%

Franmes 178398-178397, serial 276

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Office (Wizsacker) to the
German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

BERLI N, May 27, 1939.

DEAR COUNT SCHULENBURG We answered your letter of the 22d in our

tel egram of yesterday, [6] which wll probably surprise you less than
Herr Hilger, who was at hand at the birth of a very different sort of
instruction. | feel that | still owe you a word of explanation. W are of
the opinion here that the English-Russian conbination certainly will not

be easy to prevent. However, there may even today be a rather wide field
of negotiation into which we my be able to inject ourselves with an
i npeding and disturbing effect by use of a nore unnm stakable sort of
| anguage. The possibility of success is considered here to be quite
limted, so that one nust weigh whether a very open statenent in Mscow,
instead of being beneficial, mght not rather be harnful and perhaps

produce a peal of Tartar |aughter. In weighing these points of view, it
had also to be considered that one link in the whole chain, nanely, a
gradual conciliation between Mscow and Tokyo, is regarded by the

Japanese as distinctly problematical. Rome also was very hesitant, so
that eventually the disadvantages of the proposed far-reaching step were

regarded as the determining factor. In short, we will remain within the
i nstructions which we have sent to you, and we now want to see how deeply
Moscow on the one hand and Paris-London on the other are willing to

pl edge thensel ves to each ot her.



Your reports and judgnents of the situation are naturally nopst
wel cone here at all tinmes.

Qur inquiries about the return here of the Soviet Russian
Ambassador, Merekal ov, are only of significance in relation to the future
noves at the Krenlin.

Hearti est greetings and best wi shes.

Heil Hitler!

Al ways yours faithfully,
VEI ZSACKER

[5] Tel egram not printed.
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P. S. Berlin, May 30, 1939.

To ny lines above | nust add that now, with the consent of the
Fihrer, a distinctly limted exchange of views with the Russians wll
take place by nmeans of a conference which I am to hold today with the
Russian Chargé. You wll, of course, be officially informed of
devel opnents. | need, therefore, not go nore deeply into the matter here.

W

*kkk*k

Frames 111372-111374, serial 103
Foreign O fice Menorandum [ 7]
MAY 29, 1939.

1. W are faced with the fact that our Ambassador in Mscow had a
talk with Herr Mol otov about the resunption of Gernan-Soviet comrercial
negotiations and that on this occasion Herr Ml otov nmade them subject to
the clarification of political relations between Germany and Sovi et
Russia. O course we ask oursel ves whether Herr Mol otov wanted to express
thereby a desire that a talk get under way concerning the political
relati ons between us, or whether he wanted this considered sinply as a
formof rejection.

2. You yourself as well as their Anmbassador occasionally have
i ndi cated possibilities of sone day discussing the political relations
bet ween Gernmany and the Soviet Union, and we ask ourselves whether this
is in harnmony with Mlotov's views or whether we are dealing here with
different points of view of their Enbassy here and their Foreign
Conmi ssari at .

3. If they should have the desire to have a political conversation
with us, | personally can imagine this as entirely possible. | would
consider as a condition that the aggressive pronmotion of the idea of
world revolution no longer be an elenment in the present Soviet foreign
policy. [Marginal notation: "mutually not to interfere in donestic
politics in any way, for ..."] If this condition is net-as certain signs
m ght indicate-1 could inmagine that such a conversation could lead to
useful results in the direction of a progressive normalization of German-
Sovi et Russian relations. [Marginal notation: "Ukraine."]



4. It is admittedly very doubtful whether the state of affairs in
Europe just at the nonent prom ses success from such talks, since the
Sovi et Covernnent is engaged in negotiations with England, which indicate
that Moscow is nore or less determined to enter actively

[7] This and the followi ng docunent are apparently a series of proposals
subnmitted by Ri bbentrop to Hitler.
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into the English policy of encirclement. However, it is, of course, up to
your Covernnent [marginal note: "ice-cold'] to judge whether at this
stage in the Anglo-Soviet negotiations, it still sees room for such a

conversation wth Gernany.

[Penciled notation: "spare nyself the reproach of not having spoken up."]

[8]
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Frames 111368-111371, serial 103
Foreign O fice Menorandum
SECRET

| suggest that the request of the Soviet Enbassy in Berlin for
perm ssion for the further naintenance of the Soviet Russian comrerci al
agency in Prague as a branch of the Russian conmercial agency in Berlin
be used as the occasion for the followng statement, to be nade by Herr
von Wi zsdcker to the Russian representative in Berlin.

1. The question of the continued nmaintenance of the Russian
comrercial agency in Prague is one of principle. For that reason the
M nister believed that in this matter he could not nmake a decision on his
own responsibility and presented the matter to the Fihrer.

2. The German Reich Government would like to know whether the
Sovi et CGovernnent w shes to consider the maintenance of its comercial
agency in Prague on a permanent basis or whether it has only a limted
period in nind. Wat, in the latter case, would be the tine lint ?

3. It is not easy for the German Reich Governnent, under the
present circunstances, to consent at all to the maintenance of this
Russi an comerci al agency, even as a branch of the Berlin office. To its
| ast suggestion particularly, of taking up direct comrercial negotiations
with Mscow, it received an answer in Mscow from which it believes it
must infer that the Soviet Government is at present very little
interested in resuming and strengthening GCernman-Russian comrerci al
relations. There is, in addition, the devel opnent of the foreign policy
of the Soviet Union, which also calls for caution on the part of the
German Reich Governnment with respect to the exami nation and granting of
special Soviet Russian w shes, such as in this case of the Prague
comrer ci al agency. For the Reich Government has no doubt the that Russia
seems to be inclined actively to support the British policy of
encirclement directed against GCermany. The Reich Governnment, therefore
for its part too, in its own understandable interest, considers a
clarification of this developnent as the necessary condition for the
granting of special concessions. But above all, as stressed in



[8] The penciled notations appear to be notes by State Secretary von
Wi zsacker for his conversation with the Russian Chargé on Muy 30, post,
p. 12.
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point 2, it would be inportant to know for how |ong, under those
circunstances, the Soviet Governnent requests pernmssion for the
continuance of its comercial agency in Prague.

* kK x %

Frames 111362-111367, serial 103

Menorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign O fice
(Wi zsacker)

STRI CTLY SECRET
St. S. Nr. 455
BERLIN, May 30, 1939.

The Sovi et Russian Chargé called on nme this nmorning at ny request.
| designated as our subject of conversation the Soviet Russian request to
continue accrediting their trade nmission in Prague as a branch office of
the trade mssion in Berlin. In ny subsequent renmarks, which the Chargé

interrupted by occasional objections, | adhered strictly to the
i nstructions given to ne.
First, | told the Chargé that the request of the Russian Governnent

involved a matter of principle, and that for this reason the Foreign
M nister had dealt with it. Herr von Ribbentrop had presented the matter
to the Fuhrer. At this point the attention of the Chargé was aroused, and
he made sure by asking nme again whether the Fihrer had really dealt with
the matter.

I then continued that we would like to know whether the trade
m ssion in Prague was to be retained permanently or only tenporarily, and
for what length of tinme. To this the Chargé imediately replied that he
personally could only state that there was still rmuch work to be done in
order to conplete current business in the Protectorate, but that his
Gover nnent had probably been thinking of a pernanent status.

In accordance with instructions | then went on to state that it
would not be easy for us to give our consent to the retention of the
trade m ssion in Prague, because we, i. e., Anbassador Count Schul enburg,

had recently received from Herr Mlotov a not very encouraging reply in
the matter of our economic relations. The Chargé indicated that he was
informed of the <contents of the talk, and pending nore detailed
instructions interpreted it to the effect that in Mscow they wanted to
avoid a repetition of what happened |ast January, i. e., they did not
want to nake preparations again for the trip of a Gernan trade negoti ator
to Moscow only to receive a cancellation at the |last nonent, anidst the
ridicule of the foreign press. Actually, Herr Mlotov had stated that
politics and econony could not be entirely
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separated in our relations; a certain connection between the tw did

actually exist. Apparently Potenkin in his communication to the Chargé
here expressed the matter this way: that the contenplated trade



negoti ations could not be treated lightly.
After we had exchanged a few nore words to clarify the incident of

| ast January, | told the Chargé that | agreed with himthat econom cs and
politics could not be entirely separated from each other. It was for this
very reason that | was having the conversation with him because the

British efforts to draw Russia into her sphere-efforts of which we were
i nformed-indicated a political orientation in Mscow of which we would
have to take account, even in considering |less inmportant problenms, such
as the Soviet Russian trade mission in Prague. | returned therefore to
the question raised at the beginning of our conversation-nanely, what
length of tinme the Soviet Governnment would propose for the business of
its trade nission in Prague.

The Chargé concluded from this part of the conversation that he
woul d have to inquire again in Mdscow as to what intentions they actually
had for the trade nmission in Prague and, furthernore, what Foreign
Conmi ssioner Ml otov actually nmeant to tell Count Schul enburg. The Chargé
was willing to say on his own account that Herr Ml otov had, to be sure,
talked with the custonmary Russian distrust, but not with the intention of
barring further Gernman-Russian di scussions.

After the discussion had reached this point | rem nded the Chargé
of certain conversations which he hinself had conducted in the Ofice and
above all of the statements of his Anbassador, now absent from Berlin,
who told me in the middle of April of the possibility of a nornalization
and even further inprovenment of German-Russian political relations. From
this point the conversation proceeded spontaneously and | changed over to
a purely conversational tone and put asi de paper and pencil.

| here rem nded the Chargé of the remarks of his Arbassador about
the nore reserved |anguage of the press on both sides in the last few
nonths. | nmentioned that to nmy know edge the topic of Soviet Russia had
receded into the background in official German speeches of recent nonths-
which the Chargé confirmed but held that it could be interpreted in
different ways. Finally | told the Chargé that the devel opnent of our
relations with Poland, which was known to him had actually made our
hitherto restricted policy in the East freer

After some concurring remarks by the Chargé, | told him that
personal |y thought the German position toward Sovi et Russia was as
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foll ows: Germany was not narrow m nded, but she was not officious either.
Anong our Cerman political merchandi se, however, one item did not exist,

nanely a special liking for Communism W had dealt with Conmunists in
short order and we would continue to do so; noreover, we did not expect
any special liking for National Socialismin Mscow either. At this point

the Chargé interrupted with explanations as to how Russian relations with
Italy and particularly Turkey, as well as other countries could be nornal
or even very good, although in those countries Conmuni sm was not favored
at all. He strongly enphasized the possibility of a very clear
distinction between maxins of donestic policy on the one hand and
orientation of foreign policy on the other hand.

I then continued with ny figure of speech and stated that anong our
political merchandise there was also a pretty good selection for Russia,
ranging from nornalization of our relations such as the Russian
Anbassador had suggested to ne, to unrelenting hostility. Nornalization
was indeed obstructed by a lot of rubble and | was convinced that many
people would even like to pile it higher. The Chargé probably knew that
Herr Beck, the Polish Foreign Mnister, was also not entirely wthout his
share in this. One could conduct interesting talks with Herr Beck, but he



appeared to ne to have becone a little old, because he sonetines suffered
from a regrettable weakness of nenory. Thus, for instance, Beck's
interpretation of the Gernman policy toward the Wkraine was refuted by the
German conduct in the case of the Carpathian Ukraine. However, | did not
want to go into these things in detail; | thought that Germany had proved
that she could cope with Comruni sm at home; nor did she have any fear in
foreign policy. | did not know whether there still was any room at all
for a possible gradual normalization of relations between Soviet Russia
and Germany, now that Mscow had perhaps already listened to the
enticenents of London. At any rate, however, since the Chargé and his
Anbassador had tal ked so frankly in the Foreign Mnistry, | would like to
spare nyself the reproach that we on our part had held back and had
conceal ed our position. W did not ask anything from Moscow, we did not
desire anything from Moscow, but neither did we want to be told by Mdscow
at a later date that we had erected between us an inpenetrable wall of
si |l ence.

The Chargé, who had followed the talk attentively and had
contributed to it a nunber of remarks not nentioned here, stated in
conclusion that the ideological barrier between Mdscow and Berlin was in
reality erected by us. Before our treaty with Poland we
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had rejected a Russian offer of alliance and until recently there had
been little conprehension here of the Russian thesis that foreign and
donmestic policy did not have to interfere with each other. He believed
that his GCGovernnent had not wavered in this viewpoint and was still
faithful to it today. In conclusion the Chargé stated that he would
report hone about our talk, the second part of which he designated, for
his part, as private, and he would request instructions from his
Governnent as to what its real ains were concerning the trade mission in
Prague, as well as whether he, the Chargé, had correctly interpreted the
Mol otov talk as in no way negative [kei neswegs zurickwei sendes].

| did not, of course, ask the Chargé about the state of the Anglo-
Russi an negotiations; nor did he mention anything about them However, it
cannot be contested that in his remarks today about our political
relations he used basically the sane |anguage as hitherto and as his
Anbassador did in the niddle of Ilast April. The Mol otov-Schul enburg
epi sode appears to me, therefore, to have been the product of sensitivity
and distrust rather than a preneditated rejection.

VEl ZSACKER
*kk k%
Frames 111375-111378, serial 103

The State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice (Wizsacker) to the
German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

Tel egram

MOST URGENT
BERLIN, May 30, 1939.

No. 101. For the Anbassador.
For information.



Contrary to the policy previously planned, we have now decided to
undertake definite negotiations with the Soviet Union. Accordingly, in
the absence of the Anbassador | asked the Chargé, Astakhov, to see ne
today. The Soviet request for further continuance of their trade nission
at Prague as a branch of the trade mission at Berlin provided the
starting point of our conversation. Since the Russian request presents a
question of policy the Reich Foreign Mnister had al so been considering
it and he had taken the matter up with the Fiuhrer. To ny inquiry as to
whet her the maintenance of the trade mssion at Prague involved a
permanent situation or a continuance over a linmted period, the Chargé
remarked that in his personal view it seenmed nost likely that the Sovi et
Governnment was thinking of a permanent arrangenent. | replied that it
woul d not be an easy matter for us
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to grant permssion for continuance of the trade mission in Prague, since
Anbassador Count Schul enburg had just received from Mdlotov a not very
encouragi ng pronouncenent on the subject of the general state of our
relations. The Chargé, in the absence of npbre definite instructions,
interpreted the conversation between Count Schul enburg and Ml otov, of
whi ch he had know edge, as neaning that at Mscow they wi shed to avoid a
repetition of the course of events of last January. In Mlotov's view
political and economic matters could not be conpletely separated in our
relationship. Between the two as a matter of fact, there was a definite
connecti on.

After | had cleared up to sone extent the events of January, | said
to the Chargé that in our opinion also political and economc matters in
Russo-Gernman relations could not be entirely separated and | was

conferring with him particularly because British efforts to draw Russia
into their orbit pointed to a political orientation on the part of Mscow
of which we would have to take notice even in relatively mnor matters
such as that of the trade mission in Prague. | would therefore have to
renew nmy query regarding the length of time the Soviet Union desired the
trade mission at Prague. The Chargé at this stage of the conversation
stated that he nust ask Mscow what the intentions there were regarding
the trade mission at Prague and what Foreign Comm ssar Mlotov had
intended to say to Count Schulenburg. In his view MIlotov had, it was
true, spoken with the suspicion customary with the Russians, but not wth
the intention of putting a check on further Russo-Gernan di scussion.

In this connection | recalled to the Chargé certain conversations
which he hinself had carried on at the Foreign Ofice and especially
statenments nmade to nme by the Soviet Anbassador about the niddle of April
about the possibility of normalization and even further inprovenent of
Russo-German political relations, and at this point | also referred to
the nore noderate tone of the public statenents on both sides for several
nonths past and above all to the fact that the developrment of our
relations with Poland had made our policy in the East. which had
previously been hanpered, nore free. Follow ng indications of agreenent
on the part of the Chargé, | said that in ny personal opinion Gernmany was
not narrow ninded as respects Soviet Russia, but also not inportunate.
Communi sm would continue to be rejected by us, while we, on the other
hand, expected no affection for National Socialism from Mscow. The
Chargé enphasi zed strongly in that connection the possibility of a very
cl ear separation between principles governing internal policy on the one
hand and the attitude
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adopted in foreign policy on the other. | continued that Russia, in
addition to that normalization of our relationship at which the Russian
Ambassador had hinted, could choose any course up to wunyielding
ant agoni sm even though nany people, as, for instance, the Polish Foreign
M nister, were interested in hindering such normalization. Beck's
interpretation of Germany's UWkrainian policy could, however, be best
refuted by Germany's conduct in respect to the Carpatho-Ukraine. Whet her
there was still room for a gradual normalization after WMscow had,
per haps already, given ear to the enticenents of London, | did not know.
However, after the Chargé and the Anbassador had nmde unequivocal
statements at the Foreign Ofice, we wanted to escape the charge that we
had kept silent about our own position. W were asking and we wanted
not hi ng from Moscow, however, we did not want Moscow to be able to say to
us later that we had erected an inpassable wall of silence between us.

The Chargé replied that he believed that his Government was still
of the opinion that foreign policy and internal policy need not disturb
each other. He would report the conversation and request instructions
from his CGovernnent both as to its intentions about the trade mission in
Prague and as to whether he had correctly interpreted the statements of
Mol otov as being in no sense a rejection.

| got the inpression from the conversation that the statenents of
Mol ot ov shoul d not be considered an intentional refusal.

Instructions for further treatment of the subject are being held in
reserve.

V\El ZSACKER

* k% % %

Frames 111379-1113S0, serial 103

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Office (Wizséacker) to the
Ger man Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLIN, My 30, 1939.

No. 102
Wth reference to tel egram of today No. 101.

In the light of talk of today with Soviet Chargé here, about which
other telegraphic instructions are under way, there are no objections
here if Hilger gets in touch with Mkoyan of his own accord and without
referring to an order. The fact that Hilger has worked for two and one-
hal f weeks in Berlin with conpetent authorities on creation of a basis
for conmercial negotiations with Soviet Union ought
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to be sufficient occasion to initiate such a talk on his part. However,
H |l ger would have to confine hinself in possible conversation to talking
generally of his work here, wthout repeating the offer to resume
negoti ations. On the other hand, in view of Soviet sensitivity because of
the recall of Schnurre sonme tine ago, he may try to renove doubts of the



seriousness of our intentions at that time and at present of expanding
economic relations with the Soviet Union. If in this connection the
Soviet negotiators touch upon political questions, Hlger is only to
point out that political guestions were the subject of direct
conversation between the State Secretary and the Soviet Chargé and that
the political authorities were probably about to clarify the situation
further.

If during this talk the Soviets show willingness to resune economic
negotiations Hilger could promse to get in touch with Berlin at once.

VEl ZSACKER

* % k% %

Frames 111398-111401, serial 103

The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the State
Secretary in the Gernman Foreign O fice (Wizsacker) [9]

MOSCOW JUNE 5, 1939.

MY DEAR HERR VON WEI ZSACKER: May | thank you very nmuch for vyour
kind and very interesting letter of the 27th of [ast nonth.

It is obvious that Japan would not like to see even the snallest
agreenment between us and the Soviet Union. The |ess our pressure becones
upon the western boundary of Russia, the stronger the night of the Soviet
Union will make itself felt in Eastern Asia. The Italians really ought to
wel cone a Gernman- Russi an arrangenent; they thensel ves have al ways avoi ded
clashing with Mscow, and the Reich could take a stronger stand toward
France if Poland were kept in check by the Soviet Union, thus relieving
our eastern boundary. If the Italians nevertheless are "pretty reserved,"
the reason nmay be that they are not pleased to see the inportance of the
Reich within the Axis increase through an inprovenent in German-Soviet
relations and the resulting autonmatic increase in our power.

It appears to nme that they have gained the inpression in Berlin
that Herr Mlotov had rejected a German-Soviet arrangenent during the
di scussion with nme. | have read through ny tel egram once

[9] Marginal notation: "F'" [sent to the Fuhrer].
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again and conpared it with ny letter to you and ny nenorandum | cannot

di scover what has given rise to this opinion in Berlin. [10] In reality,
the fact is that Herr Mdlotov alnost invited political discussions. Qur
proposal of conducting only econom ¢ negoti ati ons appeared insufficient
to him O course, there was and is the danger that the Sovi et Governnent
will utilize German proposals for pressure on the English and French

Herr Mblotov in his speech at once utilized tactically our offer to begin
econoni ¢ negotiations. Caution on our part was and is therefore
necessary, but it appears clear to me that no door has been shut and that
the way is open for further negotiations.

W have heard and read with the very greatest interest of your
conversation with Herr Astakhov. Incidentally, several days after having
mailed my last letter to you | had occasion to talk again with Herr
Pot enki n about Soviet-German relations. | told himthat | had racked mny
brains as to what positive steps could be taken to realize the
suggestions of Herr Mlotov. There were no points of friction, no



controversial issues, between Gernany and the Soviet Union. W had no
border incidents to elimnate and no dispute to settle. W were asking
nothing, from the Soviet Union and the Soviet Union nothing from us,
apparently. | asked Herr Potenkin, with whomin private-l can talk mnuch
nore freely, whether he could now tell ne anything about the ideas of
Herr Mol otov. Herr Potenkin answered this in the negative; unfortunately,
he could not add anything to the statenents of Herr Mdlotov, who had
spoken for the Soviet Governnent. [11]

| am curious whether your conversation with Astakhov will help the
matter. Herr von Tippelskirch in ny opinion was justified in calling
attention to the fact that, through our non-aggression treaties with the
Baltic countries, Russia has received fromus, free of charge, increased
security and thereby a Gernman political down payment.

I would like to call attention to the fact that Herr Ml otov
mentioned in his speech three conditions, which nust be net under any
circunmstances in order to achieve the English-French-Soviet alliance. In
none of the three points is it stated that the demands of the Soviet
Union refer exclusively to Europe. The Far East is not naned, to be sure,
but it is not excluded, either. As far as | know, however, Geat Britain
wants to assune new obligations only in Europe. Fromthis a

[10] This sentence underlined and with marginal coment in Ribbentrop's
handwriting: "?? Erl [edigt]"-[Taken care of].
[11] This sentence underlined and in margin " !l ",
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new controversy may result, if the guarantee of the Baltic countries is
achi eved. The Soviet Russians are full of distrust toward us, but they do
not nuch trust the denocratic powers, either. D strust is aroused very
easily here and, once aroused, can be renoved only with great difficulty.

It is significant that Mlotov, in speaking of relations wth
Engl and, did not nmention the invitations which the British Governnent has
extended to M koyan and recently to Voroshilov, too, following the visit
of M. Hudson in Myscow.

I learn from a generally reliable source that Herr Potenkin was
sent to Ankara in such a hurry in order to prevent Turkey from signing
with the English. Herr Potenkin prevented the signature of the treaty,
but not the "declaration." The Soviet CGovernnent is reported not to be
opposed in principle to an English-Turkish agreenment, but is said to
consider it inmportant that Turkey should not dash ahead, but should act
at the sanme tine and in the sane manner as the Soviet Union.

The nost recent border incidents on the Mongolian-Mnchurian
frontier seemto have been quite serious. According to Japanese reports,
the "Mongols" on My 28 enployed one hundred airplanes, forty-two of
which the Japanese claim to have shot down. They claim that seventeen
ai rpl anes had been shot down previously. | believe that the Soviets are
responsible for these serious incidents. They represent aid to Chinga;
they are to prevent the Japanese fromw thdrawi ng their very strong troop
contingents from Manchuria to China.

Wth nost cordial regards and Heil Hitler, | renmain, ny dear Herr
von Wi zséacker,

Yours nost respectfully,
SCHULENBURG

* k% % %



Franmes 178376-178378, serial 276
Foreign O fice Menorandum
BERLI N, June 15, 1939.

The Bulgarian mnister called on nme today and told ne
confidentially the follow ng: The Sovi et Russian Chargé, w th whom he had
no intimte relations, called on him yesterday wthout any apparent
reason and stayed with himtwo hours. The |ong conversation, of which it
could not be ascertained whether it had reflected the personal opinions
of Herr Astakhov or the opinions of the Soviet Governnent, could be
summari zed approxi mately as foll ows:

The Soviet Union faced the present world situation with hesitation.
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She was vacillating between three possibilities, nanely the concl usion of
the pact with England and France, a further dilatory treatnent of the
pact negotiations, and a rapprochenent with Gernmany. This | ast
possibility, wth which ideological considerations would not have to
becone involved, was closest to the desires of the Soviet Union. In
addition, there were other points, for instance that the Soviet Union did
not recogni ze the Runani an possessi on of Bessarabia. The fear of a German
attack, however, either via the Baltic countries or via Rumania was an
obstacle. In this connection the Chargé had also referred to Mein Kanpf.
If Germany would declare that she would not attack the Soviet Union or
that she woul d conclude a non-aggression pact with her, the Soviet Union
woul d probably refrain from concluding a treaty with England. However,
the Soviet Union did not know what Gernmany really wanted, aside from
certain very vague allusions. Several circunstances also spoke for the
second possibility, nanmely to continue to conduct the pact negotiations
with England in a dilatory manner. In this case the Soviet Union would
continue to have a free hand in any conflict which night break out.

Herr Draganoff then stated that he had declared to the Soviet
Russian Chargé that Germany, in his opinion, could have no aggressive
ains against the Soviet Union, and he pointed out that the situation had
al so changed with respect to other countries, since Min Kanpf had been
witten. He reproached Russia with the fact that she had hel ped Runmani a
to the Dobruja, for which the Chargé tried to lay the blane exclusively
on the Tsarist Government.

At the end Herr Draganoff repeated again that he had no indications
why Herr Astakhov had given him this information. He was pondering the
possibility that this was probably done with the intention of having Herr
Draganoff report it to us.

WOERMANN

* kK x %

Frames 111436-111440, serial 103

The German Chargé in the Soviet Union (Tippelskirch) to the German
Foreign Ofice

D 261
SECRET
Moscow, June 18, 1939.



W 950/ 39¢g
Ref erence report of June 17, 1939, by a different channel.

Subj ect: conversation with Comm ssar for Foreign Trade M koyan on June
17, 1939.

Encl osed | am sending a nmenorandum of Counsel or of Legation Hil ger
on his conversation with Comri ssar for Foreign Trade M ko-
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yan on June 17, 1939. The fact that Mkoyan received Herr Hilger
i mediately after his arrival, after an appointnent had been nade on the
day before, shows that Mkoyan is anxious not to lose contact. That
M koyan would imediately accept the German proposal could hardly be
expected considering the nentality of the Soviet Governnent, which at
present is riding a high horse, and its known nethods of negotiation. The
continually repeated statement of M koyan that he suspects a political
game behind our offer of negotiation may not be due only to tactical
notives but may partly reflect his true opinion. Mkoyan seens to believe
that we had deliberately chosen the present tinme for economc
negotiations. This becones clear from his remark that we expected an
advantage from a resunption of the econom ¢ negotiations just now.

It is a remarkable nuance that M koyan in his answer uses the sane
formula as the communi qué published on June 16 on the first conversation
of Molotov with the British and French Anbassadors and Strang. In this as
well as in the other case the result is called "not entirely favorable."

v. TI PPELSKI RCH

(Encl osure)
SECRET
MEMORANDUM

Subj ect: conversation with M koyan on June 17, 1939.

After the Enbassy had nmade an appointnent the People's Conm ssar
M koyan received ne today i mediately after ny return fromBerlin.

| explained to Mkoyan the purpose of ny trip and pointed out the
unfavorabl e inpression which his last communication of June 8 had |eft
with us. At the sanme tinme | asked himto consider the fact of ny trip to
Berlin and the answer of the German Governnment which | had brought al ong
as an additional proof of the seriousness of our intentions with respect
to the expansion and strengthening of German-Soviet economc relations.
Thereupon | read to Herr Mkoyan the text of the German answer that had
been given to nme in Berlin (cf. enclosure). The People's Conm ssar
listened with rapt attention, while Babarin, newy appointed Deputy
Commer ci al Representative in Berlin, who was present at the conversation,
busily wote down every word. The People's Conmissar appeared to be
visibly inmpressed with the Gernman answer. Nevertheless, he declared after
a short pause that the German answer had disappointed him since it did
not meet his conditions.
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On the basis of the instructions received in Berlin on this
subject, | then comented on the contents of the German answer in great



detail. | stressed particularly the great German concession which was
expressed in sending Counselor of Legation Schnurre and in accepting the
| ast Soviet proposal as a basis for negotiations. | rem nded the People's
Commi ssar that during the negotiations in February he did not describe
the last Soviet proposal as his last word, but as the basis of further
negotiations. | further rem nded himof his statenent in the conversation
of June 8, in which he had declared that the Soviet Government would see
in the despatch of Herr Schnurre proof of the fact that the German
Governnent was al so serious in the matter of "policy" [der "Politik"].

M koyan replied that nmy two |ast statements corresponded entirely
with the facts and that | had repeated his statenents correctly.
Nevert hel ess, he still did not believe he had assurance that it was for
us not a question of continuing a political ganme in which the Gernans had
an interest just at the present nonent and from which they expected
advant ages to them

To this | replied sharply that | had often enough rejected his
statements regarding a political gane allegedly played by us and that
they would not becone nore convincing by continuous repetition. | could

not wunderstand at all what risk for the Soviet Union the People's
Commi ssar saw in the whole matter, since the Soviet Governnent was not
del egating a special enmissary to Berlin, but the Gernman Government was
sending Herr Schnurre to Mscow, and, in fact, in agreenent with the
request expressed by the Soviet Government in January of this year.

Herr M koyan replied that this statenent by nme was also correct,
since the Soviet Governnent at that time had expressed the specific
desire to conduct the negotiations in Myscow.

Thereupon | stated to the People's Commissar that | was conpletely
in the dark about what he really wanted from us, after all, and what
answer he had expected fromthe German Governnent.

M koyan replied that he had expected concrete statenents as to
whi ch points of his |ast proposal we would and which we woul d not accept.

| told the People's Conmissar that this was clearly apparent in the
German answer and nmy oral conments of today. Therefore | would like to
repeat for the third time that, after the existing obstacles had been
removed on our part, we definitely expected agreenent from the Soviet
Governnent to our wi shes and an increase in the Soviet offer
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of raw materials. Al other less inportant points would have to be left
to the negotiations suggested by us. This offer from us represented the
maxi mum concession. If on this basis we did not soon arrive at concrete
negotiations, the responsibility would fall alone wupon the Soviet
Gover nnent .

Ther eupon, the People's Conmi ssar declared that he unfortunately
could not change his opinion that the German answer was "not entirely
favorable.” Nevertheless, he would present it to his Governnent and
informne of the result.

H LGER
MOSCOW June 17, 1939.

[ Subencl osur e]
SECRET

The Gernman Government is wlling to send Counselor of Legation
Schnurre to Mdscow wth authority to negotiate expansion and
strengt hening of economic relations between the Reich and Soviet Russia



and, if a comon basis is found, to cone to an agreenent. From the fact
of sending a Gernman plenipotentiary as negotiator we request the Soviet
CGovernnent to conclude that the German CGovernnent expects and desires a
positive conclusion on a wdened basis. W wuld have to refuse
acceptance in advance of the Soviet counterproposal of February 1939,
however, since this counterproposal itself is to be the basis of the
negoti ati ons. The Soviet Governnent, however, should note that in the
meanwhi | e we have endeavored to renove obstacles which in February still
appeared to us as insurnountable. However, we expect that the Soviet
Governnent, too, wll reexamine Soviet raw material deliveries in the
light of German desires in order to establish a balance of give-and-take
under the future treaty.

* kK k%

Frame 23208, serial 34

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
No. 113 of June 27
Moscow, June 27, 1939-5:42 p. m
Recei ved June 27, 1939-8:30 p. m

Ref erence your telegramof the 26th No. 132 [12]

As | see it, Mkoyan's tactics can be interpreted as follows:
M koyan does not want to see the talks with us broken off, but w shes to
keep

[12] Not printed.
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the negotiations firmy in hand, in order to control their progress at
any time. Qoviously it would not fit very well into the franework of the
Soviet Union's general policy, if a stir should be created by a

resunption of the trade negotiations, and above all by repeated journeys
of a special plenipotentiary to Miscow. The Soviet CGovernnent apparently
believes that by resuming the trade negotiations at this particular
nmonent we intend to influence the attitude of England and Pol and, and
t hereby expect to gain certain political advantages. They fear that after
gai ni ng these advantages we would again |l et the negotiations |apse.

In order to dispel this distrust, there are in ny opinion the
foll owing possibilities:

That | be directed to propose to Mkoyan the dispatch of a
qual ified special delegate with all necessary powers to Berlin, in order
to continue and possibly conclude the negotiations there. In view of
M koyan's tactics, this course seens to ne to have a far better prospect
of success. If Mkoyan should decline this proposal, the possibility
would remain of entrusting ne with the further conduct of the trade
negoti ati ons i n Moscow.

| propose to supplenment these considerations after | have had an
opportunity to speak with Ml otov.

SCHULENBURG



* % k% %

Franme 111454, serial 103
Foreign O fice Menorandum
TO THE OFFI CE OF THE M NI STER

In connection with the tel egram of Count Schul enburg concerning the
Hi | ger- M koyan conversation, [13] the Fuhrer has decided the follow ng:

The Russians are to be inforned that we have concluded from
their attitude that they make the continuation of further talks
dependent upon the acceptance of the bases of our econonic
di scussions, as they were fixed for January. Since this basis was
not acceptable to us, we would not be interested in a resunption of
t he econonic discussions with Russia at the present tine.

The Fuhrer agreed that this answer be del ayed for a few days.
| notified the Reich Foreign Mnister of this by tel ephone, and |
am

[13] Supra.
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sending this note only as a guide for a conference of the conpetent
official with the Mnister.

HEWEL
BERCHTESGADEN, June 29, 1939.

Respectfully submitted herewith to
State Secretary von Wi zsacker.
June 29, 1939.

* k% % %

Frames 111452-111453, serial 103

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
URGENT
SECRET
Moscow, June 29, 1939-2:40 a. m
Recei ved June 29, 1939-7:20 p. m

No. 115 of June 28

This afternoon | had a conversation with Mlotov, who received ne
i mediately after | had been announced. The conversation |asted over an
hour and proceeded in a friendly nmanner.

| described to Mdlotov the inpressions which | had gained fromtalk
with influential personalities in Berlin, particularly with the Reich
Foreign Mnister. | pointed out that we would welcome a normalization of
the relations between Gernmany and Soviet Russia, as the State Secretary



had stated to the Soviet Chargé in Berlin. For this we had furnished a
nunber of proofs, such as reserve in the German press, conclusion of the
non-aggression treaties wth the Baltic countries and desire for
resunption of economic negotiations. From all this it was evident that
Germany did not have any bad intentions toward the Soviet Union,

particularly since the Berlin Treaty [14] was still in force. W, on the
CGerman side, would continue to take advantage of any opportunity to prove
our goodw Il. However, we had had no answer from the Soviet Union to the

question of what Mlotov neant in his last conversation with ne by
"creation of a new basis of our relationship®" ["Schaffung einer
Neur egel ung der Basis"]. W also objected to the attitude of the Soviet
press.

Mol otov replied that he received ny statenents with satisfaction.
The foreign policy of the Soviet Governnent was, in accordance with the
pronouncements of its |eaders, ained at the cultivation of good relations
with all countries, and this of course applied-provided there was
reciprocity-to Gernany too. He was gratified that in the

[14] Treaty of friendship and neutrality between Gernmany and the Sovi et
Union, signed at Berlin April 24, 1926.
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opinion of the German Covernnent the Berlin Treaty was still in force,
particularly since the Soviet Governnent had had doubt about that. As to
the question of the treaty negotiations for non-aggression pacts with the
Baltic countries, Mdlotov remarked that Germany had concluded themin her
own interest, and not out of love for the Soviet Union. He had to doubt
the permanence of such treaties after the experience which Poland had
had; to which | replied that Poland had herself caused the term nation of
the treaty by joining a conbination hostile to wus, which was
irreconcilable with friendly relations to us.

Concerning the question of resumng econom c negotiations Ml otov
referred to the |last conversation between M koyan and Hilger. WMblotov
showed hinself informed, approved the attitude of M koyan, and suggested
that we give Mkoyan the desired information. After settlenent of this
guestion the trip to Mdscow contenplated by Schnurre woul d perhaps prove
usef ul .

My inpression is that the Soviet Governnent is greatly interested
in knowing our political views and in maintaining contact wth us.
Al 't hough a strong distrust was evident in everything that Ml otov said,
nevert hel ess he described nornalization of relations with Gernmany as
desirable and possible. Progress is to be seen also in the fact that
Mol otov, in connection with the resunption of econonic negotiations, this
time did not speak of prior creation of a political basis, but confined
hinself to M koyan's denand.

I  request telegraphic instructions whether and in what form
conpliance should be given to Mkoyan's requests, presented also by
Mol ot ov.

(Cf. telegraphic reports No. 111 and 113 of the 20th and the 27th
of this nonth.) [15]

SCHULENBURG

* kK k%

Frame 111464, serial 103



The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Office (Wizséacker) to the
Ger man Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

Tel egram
No. 134
BERLI N, June 30, 1939.

Ref erence your tel egram 115. [16]

Reich Foreign Mnister took note of your telegraphic report on
conversation with Mblotov. He is of the opinion that in the politi-

[15] Neither printed.
[16] Supra.
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cal field enough had been said until further instruction and that for the
noment the tal ks shoul d not be taken up again by us.

Concerning the possible econonic negotiations with the Russian
Governnent, the deliberations here have not yet been concluded. In this
matter, too, request that for time being nothing further be initiated,
but that instructions be awaited.

WEI ZSACKER
* % % % %
Frames 111460-111469, serial 103

The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
No. 121 of July 3
Moscow, July 3, 1939-8:40 p. m
Received July 4, 1339-1:20 a. m

Ref erence tel egramof July 2 No. 139. [17]

In accordance with instructions, | add to ny telegram No. 115 of
June 28 the follow ng:
Mol otov received nme in the Kremlin, after | had announced ny

arrival three hours before. Correct translation was secured through
Hlger. Molotov's translator failed to appear.

| opened the discussion with the statenent that on the basis of the
talks in Berlin, particularly with the Reich Foreign Mnister, | had the
i npression that we would welcone a nornalization of relations with the
Soviet Union. The State Secretary had very clearly acquainted Herr
Astakhov with our position. Indicative of this position was the
following: correct tone of the German press toward the Soviet Union,
conclusion of non-aggression treaties with the Baltic countries and our
desire for resunption of econonic negotiations.

Mol otov listened attentively and stated that he received this
comuni cation with satisfaction. | continued that since the conversation
of the State Secretary with Astakhov we had waited for a Soviet statenent
as to what Ml otov had meant in his conversation with me on May 20 by the



words "creation of a political basis for the resunption of economc
negotiations"; | would also have to point out to himthat the attitude of
the Soviet press in all questions concerning Germany still gave cause for
serious criticism Herr Astakhov had been told that Herr Ml otov wanted
to answer ne personally. Anpng ot her

[17] Not printed.
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things I had cone in order to inquire whether he held anything to tell
ne.

In his answer Mlotov did not go into the question as to the
meani ng of the concept "political basis," but he declared that the Soviet
Governnent in accordance with the enunciations of its |eaders desired
good relations wth all countries and therefore-provided there was
reciprocity-wuld also wel come a normalization of relations with Gernmany.
It was not the fault of the Soviet Governnent if these relations had
becone bad. He could not accept the criticism of the Soviet press, since
he was not aware of any hostile attitude of the press toward Cermany.

| replied that much could be said about these questions; that | had
not, however, conme to talk of the past, but of the future.

Ther eupon, Ml otov asked how we visualized further devel opnents and
what changes had occurred lately in the relations between Germany and the
Soviet Union. As to the non-aggression treaties, Germany had concluded
them in the first place in her own interest, and they concerned only
Germany and the countries participating, but not the Soviet Union.
Furthernore, he would have to doubt the permanence of such treaties after
t he experiences which Pol and had had.

| replied that our non-aggression treaties provided the Baltic
countries with additional security, in which the Soviet Union was very
much interested. Poland had herself provoked the termination of the
treaty with us by behaving irresponsibly and joining a conbination
hostile to us, which was irreconcilable with friendly relations with us.
To this Mlotov stated that in his opinion the treaty concl uded by Pol and
with England was a purely defensive instrument.

| disagreed and pointed out that the word "defensive" in this
connection was of only academic significance. Then | returned to
Mol otov's question as to how we visualized further devel opnents and said
that, in my opinion, the main task in the future would be that both
countries avoid everything that would lead to a further deterioration of
relations and do everything that might result in their inprovenent.
Germany had no ill intentions against the Soviet Union, and one of the
proofs for that was the Berlin Treaty, which we had extended sone tine
ago.

Ther eupon Ml otov asked, "Are you convinced that the Berlin Treaty

is really still in force and has not been abrogated by later treaties
concl uded by CGermany?" | replied the followi ng: "I know
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of no such treaties and have no reason to doubt the validity of the
Berlin Treaty."

At the end | asked Mol otov what he had to say to the question of
the resunpti on of econonic negoti ati ons.

Mol otov replied that he knew the contents of the |ast conversation
between M koyan and Hilger. He approved M koyan's (group mssing) and
suggested that we give M koyan the desired information.



| sought to convince Mlotov that it would not be in the interest
of speeding up the economic negotiations if details were discussed
bet ween M koyan and Hilger or nme, since we continuously had to request
instructions from Berlin. Schnurre, on the other hand, had all the
necessary authority, know edge, and experience and would be able to
concl ude the negotiations quickly to nmutual satisfaction

Ther eupon Ml otov indicated that cancellation of Schnurre's trip in
February had annoyed the Soviet Union. They would leave it to M koyan,
who had mastery of the subject nmatter, to ask for what he considered
right. Wien we had given the infornation desired by Mkoyan, a trip by
Schnurre to Moscow ni ght perhaps prove useful.

The conversation closed in friendly spirit and with my repeated
request that Mdlotov influence the attitude of the Soviet press.

SCHULENBURG

* k% % %

Frames 178431-178434, serial 276

The Counselor of Enbassy of the German Enbassy in the Soviet Union
(Tippelskirch) to the German Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

BERLIN, JULY 12, 1939.

MY DEAR MR AMBASSADOR: Herr Lam a, [18] whom | asked to | remenber
me to you, has probably already told you a few things. However, | still
would like to report on ny inpressions here. The Reich Foreign Mnister
was busy with the Bulgarian state visit and was not able to see ne.
O herwi se, however, with the exception of Gaus and Sel chow, who were on
vacation | have talked to all personalities concerned. The State
Secretary was interested to hear an opinion as to what result the
Engl i sh- French- Sovi et pact negotiations would have. He said that he could
not inmagine that the Soviet Union after having entered the negotiations
would let them pass without result and sink back into isolation. He was
al so interested in your conversations with Mlotov and renmarked that in
hi s opi nion our side had done enough

[18] O the staff of the Gernman Enbassy in Mbscow.
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politically for the nmonment. Then we di scussed the instructions concerning
the answer to M koyan, and | expressed nyself as in favor of giving this
information. (The instructions were subnitted to the Fihrer by the Reich
Foreign Mnister and were dispatched after details had been added by the
State Secretary.) The State Secretary believed that we might try to nmake
sonme progress in the field of economics, but slowy and step by step. The
State Secretary apparently did not want to go further into the subject of
the "Berlin Treaty ;" he asked about the result of the discussion wth
Mol otov on this point. | referred to your second tel egram and said that
you had only touched upon the topic. My vacation appeared to hima little
bit long!! | shall therefore be back at the beginning of August.

Herr Schnurre was not in a very good nood. He stressed repeatedly
that wi thout any positive reaction by Mlotov it would be difficult to
make any progress. He showed ne an order of the Fiuhrer he had received by
t el ephone on June 30 according to which further activities in Mdscow were



to be stopped in view of the conduct of the Russians. Thereupon, Schnurre
drafted a nmenorandum and the order. | told him that the Enbassy and
particularly you, yourself, had done everything possible, but we could
not drag Mol otov and M koyan through the Brandenburger Tor

Unfortunately, | stayed with Wernmann only a short tine, because
the State Secretary called for nme. He considered it as inportant that the
Sovi et s, t hrough  Astakhov, had taken the initiative for t he
rapprochement. | did not deny that, but | <called attention to the
Four ni er despatch published by the Tenps about the negative statenent of
the Sovi et Enbassy here, which had escaped him Incidentally, he nade an
interesting remark about the Berlin Treaty which nakes it appear
advi sable not to touch upon the topic again w thout instructions. Mre
details orally! | have talked with Schliep about the Konsonol people and
caused him to have further steps taken now for the renoval [die
Abbef 6r derung] .

O course, we conferred with everyone else concerned, including
Meyer - Heydenhagen. | have also roused Herr Schwendenmann against the
Konmsonol people. Then | discussed with Braun Stumm (since Dr. Schmidt was
not available) everything concerning the press in the sense of your
letter to Seibert which, incidentally, Schnmidt still had, and it fell on
fertile ground.

In the Personnel Division | talked with Herren Kriebel, Schroeder
D enstmann, Dittnmann. In accordance with your instructions | expressed
nmysel f as agai nst either one of us being reassigned.
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According to ny inpressions the problem of the Soviet Union is
still of the greatest interest here. The opinions, however, fluctuate and
are undecided. The formation of a definite political opinion has not yet
materialized.

Toni ght | am going to Badgastein, Hotel Kaiserhof.

Wth nost cordial regards | renmain, ny dear Anbassador, yours nost
respectfully, Heil Htler

W von Tl PPELSKI RCH
* % % % %
Frame 111485, serial 103

The German Anmbassador to the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
URGENT
Moscow, July 22, 1939-1:07 p. m
Received July 22, 1939-1:35 p. m
No. 136 of July 22

Entire Soviet press today publishes follow ng report under headline
"In the Foreign Trade Commissariat":

"Sovi et-German negotiations on comerce and credit have recently
been resuned. Negotiations are being conducted by Babarin, the Deputy
Conmmerci al Representative in Berlin, for the Foreign Trade Comm ssari at,



and by Schnurre for the Germans."
SCHULENBURG
Franes 69530- 69536, serial 127

Foreign O fice Menorandum

SECRET
12169
BERLIN, July 27, 1939.
VEMORANDUM
In accordance with my instructions | invited the Soviet Chargé,
Ast akhov, and Babarin, the chief of the Soviet trade mission here, to
Ewest for dinner last night. The Russians stayed until about half past

twel ve. The Russians started the talk about the political and economc
probl enms which interest us in a very lively and interested manner so that
an informal and thorough discussion of the individual topics nentioned by
the Reich Foreign Mnister was possible. The following parts of the
conversation shoul d be stressed:

1. Referring to remarks by Astakhov about close collaboration and
community of interests in foreign policy which fornerly existed between
Germany and Russia, | explained that such collaboration
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appeared attainable to ne now, if the Soviet Government considered it
desirable. | could visualize three stages:

Stage One: The re-establishnent of collaboration in econonc
affairs through the credit and comercial treaty which is to be
concl uded.

Stage TWO The nornmalization and inprovement of political
relations. This included, among other things, respect for the interests
of the other party in the press and in public opinion and respect for the
scientific and cultural activities of the other country. The official
participation by Astakhov in German Art Day at Minich, or the invitation
of GCerman delegates to the Agricultural Exhibition in Mscow, as
suggested by himto the State Secretary, could, for instance, be included
under this heading.

Stage Three would be the re-establishment of good politica
relations, either a return to what had been in existence before (Berlin
Treaty [19]) or a new arrangenent which took account of the vita
political interests of both parties. This stage three appeared to ne
within reach, because controversial problens of foreign policy, which
woul d exclude such a relationship between the two countries, did not, in
my opinion, exist in the whole area fromthe Baltic Sea to the Black Sea
and the Far East. |In addition, despite all the differences in
Wl t anschauung, there was one thing in comon in the ideology of GCernany,
Italy, and the Soviet Union: opposition to the capitalist denpcracies
Neither we nor Italy had anything in comobn with the capitalism of the
West. Therefore it would appear to us quite paradoxical if the Soviet
Union, as a Socialist state, were to side with the Wstern denocraci es.



2. Wth the strong agreenent of Babarin, Astakhov designated the
way of rapprochement with Germany as the one that corresponded with the
vital interests of the two countries. However, he enphasized that the
tenpo nust probably be very slow and gradual. The Soviet Union had been
forced to feel itself nost seriously nenaced by the National Socialist
foreign policy. W had appropriately called our present politica
situation encirclenent. That was exactly how, after the events of
Septenber of l|ast year, the political situation had appeared to the
Soviet Union. Astakhov nentioned the Anti-Conmintern Pact and our
relations to Japan, and Minich and the free hand in Eastern Europe that
we gained there, the political consequences of which were bound to be
directed against the Soviet Union. Qur assunption that the Baltic
countries and Finland, as well as Rumania, were in our sphere of interest
completed for the Soviet Government the feeling of being nenaced. Moscow
could not quite believe in a

[19] Treaty of friendship and neutrality between Gernmany and the Sovi et
Union, signed at Berlin April 24, 1926.
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shift of German policy with respect to the Soviet Union. A change could
only be expected gradual ly.

3. In ny reply | pointed out that Gernan policy in the East had
taken an entirely different course in the neantime. On our part there
could be no question of nenacing the Soviet Union; our ainms were in an
entirely different direction. Mlotov, hinself, in his |ast speech had
called the Anti-Conmintern Pact canouflage for an alliance ainmed against
the Western denopcracies. He was acquainted with the Danzig question, and
the related Polish question. | saw in these anything but a clash of
interests between Germany and the Soviet Union. That we woul d respect the
integrity of the Baltic countries and of Finland had becone sufficiently
cl ear through our non-aggression pacts and our non-aggression offers. Qur
relationship to Japan was that of a well-founded friendship, which was
not, however, ainmed against Russia. Gernan policy was ainmed against
Engl and. That was the decisive factor. As | had stated previously, |
could imagine a far-reaching conprom se of nutual interests wth due
consideration for the problems which were vital to Russia. However, this
possibility was barred the noment the Soviet Union, by signing a treaty,
sided Wth Engl and agai nst Gernmany. The Sovi et Union would then have nade
its choice, and then would only be able to share the German opposition
with England. Only for this reason would | have any objection to his view
that the tenpo of a possible understandi ng between Germany and the Sovi et
Union had to be slow. The tinme was opportune now, but would not be after
the conclusion of a pact WTH London. This would have to be considered in
Moscow. What could England offer Russia? At best, participation in a
Eur opean war and the hostility of Germany, but not a single desirable end
for Russia. Wit could we offer, on the other hand? Neutrality and
staying out of a possible European conflict and, if Mscow w shed, a
Ger man- Russi an under standi ng on nutual interests which, just as in forner
times, would work out to the advantage of both countries.

4. During the subsequent discussion Astakhov came back again to the
gquestion of the Baltic countries and asked whether, besides econonic
penetration, we had nmore far-reaching political ains there. He also took
up the Rumanian question seriously. As to Poland, he stated that Danzig
would return to the Reich in one way or another and that the Corridor
question would have to be solved sonehow in favor of the Reich. He asked
whet her the territories which once belonged to Austria were not also



tending toward Gernmany, particularly the @Glician and Ukrainian
territories. After describing our

Page 36

comrercial relations to the Baltic countries, | confined nyself to the
statement that no Gernan-Russian clash of interests would result from all
these questions. Mreover, the settlenment of the Ukrainian question had
shown that we did not aim at anything there that would endanger Soviet
i nterests.

5. There was a rather extensive discussion about the question of
why National Socialism had sought the enmity of the Soviet Union in the

field of foreign policy. In Mscow, they had never been able to
understand this. They had always had full understanding for the donestic
opposition to Conmmunism | took advantage of this opportunity to explain

in detail our opinion concerning the change in Russian Bol shevism during
recent years. The antagonism of National Socialism resulted naturally
fromthe fight against the Comunist Party of Gernmany whi ch depended upon
Moscow and was only a tool of the Conmintern. The fight against the German
Communi st Party had long been over. Communism had been eradicated in
Germany. The inportance of the Com ntern had been overshadowed by the
Pol i tbureau, where all entirely different policy was being followed now
than at the time when the Conmintern dominated. The analgamation of
Bol shevismwith the national history of Russia, which expressed itself in
the glorification of great Russian nmen and deeds (celebration of the
battle of Poltava, Peter the Geat, the battle on Lake Peipus, Al exander
Nevski), had really changed the international face of Bolshevism as we
see it, particularly since Stalin had postponed world revolution
indefinitely. In this state of affairs we saw possibilities today which
we had not seen earlier, provided that no attenpt was nmade to spread
Communi st propaganda in any formin Gernany.

6. At the end Astakhov stressed how val uable this conversation had
been to him He would report it to Mscow, and he hoped that it would
have visible results in subsequent devel opnents there. The question of
the conmerce and credit treaty was discussed in detail.

7. After the statenents of the Russians | had the inpression that
Moscow had not yet deci ded what they want to do. The Russians were silent
about the status and chances of the English pact negotiations.
Considering all this, it looks as if Mscow, for the tine being, is
following a policy of delay and postponenent toward us as well as Engl and
in order to defer decisions the inportance of which they understand
completely. Therefore the receptive attitude of the Russians after the
various tal ks, particularly the attitude of Mlotov; therefore the delay
in the protracted econonic negotiations, in which the Russians absolutely
reserve the tenpo to thensel ves; therefore
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nmost likely also the retention of Anmbassador Merekalov in Mscow. As a
further handicap, there is the excessive distrust, not only toward us but
toward England as well. From our point of view it nmay be considered a
not ewort hy success that Mscow, after nonths of negotiation with England,
still remains uncertain as to what she ought to do eventually.

SCHNURRE

* k% % %



Franmes 69528- 69529, serial 127

The German Foreign O fice to the German Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

SECRET
BERLIN, July 29, 1939.
W 12169

On the evening of the 26th of this nmonth Schnurre had a detail ed
di scussion with Astakhov and Babarin, the content of which is reported in
t he encl osed menorandum [20] Astakhov's answer indicates that a detailed
report fromhimis already available in Moscow. At the end Astakhov asked
whether we would naintain simlar opinions if a promnent Soviet
representative were to discuss these questions with a prom nent German
representative. Schnurre answered this question essentially in the
affirmative.

It would be inportant for us to know whether the statenents nade to
Ast akhov and Babarin have found any response in Mscow |If you see the
opportunity of arranging a new talk with Mlotov, | request that you
sound himout in this sense and that, should the occasion arise, you use
the Iine of thought of the nmenorandum |If it should develop that Ml otov
abandons the reserve thus far maintained by him you can advance another
step in your presentation and state sonewhat nore precisely what was
expressed generally in the nmemobrandum This concerns particularly the
Pol i sh question. In any devel opnent of the Polish question, either in a
peaceful manner as we desire it or in any other way that is forced upon
us, we would be prepared to safeguard all Soviet interests and to reach

an understanding with the Mscow GCovernment. |If the talk proceeds
positively in the Baltic question too, the idea could be advanced that we
will adjust our stand with regard to the Baltic in such a manner as to

respect the vital Soviet interests in the Baltic.
Draft signed by von WElI ZSACKER
[ 20] Supr a.
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Frame 260369, serial 695

The State Secretary in the Gernan Foreign Office (Wizsacker) to the
German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)

VERY URGENT

BERLI N, August 3, 1939-1:47 p. m

Recei ved Moscow, August 3, 1939-6:00 p. m
SECRET

No. 164 of August 3
For the Anbassador for his information.
Ref erence telegraphic instruction of today. [21] In accordance with

the political situation and in the interest of speed, we are anxious,
wi t hout prejudice to your conversation with Ml otov schedul ed for today,



to continue in Berlin the clarification of terns for the adjustnent of
German- Sovi et interests. To this end Schnurre will receive Astakhov today
and will tell himthat we would be ready for nore concrete discussions if
that is also the desire of the Soviet Government. We would propose in
this case that Astakhov obtain instructions from Mbscow. W would then be
prepared to speak quite concretely concerning problens of possible
interest to the Soviet Union.

VEI ZSACKER

*kkk*k

Franmes 69519- 69521, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLI N, August 3, 1939-3:47 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 4, 1939-4:30 a. m

No. 166 of August 3
For the Anbassador personally!

Last evening | received the Russian Chargé, who had previously
called at the office on other matters. | intended to continue with him
the conversations with which you are famliar, that had previously been
conducted with Astakhov by nmenbers of the Foreign Ofice with ny
permission. | alluded to the trade agreenent discussions, which are at
present progressing satisfactorily, and designated such a trade agreenent
as a good step on the way toward a nornalization of Gernman-Russian
relationships, if this was desired. It was well known that the tone of
our press with regard to Russia had for over half a year been a very
different one. | considered that, insofar as the desire

[21] No. 166, infra.
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existed on the Russian side, a remolding of our relations was possible,
on two conditions:

a) noninterference in the internal affairs of the other country (Herr
Ast akhov believes he can prom se this forthw th);

b) abandonnment of a policy directed against our vital interests. To this,
Ast akhov was wunable to give any clear-cut answer, but he thought his
Governnent had the desire to pursue a policy of mutual understanding with
Cer many.

| continued that our policy was a direct and |ong-range one; we
were in no hurry. W were favorably disposed toward Mscow, it was
therefore a question of what direction the rulers there wanted to take.
If Moscow took a [negative] [22] attitude, we would know where we stood
and how to act. If the reverse were the case there was no problem from



the Baltic to the Black Sea that could not be solved between the two of
us. | said that there was room for the two of us on the Baltic and that
Russian interests by no neans needed to clash with ours there. As far as
Pol and was concerned, we were watching further devel opnents attentively
and dispassionately. In case of provocation on the part of Poland, we
would settle matters with Poland in the space of a week. For this
contingency, | dropped a gentle hint at comng to an agreement wth
Russia on the fate of Poland. | described Gernan-Japanese relations as
good and friendly; this relationship was a lasting one. As to Russian-
Japanese rel ations, however, | had ny own ideas (by which |I neant a | ong-
range nodus vivendi between the two countries).

| conducted whole conversation in an even tone and in conclusion
again made it clear to the Chargé that in international politics we
pursued no such tactics as the denmpcratic powers. W were accustonmed to
building on solid ground, did not need to pay heed to vacillating public
opi nion, and did not desire any sensations. |If conversations such as ours
were not handled with the discretion they deserved, they would have to be
di scontinued. W were naking no fuss about it; the choice lay, as
mentioned, with Mscow. If they were interested there in our ideas, why
then Herr Molotov could shortly pick up the thread again with Count
Schul enburg (this superseded by tel egram No. 161 [23]).

Concl usi on of the conversation.

[22] This word, nmissing in the telegram as received in the Mscow
Enbassy, has been supplied fromthe German Foreign Ofice file copy.
[23] Ante, p. 37.
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Not e for Count Schul enburg:

| conducted the conversation w thout showi ng any haste. The Chargé,
who seenmed interested, tried several tines to pin the conversation down
to nore concrete terns, whereupon | gave him to understand that | would
be prepared to neke it nore concrete as soon as the Soviet Governnent
officially commnicated its fundamental desire for a new relationship.
Shoul d Astakhov be instructed in this sense, we for our part would be
interested in an early definite settlenment. This exclusively for your
personal information.

RI BBENTROP
*k k%%
Frames 695322- 69527, serial 127

The Cerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the German
Foreign, Ofice

Tel egram
Moscow, August 4, 1939-12:20 a. m
No. 158 of August 3

Re instruction W1216g of July 29, and tel egraphic directive of July 31.
[24]



In a conference of 1 1/4 hours today, Ml otov abandoned his usual
reserve and appeared unusually open. | referred to ny |last conversation
with M and said that in the neantinme econom ¢ negotiations had been
resumed in Berlin and were apparently proceeding in a prom sing manner.
we were consequently expecting an early conclusion. An exchange of ideas
had further taken place between Schnurre and Soviet representatives in
Berlin, as to the contents of which M was surely inforned. M confirned
the fact that "by and large" he was posted in the matter. Referring to
Ast akhov's question as to whether Schnurre's statements would, if the

occasi on arose, be backed up by a qualified German personage, | declared
that | was authorized to confirm explicitly the train of thought
devel oped by Schnurre. 1 then explained how, on the basis of the three

steps nentioned by Schnurre, we contenplated the normalization and
i mprovenent of our relations with the Soviet Union. In continuation |
stated that from the Baltic to the Black Sea, in our opinion, no
opposition of interests existed between Germany and the Soviet Union,
that the Anti-Comntern Pact was not directed against the Soviet Union,
that by concl udi ng non-aggression pacts with the Baltic countries we

[24] Latter not printed.
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had proven our decision to respect their integrity, and that our well-
known demands on Poland neant no inmpairnment of Soviet interests. W
therefore believed that adjustment of interests was entirely possible and
wer e asking the opinion of the Soviet Governnment in this matter.

M answered point by point at sonme length. He stated that the
Sovi et CGovernnent had always desired the conclusion of an econonmc
agreenent and if a like desire existed on the German side, he considered
the prospects for realization of an econonmic agreement as entirely
favorable. So far as the attitude of the Soviet press was concerned, he
consi dered our reproaches-with some exceptions-unjustified. But he took
the stand that the press of both countries must desist from anything that
mght tend to exacerbate their relations. He considered the gradual
resunption of cultural relations necessary and expedient and believed
that a gratifying start had al ready been nmade toward i nprovenent.

Going on to the question of political relations, M declared that
the Soviet Government also desired normalization and inprovenent of
nmut ual rel ations. It was not its fault that relations had so
deteriorated. The reason for this he saw, firstly, in the conclusion of
the Anti-Comintern Pact and in everything that had been said and done in
this connection. To ny objection that the Anti-Conmintern Pact was not
directed against the Soviet Union and had been designated by M hinself
on May 31st as an alliance against the Wstern denocracies M said that
the Anti-Comintern Pact had nevertheless encouraged the aggressive
attitude of Japan toward the Soviet Union. In the second place, GCermany
had supported Japan, and thirdly, the German CGovernnent had repeatedly
shown that it would not participate in any international conferences in
which the Soviet Union participated. M cited the neeting in Minich as an
exanpl e.

| answered M in detail, stressing that it was not a matter of
di scussi ng the past but of finding new ways.

M replied that the Soviet Governnent was prepared to participate
in the quest for such ways; yet he nust insist on asking how ny
statements of today are to be reconciled with the three points nentioned
by him Proofs of a changed attitude of the Gernman Covernment were for
the present still |acking.



| thereupon again stressed the absence of opposition of interests
in foreign policy and nentioned Gernman readiness so to orient our
behavior with regard to the Baltic States, if occasion arose, as to
safeguard vital Soviet Baltic interests.
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At the mention of the Baltic States, M was interested in |earning
what States we neant by the term and whether Lithuania was one of them

On the Polish question | stated that we persevered in our well-
known demands on Poland but strove for a peaceful solution. If on the
other hand a different solution were forced on us, we were prepared to
protect all Soviet interests and conme to an understanding with the Sovi et
Governnent on this matter.

M showed evident interest but said that a peaceful solution
depended first of all on us.

| vigorously contradicted this and pointed out that the British
guarantee had unfortunately brought it about that the decision lay wth
the Polish authorities.

I then repudiated Mlotov's assertion that Germany alone was to
blane for deterioration in German-Soviet relations. | rem nded him of the
fateful consequences of the conclusion of the treaty of 1935 with France
and added that the possible new participation by the Soviet Union in a
conbi nation hostile to Germany mght play a simlar role. M replied that
the present course taken by the Soviet Union ained at purely defensive
ends and at the strengthening of a defensive front agai nst aggression. In
contrast to this, Germany had supported and pronoted the aggressive
attitude of Japan by the Anti-Comntern Pact and in the mlitary alliance
with Italy was pursuing offensive as well as defensive ains.

In conclusion M assured ne that he would apprise his Governnment of
my statenents and repeated that the Soviet Governnent also desired
nornal i zation and inprovenent of relations.

From M's whole attitude it was evident that the Soviet Governnent
was in fact nore prepared for inprovenent in German-Soviet relations, but

that the old mstrust of Germany persists. My over-all inpression is that
the Soviet Government is at present determined to sign with England and
France if they fulfill all Soviet w shes. Negotiations, to be sure, m ght
still last a long tinme, especially since mstrust of England is also
great. | believe that ny statenments nade an inpression on M; it wll

nevert hel ess take considerable effort on our part to cause the Soviet
Governnment to sw ng about.

SCHUL ENBURG
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The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to Counsel or of
Legation Schliep of the German Foreign Ofice

Moscow, August 7, 1939.
DEAR COUNSELOR OF LEGATION SCHLIEP: Sincerest thanks for your

letter of the 2d of this nonth [25] and its interesting enclosure.
As a mtter of fact, | have in the neantinme received the



tel egraphic instruction to take part in Party Day. On Septenber 1, | am
to travel in the new grey uniformfromBerlin to Nuernberg with the other
gentl enmen of the Foreign Ofice. That neans that | nust be in Berlin on
August 27 at the latest. A final fitting and the purchase of a number of
accessories are unavoi dabl e.

You know from our telegram that the political negotiations of the
British and the French have been interrupted for the time being. M.
Strang left by air this norning for London, where a great quantity of
work kind allegedly accunulated for him At the end of the week, the
British and French officers will cone. The British mlitary nmen here
regard the prospects of the pending nmilitary negotiations also wth
consi derabl e skepticism Among the nmenbers of the British Mlitary
Mssion is the former Air Attaché in Mscow, Collier. Collier is a very

sober and quiet nan and knows Soviet conditions well. At the tinme of the
intervention, he was in Archangel. The fact that he is being sent is
wel coned by the British here, since he wll not be taken in by the

Russi ans and knows their nethods of negotiation.

Concerning the political negotiations up to now, we hear that
t hroughout Herr Mol otov sat like a bunp on a log. * He hardly ever opened
his nouth, and if he did it was to utter only the brief remark: "Your
statements do not appear to ne entirely satisfactory. | shall notify ny
Governnent." The British and the French Anbassadors are both said to be
conpl etely exhausted and glad that they now have a breathing spell ahead
of them The Frenchman said to one of ny informants, "Thank God that that
fellow ** will not participate in the mlitary negotiations!"

Regarding ny conversations wth Mlotov, you are, of course,
informed. | believe that we put a few good fleas in the ears of the
Sovi ets, anyhow. At every word and at every step, one can see the great
distrust toward us. That this is so, we have known for a |ong

[25] Not printed.

* He has been very different toward Hilger and nme of late, very
comuni cative and anmiable. [Marginal note in the original]

** Mblotov. [Footnote in the original]
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tinme. The unfortunate part of it is, that the mstrust of such people is
very easily kindled and can only be allayed slowy and with difficulty.

| recently wote you of runors concerning the fist-fight between
the Turkish Anbassador Apaydin (who left here very suddenly) and his
mlitary attaché. At that time | didn't believe these runors, but they
seem to be correct. | hear now on good authority that the fracas even
took place before witnesses. At first the mlitary attaché was also
recal l ed, but then this disciplinary neasure was w t hdrawn, apparently so
that the runors concerning the fight which were circulating here would
not receive new support.

My ol d acquai ntance, Mnister Idman, who at present is in charge of
the Finnish Legation, told ne that when he called on Mdlotov the latter
expressed hinself as very dissatisfied over the hostile attitude of the
Fi nni sh press toward Russia. |Idman said he replied that the Finnish press
is free to wite what it wishes and if it prints anti-Russian articles
the Soviet Union had certainly given occasion for them

The Danish Mnister here recently made his first call on Mol otov.
The M nister President brought up the question of the Gernan-Dani sh Non-
aggression Treaty. He had taken note of, but had nmade no conment on, the
M nister's statenment that Denmark was much reassured by the concl usion of
t he pact.



In conversation with Mlotov, the Mnisters of Latvia and Estonia
here al so characterized the Gernman Non-aggression Treaties as guarantees
of peace, and remarked that the conclusion of the treaties had been
entirely natural, since Latvia and Estonia had simlar non-aggression
treaties with the Soviet Union. Mdlotov, however, had taken the position
that these treaties indicated an inclination toward Gernmany, and he could
not be noved fromthis position.

The Estonian Chargé here, in talking about the attitude of the
Soviets toward Baltic questions, spoke of the possibility that Germany
m ght guarantee the independence of Latvia and Estonia, as it had done
with Belgium | am of the opinion that the Soviets no |onger want such a
guarantee to be given by us.

CGeneral Koéstring, who has gone to Berlin for a few days, will |ook
you up and give you the news fromhere. | hope he has already done it. W
are very curious to know what news he will bring us from Berlin. Just as
eagerly we await the arrival of Herr von Tippel skirch on next Friday.
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I hope the three Germans will arrive soon who are to visit the
agricultural exhibition here at the invitation of the Soviet Governnent.
The exhibition is really very much worth seeing (amazingly grandi ose).
Should not the Soviet Governnent be invited to the Eastern Fair at
Koni gsberg? Cbviously it is too late for the Soviet Union to participate
and to send exhibits to the fair; however, in return for the invitation
to the agricultural exhibition, a couple of Soviet representatives could
at least be invited to visit the fair.

Here the rather terrific heat continues. | like it better than the
usual rain and nud.

Wth warnest regards to your wife and with greetings to you, and
with Heil Hitler! I remain, dear Herr Schliep,

Si ncerely yours,
COUNT von der SCHULENBURG

*kk k%
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Foreign O fice Menorandum

To W 1301/ 39g

VEMORANDUM
Sovi et Chargé Astakhov called on nme today at 11 a. m for a
conversation lasting an hour. First the journey of the German
participants in the agricultural exhibition at Mdscow was discussed (cf.
separate nenmorandum [26]). | then asked Astakhov whether he had any news

from Moscow regardi ng the questions which had been discussed between us.
Ast akhov replied in the affirmative and stated as fol |l ows:

The question informally discussed between us, as to whether a
political thought should be inserted in the preanble to the credit
agreenment, had al so been examined in Mbscow. It was held nore appropriate
not to connect the trade and credit agreenment wth [|anguage of a
political nature. This would be anticipating the future. | replied to
Herr Astakhov that this was our view, too. Astakhov then mentioned that
he had once again received an express instruction from Mscow to



enphasi ze that the Soviet Governnent desired an inprovenent in relations
with Germany. The declaration he had nade to ne the last tine was thereby
strengthened. | took advantage of this in the ensuing conversation to
tell Astakhov the foll ow ng:

W had noted with satisfaction that the Soviet Governnent was
anxi ous to continue the conversation regarding the inprovenent of Sovi et-
German rel ations. W had wi shed that Ml otov would | et

[26] Not printed.
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us know his basic attitude in regard to the status of Soviet interests in
order to facilitate further conversations and had believed that it was
premature for us to discuss concrete problenms so long as we did not know
exactly the interests of the Soviets. But, in any event, one question was
quite ripe, namely Poland. The Polish delusion of grandeur, shielded by
Engl and, drove Poland constantly to new provocations. W were still
hoping that Poland would sonehow cone to reason, so that a peaceful
solution could be found. Failing this, it was possible that, against our
wi |l and against our desires, a solution by force of arns would have to
take place. If, as we had now done on various occasions, we had declared
ourselves willing to enter upon a large-scale adjustnment of nutual
interests with Mbscow, it was inportant for us to know the position of
the Soviet Government on the question of Poland. In Mscow, after
political negotiations had brought no result, mlitary negotiations were
now being conducted with England and France. W scarcely believe that.
contrary to the direction in which her interests clearly lay, the Sovi et
Union will align herself with England and make herself, as had England, a
guar antor of mnegal omani ac Polish aspirations. It would, of course, nean a
poor start for the Gernan-Soviet conversations, if, however, as a result
of the mlitary negotiations in Mscow, a sort of mlitary alliance were
contenpl ated against us, with the Soviet Union participating. These were
therefore questions that were of interest to us at this stage of our
conversations, and upon them depended, after all, the prospects of
achieving a German-Soviet understanding: in the first place, then, the
attitude of the Soviet Union on the Polish question, and, in the second
place, the objectives that Mscow was pursuing in the nlitary
di scussions with England and France. | could again assure Herr Astakhov,
as | had already done on various occasions, that, even in the event of a
solution by force of arns, German interests in Poland were quite limnted.
They did not at all need to collide with Soviet interests of any Kkind,
but we had to know those interests. If the notive behind the negotiations
conducted by Mscow with England was the feeling of being threatened by
Germany in the event of a German-Polish conflict, we for our part were
prepared to give the Soviet Union every assurance desired, which would
surely carry nore weight than support by England, which could never
becone effective in Eastern Europe.

Ast akhov was keenly interested, but naturally had no instructions
of any kind from Moscow to discuss the subject of Poland or the subject
of the negotiations in Mdscow. In the course of the conversation,
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however, he went quite extensively into both subjects on his own accord.
The negotiations with England had begun at a time when there had still
been no sign of a disposition on the part of Germany to come to an
under standi ng. The negotiations had been entered upon w thout nuch



enthusiasm but they had to conduct them because they had to protect
t hensel ves against the Gernman threat and had to accept assistance where-
ever it was offered. To be sure, the situation had changed since the
conversations with Germany had started. But one could not now sinply
break off sonething which had been begun after mature consideration. The
outcone of the negotiations was uncertain in his opinion, and it was
quite possible that his CGovernnment I|ikewi se considered the question as
completely open. Qur conversation of today, just as those which
previously took place, would surely tend in that direction. On the
question of Poland, he said that he doubted whether he would receive a
concrete reply from Mdscow on this enornmous problem At this stage of the
conversations it was sonewhat |ike putting the cart before the horse to
want to bring the question of Poland up now for final discussion.
Ast akhov sought to learn whether any German decisions in the Polish
question could be expected in the next few days and what Gernany's ains
in respect to Poland were. | avoided a reply to this question and at any
rate did not show such urgency in the matter. Astakhov wll report and
then revert to these questions. Astakhov was unable to answer an infornal
gquestion regarding the possible return of his Anbassador. On the
contrary, he asked me whether we had not heard anything from Mscow
regarding Herr Merekalov. He enphasized, however, that it made no
difference in our talks who was acting as the official representative of
the Sovi et Governnent in Berlin.

SCHNURRE

BERLI N, August 10, 1939.

* kK % %
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The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the State
Secretary in the German Foreign Ofice (Wi zsacker)

Moscow, August 14, 19309.
MY VERY ESTEEMED HERR VON WEI ZSACKER!

May | thank you nost heartily for your gracious letter of the 7th
instant. [27]
| amstill of the opinion that any hasty measure in the matter of

[27] Not printed.
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our relations with the Soviet Union should be avoided; it wll alnopst
al ways be harnful. So | consider it entirely right that our treatnent of
the Sovi et Enbassy in Berlin be relaxed only slowy.

The following were the main points in my last conversation wth
Herr Mdlotov: the statements about the Baltic States satisfied himto a
certain extent, but he wanted to know whether we al so included Lithuania
anong the Baltic States. My statenents on the Polish question evidently
i mpressed him too; he followed ny words with the greatest attentiveness.
His conment on this point is perhaps worth noting: "Conpliance with the
desire of the Gernmans that, in the Polish matter, no 'solution' be forced
on the Reich, depends, above all, on Germany itself.” Herr Mlotov



apparently nmeant thereby that-whatever night happen-the fault would be
ours. Finally-and this seenms to ne the nbst inportant point-Herr Ml otov

demanded that we <cease to support Japanese "aggression." In this
connection, it is perhaps not uninteresting to note that a nenber of the
Anerican Enbassy here, which for the nobst part is very well inforned,
stated to one of our aides that we could at any nonent upset the British-
French negotiations, if we abandoned our support of Japan, sent our
mlitary mssion back to China and delivered arns to the Chinese. | am
afraid that these Anerican ideas are very optimstic, however, and not
readily workable, but the Reich Foreign Mnister, after all, had sone

ideas of his own on this point. Sonething of this sort would, perhaps,
have to take place if we are to make any progress.

The British and French mlitary mssions have been in Mscow for
three days now. The Soviets nade no great fanfare over their arrival.
Only a very few conferences of the military nmen have taken place so far,
and of their subject matter and outcome nothing is yet known. | assune
that the negotiations will last a long tine.

Wth reference to the foregoing, | should like to nention the
following: | received instructions to participate in the Nuernberg Party
Day, and am supposed to |leave Berlin for Nuernberg on Septenber 1 with
the other gentlenen of the foreign service. | nust also have the new grey
uniform made for ne for this purpose. Al though all preparati ons have been
made, | shall nevertheless have to nmake a three-day stop in Berlin in
order to make the final arrangenents and purchases. This neans that |
shall have to | eave here on August 26th, at the latest. The instructions
| have received from the Foreign Ofice are circular instructions, such
as apparently every one of us has received. Wuld it not, as things
stand, be better and nore necessary
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for nme not to go to Nuernberg this time, but to remain here! | am unable,
of course, to judge of these matters with certainty, but | wanted, at

| east, to address an inquiry to you in the nmatter. As natters now stand,
| consider it very proper that our political conversations with the

Soviet Union be carried on in Berlin. In view of conditions here,
however, it seens certain to ne that from time to tinme in order to
expedite matters | shall have to speak with Herr Mblotov, the highest

personage that can be reached. Surely | am the person who can best and
nost easily carry on conversations with Herr Ml otov. This remarkabl e man
and difficult character has now grown accustomed to ne and has, in
conversations with ne, in great neasure abandoned his otherw se always
evi dent reserve. Any new nan would have to start from scratch. But, as |
stated, | am unable to judge whether this viewpoint should prevail or
whet her participation in the Nuernberg Party Day should have priority. |
would therefore be very grateful to you if you would have a short
tel egram sent ne on this subject.

Wth very best regards and a Heil Hitler! | am nmy dear Herr von
Wi zsacker,

Your ever very devoted
F. W SCHULENBURG

* kK k%
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The German Foreign Ofice to the German Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

No. 171 of August 14
BERLI N, August 14, 1939-1:52 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 11, 1939-5 p. m

For the Anbassador for his information.

Ast akhov called on me on Saturday in order to comunicate to nme the
fol | owi ng:

He had received instructions from M otov to state here that the
Soviets were interested in a discussion of the individual groups of
questions that had heretofore been taken up. A designated as such
guestions, anong others, besides the pending econonic negotiations,
questions of the press, cultural collaboration, the Polish question, the
matter of the old Gernan-Soviet political agreenments. Such a discussion,
however, could be undertaken only by degrees or, as we had expressed it,
by stages. The Soviet CGovernment proposed Mscow as the place for these
di scussions, since it was nuch easier for the Soviet GCovernment to
continue the conversations there. In this conversation
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A left the matter open as to whom we would propose to conduct the
conference, the Ambassador or another personage, to be sent out.

To ny question as to what priority the Soviets assigned the
question of Poland, A replied that he had received no specia
instructions regarding sequence, but that the chief stress of his
instructions lay in the phrase " by degrees.”

These conmuni cations  of A's were probably the anplified
instructions to the Chargé of which you notified us.

Subj ect to further instructions.

SCHNURRE
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P
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The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram
MOST URGENT
BERLI N, August 14, 1939-10:53 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 15, 1939-4:40 a. m
No. 175 of August 14

For the Anbassador personally.



| request that you <call upon Herr Mlotov personally and
communi cate to himthe foll ow ng

1) The ideological «contradictions between National Socialist
Germany and the Soviet Union were in past years the sole reason why
Germany and the U S.S.R stood opposed to each other in two separate and
hostile canmps. The devel opnents of the recent period seem to show that
differing world outlooks do not prohibit a reasonable relationship
between the two states, and the restoration of cooperation of a new and
friendly type. The period of opposition in foreign policy can be brought
to an end once and for all and the way lies open for a new sort of future
for both countries.

2) There exist no real conflicts of interest between Gernmany and
the U S. SR The living spaces of Gernmany and the U S.S.R touch each
other, but in their natural requirenents they do not conflict. Thus there
is lacking all cause for an aggressive attitude on the part of one
country against the other. Germany has no aggressive intentions against
the U S.S.R The Reich Governnent is of the opinion that there is no
guestion between the Baltic and the Black Seas which cannot be settled to
the conplete satisfaction of both countries. Among these are such
gquestions as: the Baltic Sea, the Baltic area, Poland, Southeastern
guestions, etc. In such matters political cooperation between the two
countries can have only a beneficial effect. The sane applies to German
and Sovi et econony, which can be expanded in any direction

3) There is no doubt that Gernman-Soviet policy today has conme to an
historic turning point. The decisions with respect to policy to be nade
in the inrediate future in Berlin and Moscow wi |l be of deci-
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sive inportance for the aspect of relationships between the Gernman people
and the peoples of the U S S.R for generations. On those decisions wll
depend whether the two peoples will sone day again and wthout any
conpel ling reason take up arns agai nst each other or whether they pass
again into a friendly relationship. It has gone well with both countries
previously when they were friends and badly when they were enenies.

4) It is true that Germany and the U S S R, as a result of years
of hostility in their respective world outl ooks, today | ook at each other
in a distrustful fashion. A great deal of rubbish which has accunul ated
will have to be cleared away. It nust be said, however, that even during
this period the natural synpathy of the Germans for the Russians never
di sappeared. The policy of both states can be built anew on that basis.

5) The Reich Governnent and the Soviet Governnent nust, judging
from all experience, count it as certain that the capitalistic Wstern
denocracies are the wunforgiving enemies of both National Socialist
Germany and of the U S SR They are today trying again, by the
conclusion of a mlitary alliance, to drive the US SR into the war
against Germany. In 1914 this policy had disastrous results for Russia.
It is the conpelling interest of both countries to avoid for all future
time the destruction of Germany and of the U S. S R, which wuld profit
only the Wstern denocracies

6) The crisis which has been produced in Gernman-Polish relations by
English policy, as well as English agitation for war and the attenpts at
an alliance which are bound up wth that policy, make a speedy
clarification of German-Russian relations desirable. Oherw se these
matters, w thout any German initiative, mght take a turn which would
deprive both Governnents of the possibility of restoring German-Sovi et
friendship and possibly of clearing up jointly the territorial questions
of Eastern Europe. The |eadership in both countries should, therefore not



allow the situation to drift, but should take action at the proper tine.
It would be fatal if, through nutual Iack of know edge of views and
i ntentions our peoples should be finally driven asunder

As we have been informed, the Soviet Governnent al so has the desire
for a «clarification of German-Russian relations. Since, however,
according to previous experience this clarification can be achieved only
slowy through the usual diplomatic channels, Reich Foreign M nister von
Ri bbentrop is prepared to make a short visit to Moscow in order, in the
name of the Fihrer, to set forth the Fuhrer's views to
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Herr Stalin. Only through such a direct discussion, in the view of Herr
von Ribbentrop, can a change be brought about, and it should not be
i mpossible thereby to lay the foundations for a definite inprovenent in
Cer man- Russi an rel ati ons.

ANNEX: | request that you do not give Herr Mlotov these
instructions in witing, but that you read them to him | consider it
i mportant that they reach Herr Stalin in as exact a form as possible and
| authorize you at the same tinme to request from Herr Mlotov on ny
behal f an audience with Herr Stalin so that you nmay be able to nmake this
i mportant conmunication directly to himalso. In addition to a conference
with Mol otov, an extended conference with Stalin would be a condition for
ny making the trip.

Rl BBENTROP
* % k% % %
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The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egr am
VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 16, 1939-2:30 a. m
SECRET

No. 175 of August 15
Ref erence your telegram No. 175 of August 14.

Mol otov received with greatest interest the information | had been
aut horized to convey, designated it as extrenely inportant, and declared
that he would report it to his Covernment at once and give nme an answer
shortly. He could already state that the Soviet Government warmy
wel coned Gernman intentions of inproving relations with the Soviet Union
and in view of nmy communi cation of today now believed in the sincerity of
t hese intentions.

In the matter of the Reich Foreign Mnister com ng here, he wanted
to state tentatively, as his own opinion, that such a trip required
adequate preparation in order that the exchange of opinions mght lead to
results.

In this connection, he was interested in the question of how the
German CGovernnent was di sposed to the idea of concluding a non-aggression



pact with the Soviet Union, and further, whether the German Governnent
was prepared to influence Japan for the purpose of inproverment in Soviet-
Japanese relations and settlenent of border conflicts and whether a
possible joint guarantee of the Baltic States was contenplated by
Cer many.
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Wth regard to sought-for expansion of commercial intercourse, M
admtted that negotiations were progressing successfully in Berlin and
approachi ng a favorabl e concl usi on.

M repeated that if my comunication of today included the idea of
a non-aggression pact or sonething simlar, this question nust be

di scussed in concrete terms, in order that, in the event the Reich
Foreign Mnister comes here, it will not be a matter of an exchange of
opi nion but that concrete decisions will be made.

M recognized that speed was necessary in order not to be
confronted with acconplished facts, but stressed the fact that adequate
preparation of the problens nentioned by himwas indispensable.

A detailed menorandum [28] on the course of the conversation wll
foll ow Thursday by special courier via plane.

SCHULENBURG
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Frames 69503- 69509, serial 127
Menmor andum by the German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg)
SECRET

| began the interview with Mlotov on August |la about 8:00 p m by
stating that according to information which had reached us the Sovi et
Governnent was interested in continuing the political conversations, but
that it preferred that they be carried on in Mscow.

Mol otov replied that this was correct.

Then | read to Herr Mdlotov the contents of the instruction which
had been sent to ne and the German text was imediately translated into
Russi an, paragraph by paragraph. | also inforned Mlotov about the
content of the annex to the instruction which | had received. Ml otov
t ook under consideration nmy conmuni cation that on the instructions of the
Reich Foreign Mnister I was to ask for an audience with Herr Stalin, as
well as ny statenent that in addition to the conference with Ml otov, an
extended conference with Stalin was a condition for the proposed visit of
the Reich Foreign Mnister. Wth regard to the desire of the Reich
Foreign Mnister that the content of the instruction should reach Herr
Stalin in as exact a formas possible, Mlotov nade a gesture of assent.

Mol otov listened to the reading of the instruction with close
[gespannter] attention, and he directed his secretary to nake as
ext ensi ve and exact notes as possible.

[28] See the follow ng docunent.
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Mol otov then declared that in view of the inportance of ny
communi cati on he could not give ne an answer at once but he nust first



render a report to his Governnent. He could state at once, however, that
the Soviet Government warmy [lebhaft] welconmed the intention expressed
on the German side to bring about an inprovenent in relations with the
Soviet Union. Prior to the further comunication which he would nmake to
me shortly, after securing instructions from his CGovernnent, he wanted,
at the nonment, to express the following views of his own with regard to
t he proposals of the German Governnent.

A trip by the Reich Foreign Mnister to Mscow would require
extensive preparation if the intended exchange of views was to produce
any result. In this connection, he asked nme for information as to whether
the following was in accordance with the facts.

The Soviet CGovernnent at the end of June of this year had received
a telegraphic report fromits Chargé in Rone about a conference between
the latter and the Italian Foreign Mnister, C ano. In this conversation
Ciano had said that there was a German plan under way which had as its
goal a decisive inmprovenent in Gernan-Soviet relations. In that
connection Ciano had referred to the following itens in the plan:

1) Germany would not be disinclined to exercise influence on Japan
for the purpose of an inprovenent of her relations with the Soviet Union
and the elimnation of the boundary disputes.

2) Further, the possibility was envisaged of concluding a non-
aggression pact with the Soviet Union and nmaeking a joint guarantee of the
Baltic States.

3) CGermany was prepared to make an economic treaty with the Soviet
Uni on on a broad basis.

The contents of the foregoing points had aroused great interest on
the part of the Soviet Governnent and he, Mdlotov, would very nuch Iike
to know how much of the plan which C ano had outlined in the form just
nentioned to the Soviet Chargé was true.

| replied that the statenments of C ano apparently rested on a
report of the Italian Ambassador here, Rosso, of which we had already
heard. The content of this report rested principally on Rosso's
deducti ons.

To a question interjected by Mlotov as to whether Rosso was
inventing his information, | replied that that was only partly correct.
W wanted, as Mol otov knew, an inprovenent in German-Soviet relations and
naturally had considered how such an inprovenent could be brought about.
The result of these deliberations was contained in my conmmunications
whi ch were known to Ml otov and in the state-
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nments of the Reich Foreign Mnister and of Herr Schnurre to Herr
Ast akhov.

Mol otov replied that the question as to whether Rosso had informed
his Governnment correctly did not interest him further. The Soviet
Governnent at the present nonment was interested above all in know ng
whet her plans such as those which were contained in Rosso's report, or
something simlar, actually did exist and whether the German Gover nnent
was still followi ng such a Iine of thought. He, Modlotov, after hearing of
the report from Rone had seen nothing inprobable about it. The Soviet
Governnent all through recent years had been under the inpression that
the German CGovernnent had no desire to bring about an inprovenent in
relations with the Soviet Union. Now the situation had changed. From the
conferences which had taken place in the last few weeks, the Soviet
Governnent had gotten the inpression that the German GCovernment was



really in earnest in its intentions to bring about a change in relations
with the Soviet Union. He regarded the statenent which had been nmade
today as decisive and as one in which this wish was especially conpletely
and clearly expressed. As regards the Soviet Governnent, it had always
had a favorable attitude with regard to the question of good relations
with Germany and was happy that this was now the case on the Gernman side
al so. Whether the details as contained in Rosso's report were actually
what the Germans had in mind was not of such overwhel mi ng inportance. He,
Mol otov, had the inpression that there nust be a great deal of truth in
them since these ideas paralleled those advanced from the Gernman side
for sonme nonths. In this connection he stated with satisfaction that the
econom ¢ discussions in Berlin were continuing and apparently prom sed
good results.

I remarked that the course of the economc negotiations was
satisfactory to us as well, and | asked how he envisaged the further
met hod of procedure in the political conversations.

Mol otov repeated that he was interested above everything else in an
answer to the question of whether on the Gernman side there was the desire
to make nore concrete the points which had been outlined in Rosso's
report. So, for exanple, the Soviet Government would like to know whet her
Gernmany saw any real possibility of influencing Japan in the direction of
a better relationship with the Soviet Union. "Al so, how did things stand
with the idea of the conclusion of a non-aggression pact? Was the Gernan
Governnment synpathetically inclined to the idea or would the matter have
to be gone into nore deeply?" were Ml otov's exact words.
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| replied that, as regards the relationship to Japan, the Reich
Foreign Mnister had already said to Herr Astakhov that he had his own
views on this matter. Thus it nmight be assuned that the Reich Foreign
Mnister was prepared to interest hinmself in this matter also, since his
i nfl uence upon the Japanese Government was certainly not slight.

Mol otov said that all this interested him very nuch and, at this
point, he interjected that C ano had told the Soviet Chargé that he would
strongly support the ideas in the Rosso report. He continued that it was
very inportant for the Soviet Governnent in connection with the intended
trip of the Reich Foreign Mnister to Mdscow to obtain an answer to the
qguestion of whether the German CGovernment was prepared to conclude a non-
aggression pact or sonething simlar with the Soviet Union. On an earlier
occasion there had been mention of the possibility of "a resurrection and
revival of earlier treaties."

| confirmed to Herr Mdlotov that we really were considering a new
order of things [eine Neuordnung der Dinge] either in connection wth
what had gone before or perhaps on an entirely new foundation. | then
asked him whether | mght conclude that the questions which had been put
by him would constitute the substance of the conferences with the Reich
Foreign Mnister in Mscow and that he had only communicated them to ne
so that | might prepare the Reich Foreign Mnister for these questions.

Mol otov replied that he would still have to make a further reply to
me with regard to the question of the visit here by the Reich Foreign
Mnister. It seened to him however, that for such a journey a previous
clarification and preparation of definite questions would be necessary,
so that it would not be just conversations which were carried on in
Moscow, but that decisions could be made as well. He heartily subscribed
to ny statement that a pronpt clarification was desirable. He also had
the opinion that haste was desirable, so that the march of events would
not confront us with acconplished facts. He nust, therefore, repeat that



if the Gernman Governnment was favorably inclined to the idea of the
conclusion of a non-aggression pact, and if mny statenent of today
included this or a simlar idea, nore concrete discussion of these
questions should take place at once. He requested ne to inform ny
Governnent in this sense.
COUNT von der SCHULENBURG
Moscow, August 16, 1939.
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Frames 178545-178547, serial 276

The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schulenburg) to the State
Secretary in the German Foreign Ofice (Wizsacker)

Moscow, August 16, 1939.

MY ESTEEMED STATE SECRETARY: Wth regard to ny conversati on of yesterday

with Herr Molotov, | should like in all haste to stress especially the
fol |l owi ng:
Herr Ml otov was quite unusually conpliant and candid. | received

the inpression that the proposal of the visit of the Reich Mnister was
very flattering personally to Herr Mlotov and that he considers it an
actual proof of our good intentions. (I recall that-according to
newspaper di spatches-Mscow requested that England and France send a
Cabinet Mnister here, and that, instead, only Herr Strang came, because
London and Paris had been angry that Herr Voroshilov had not been
permitted to accept the invitation to the British maneuvers, which is, in
fact, quite another matter, since high Soviet Russians have heretofore
never travel ed abroad.)

In Herr Mlotov's statenents yesterday, the surprising noderation
in his demands on us also seens to be worthy of note. He did not once use
the words "Anti-Comintern Pact," and no |onger demanded of us, as he did
in the last conversation, "suppression" of support of Japanese
aggression. He limted hinself to the wish that we might bring about a
Sovi et - Japanese settl enent.

More significant is his quite clearly expressed wi sh to conclude a
non- aggr essi on pact with us.

Despite all efforts, we did not succeed in ascertaining entirely
clearly what Herr Ml otov desired in the matter of the Baltic States. It
appears that he nentioned the question of a joint guarantee of the Baltic
States as only one point in Herr Rosso's report, but did not expressly
make the demand that we give such a guarantee. Such a joint guarantee
seens to me at variance with the behavior of the Soviet Government in the
British-French negotiations.

It actually looks at the nonent as if we would achieve the desired
results in the negotiations here.

Wth cordial greetings and a Heil Htler! | am Herr State
Secretary,

Your ever devoted
COUNT von der SCHULENBURG
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Frames 69501- 69502, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

URCGENT
BERLI N, August 16, 1939-4:15 p. m
Recei ved MOSCOW August 17, 1939-1 a. m

No. 179 of August 16
For the Anbassador personally.

| request that you again call upon Herr Mlotov with the statenent
that you have to communicate to him in addition to yesterday's nessage
for Herr Stalin, a supplenmentary instruction just received from Berlin,
which relates to the questions raised by Herr Ml otov. Please then state
to Herr Molotov the follow ng:

1) the points brought up by Herr Mlotov are in accordance with
German desires. That is, Germany is read, [bereit] to conclude a non-
aggression pact with the Soviet Union and, if the Soviet Governnent so
desires, one which would be irrevocabl e [unkindbar] for a term of twenty-
five years. Further, Germany is ready to guarantee the Baltic States
jointly with the Soviet Union. Finally, it is thoroughly in accord with
the German position, and Germany is ready, to exercise influence for an
i mprovenent and consolidation of Russian-Japanese rel ations.

2) The Fihrer is of the opinion that, in view of the present
situation, and of the possibility of the occurrence any day of serious
incidents (please at this point explain to Herr Mlotov that Gernmany is
determined not to endure Polish provocation indefinitely), a basic and
rapid clarification of German-Russian relations and the nutual adjustnent
of the pressing questions are desirable. For these reasons the Reich
Foreign Mnister declares that he is prepared to come by plane to Mscow
at any time after Friday, August 18, to deal on the basis of full powers
from the Fihrer with the entire conplex of German-Russian questions and.

if the occasion arises [gegebenenfalls], to sign the appropriate
treaties.
ANNEX: | request that you read these instructions to Herr Ml otov

and ask for the reaction of the Russian Governnent and Herr Stalin.
Entirely confidentially, it is added for your guidance that it would be
of very special interest to us if ny Mdscow trip could take place at the
end of this week or the beginning of next week.

Rl BBENTROP
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Franes 69496- 69500, serial 127



The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 18, 1939-5:30 a. m
SECRET

No. 189 of August 17
Ref erence your telegram 179 of August 16.

After | had read to Mol otov the supplenentary instructions, Ml otov
declared, without going into their content nore closely, that he could
give me today the answer of the Soviet CGovernnent to ny communication of
August 15. Stalin was followi ng the conversations with great interest, he
was being informed about all their details, and he was in conplete
agreenent wth Ml ot ov.

Here Mol otov read the answer of the Soviet CGovernnent, which in the
text given to ne is as follows:

"The Sovi et Government has taken cogni zance of the statenent of the
German CGovernnent transmitted by Count Schulenburg on August 15
concerning its desire for a real inprovenent in the political relations
bet ween Germany and the U. S. S. R

"In view of the official statements of individual representatives
of the Gernman Government which have not infrequently had an unfriendly
and even hostile character with reference to the U S S R the Soviet
Governnent up till very recently has had the inpression that the Gernman
Governnment was working for an excuse for a clash with the US S R, was
preparing itself for such a clash, and was basing the necessity of its
constantly increasing armanent on the inevitability of such a clash. Not
to mention the fact that the German Covernment by neans of the so-called
"Anti-Comintern Pact' was attenpting to build up a unified front of a
group of states against the U S S R, and was attenpting with especial
persi stence to draw Japan in.

"I't is understandable that such a policy on the part of the German
Governnent conpelled the US SR to take serious steps in the
preparation of a defense against possible aggression on the part of
CGermany against the U S.S.R and also to participate in the organization
of a defensive front of a group of states agai nst such an aggression.

"If, however, the German Covernnent now undertakes a change from
the old policy in the direction of a sincere inprovenent in political
relations with the U S S R, the Soviet Governnent can |ook upon such a
change only with pleasure and is on its own part prepared to alter its
policy in the direction of an appreciable [ernsthaften] inprovenent in
relations with Germany.
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"If there be added to this the fact that the Soviet Governnent has
never had any sort of aggressive intentions toward Germany and will not
have such, and that now as previously the Soviet Governnent considers a
peaceful solution of the questions at issue in the field of relations
between Germany and the U S S R as entirely possible, and that the
principle of a peaceful existence of various political systens side by
side represents a long established principle of the foreign policy of the
US. SR, one comes to the conclusion that for the establishment of new
and inproved political relations between the two countries, there are now



at hand not only a real basis, but the actual prerequisites for
undert aki ng serious and practical steps in that direction.

"The Covernment of the U S. SR is of the opinion that the first
step toward such an inprovenent in relations between the U S S R and
Germany could be the conclusion of a trade and credit agreenent.

"The Government of the U S. SR is of the opinion that the second
step, to be taken shortly thereafter, could be the conclusion of a non-
aggression pact or the reaffirmation of the neutrality pact of 1926, wth
the sinultaneous conclusion of a special protocol which would define the
interests of the signatory parties in this or that question of foreign
policy and which would forman integral part of the pact."

Next Mbl otov supplied the followi ng suppl enentary infornmation

1) Econonic agreements nust be concluded first. Wat has been begun
must be carried through to the end.

2) Then there may follow after a short interval, according to
German choice, the conclusion of a non-aggression pact or the
reaffirmation of the neutrality treaty of 1926. In either case there nust
follow the conclusion of a protocol in which, anmong other things, the
German statenents of August 15 woul d be incl uded.

3) Wth regard to the proposed trip of the Reich Foreign Mnister
to Mdscow, he declared that the Soviet CGovernment was very gratified by
this proposal, since the dispatch of such a distinguished public figure
and statesman enphasi zed the earnestness of the intentions of the German
CGovernnent. This stood in notewsrthy contrast to England, who, in the
person of Strang, had sent only an official of the second class to
Moscow. A journey by the Reich Foreign Mnister, however, required
t horough preparation. The Soviet Government did not like the publicity
that such a journey would cause. They preferred that practical work be
acconpl i shed wi thout so nuch cerenmony. To ny remark that it was precisely
by the journey of the Reich Foreign Mnister that the practical goa
could be speedily reached, Ml otov countered that the Soviet GCovernnent
nevert hel ess preferred the other way in which the first step had al ready
been t aken.

To ny question as to how the Soviet Governnment reacted to ny
communi cati on of today, Mol otov declared that today's favorable German
reply had not been known to the Soviet Government when its answer
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was prepared and it would still have to be exam ned, but that today's
Sovi et answer already contained all the essentials. He suggested that on
the German side we take up at once the preparation of a draft for the
non- aggressi on pact or for the reaffirmation of the neutrality treaty, as
the case mght be, as well as for the protocol; the same would be done on
t he Sovi et side.

| stated that | would report these proposals to ny Governnment. Wth
regard to the protocol, it would be desirable to have nbre exact
i nformation about the wi shes of the Soviet Government.

The conversation was concluded with Mol otov's expressing the desire
to be supplied as soon as possible with our drafts.

SCHULENBURG
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Franmes 69492- 69495, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLI N, August 18, 1939-10:48 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 9, 1939-5:45 a. m

No. 185 of August 18
For the Anbassador personally.
Ref erence your telegram No. 182. [29]

Pl ease arrange inmmediately another conversation with Herr Ml otov
and do everything possible to see that this conversation takes place
wi t hout any delay. At this conference, | would ask you to speak with Herr
Mol otov in the foll owi ng sense:

The Reich Governnment, to its great satisfaction, has |earned from
his last statenent the favorable attitude of the Soviet Governnent wth
regard to the renolding of German-Russian relations. W, too, under
normal circunstances, would naturally be ready to pursue a re-alignnment
of German-Russian relations further through diplomatic channels and to
carry it out in the customary way. But the present unusual situation nade
it necessary, in the opinion of the Fuhrer, to enploy a different nethod
which would lead to quick results. German-Polish relations were becom ng
nore acute from day to day. W had to take into account that incidents
m ght occur any day that would nake the outbreak of hostilities
unavoi dable. To judge from the whole attitude of the Polish Governnent,
t he devel opnents in this

[29] supra.
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respect by no nmeans rested with us. The Fuhrer considers it necessary
that we be not taken by surprise by the outbreak of a Gernan-Polish
conflict while we are striving for a clarification of German-Russian
relations. He therefore considers a previous clarification necessary, if
only to be able to consider Russian interests in case of such a conflict,
whi ch woul d, of course, be difficult w thout such a clarification.

The statement nmade by Herr Mlotov refers to your first
communi cati on of August 15th. My supplenentary instruction had gone
beyond this and stated clearly that we were in conplete agreenent with
the idea of a non-aggression pact, a guarantee of the Baltic States, and
German pressure on Japan. Al factual elenents for inmmedi ate conmencenent
of direct verbal negotiations and for a final accord were therefore
present.

Furthernore, you may nmention that the first stage nmentioned by Herr
Mol ot ov, namely, the conclusion of negotiations for a new Cernan-Russian
econonmi ¢ agreenent, has today been conpleted, so that we should now
attack the second stage. [30]

W were, therefore, now asking for an imediate reaction to the
proposal made in the supplenentary instruction regarding ny imediate
departure for Mscow. Please add in this connection that | would cone



with full powers from the Fihrer, authorizing me to settle fully and
conclusively the total conplex of problens.

As far as the non-aggression pact especially is concerned, it seens
to us so sinple as to require no long preparation. W have in mnd here
the following three points, [31] which | would ask you to read to Herr
M, but not to hand to him

ARTICLE 1. The German Reich and the U S SR wll in no event
resort to war or to any other use of force with respect to each other.

ARTICLE 2. this agreenent shall enter into force inmmediately upon
signature and shall be valid and undenounceable thereafter for a term of
twenty-five years.

Pl ease state in this connection that | am in a position, wth
regard to this proposal, to arrange details in verbal discussions at
Moscow

[30] For a summary of the Gernman-Soviet Trade Agreenent of August 19,
1939, see the menorandum by Schnurre of August 29, 1930, post, p 83.

[31] In a telegram of August 19, 1939, 1:44 p. m (Mscow, No. 180, not
printed here) Anbassador Schulenburg called attention to the fact that
the following draft of a non-aggression treaty contained only two
articles.
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and, if occasion arises, to conply with Russian wishes. | amalso in a
position to sign a special protocol regulating the interests of both
parties in questions of foreign policy of one kind or another; for
i nstance, the settlement of spheres of interest in the Baltic area, the
problem of the Baltic States, etc. Such a settlenent, too, which seens to
us of considerable inportance, is only possible, however, at an oral
di scussi on.

Pl ease enphasize in this connection, that German foreign policy has
today reached a historic turning point. This time please conduct
conversation, except for above articles of agreenment, not in the form of
a reading of these instructions, but by pressing emphatically, in the
sense of the foregoing statenents, for a rapid realization of nmy trip and
by opposing appropriately any possible new Russian objections. In this
connection you nust keep in nind the decisive fact that an early outbreak
of open German-Polish conflict is probable and that we therefore have the
greatest interest in having ny visit to Mbscow take place inmediately.

Rl BBENTROP
* k% k%
Franes 69490- 69491, serial 127

The Gernman Anbassador in The Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 19, 1939-5:50 p. m

No. 187 of August 19



Ref erence your telegram No. 185 of August 18.

The Sovi et Government agrees to the Reich Foreign Mnister's com ng
to Modscow one week after proclamation of the signing of the economc
agreenent. Mlotov stated that if the conclusion of the economc
agreenment is proclainmed tonmorrow, the Reich Foreign Mnister mght arrive
i n Moscow on August 26 or 27.

Mol otov delivered to ne a draft of a non-aggressi on pact.

A detailed account of the two conversations | had with Ml otov
today, as well as the text of the Soviet draft, follows by wire at once.

SCHULENBERG
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Frames 69481-69483, serial 127

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 19, 1939.
SECRET

No. 189 of August 19
Suppl enenting ny tel egram No. 187 of August 19.

In ny first conversation of today wi th Ml otov-which began at 2
o'clock and lasted an hour-after having nmade the conmmunications | had
been charged with, | repeatedly tried to convince M of the fact that a
visit of the Reich Foreign Mnister to Mscow was the only way of
achi eving the speed that was urgently called for because of the political
situation. M acknow edged the positive inportance of the proposed trip,
stressed the fact that the Soviet Government understood and esteened the
under |l ying purpose, but persisted in his opinion that for the present it
was not possible even approximately to fix the tine of the journey since
it required thorough preparation. This applied both to the non-aggression
pact and to the contents of the protocol to be concluded simultaneously.
The German draft of the non-aggression pact was by no neans exhaustive.
The Soviet CGovernment desired that one of the nany non-aggression pacts
that the Soviet GCovernment had concluded with other countries (for
exanple with Poland, Latvia, Estonia, etc.) should serve as a nodel for
t he non-aggression pact with Germany. He left it to the German Gover nnent
to choose from anbng them the one that seenmed suitable. Further, the
content of the protocol was a very serious question and the Soviet
Governnent expected the German Government to state nore specifically what
points were to be covered in the protocol. The attitude of the Soviet
Governnent toward treaties which it concludes was a very serious one; it
respected the obligations which it undertook and expected the sane of its
treaty partners.

To the reasons | repeatedly and very enphatically advanced for the
need for haste, M rejoined that so far not even the first step-the



closing of the econom c agreenents-had been taken. First of all, the
econonmi ¢ agreenent had to be signed and proclainmed and put into effect.
Then woul d come the turn of the non-aggression pact and protocol.

M remai ned apparently unaffected by my protests, so that the first
conversation closed with a declaration on the part of M that he had
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inparted to ne the views of the Soviet Governnent and had nothing to add
to them

Hardly half an hour after the close of the conversation, M sent me
word, asking ne to call on himagain at the Kremlin at 4:30 p. m

He apol ogi zed for putting me to the trouble and explained that he
had reported to the Soviet Government and was authorized to hand ne a
draft of the non-aggression pact. As far as the Reich Foreign Mnister's
trip was concerned, the Soviet Governnent agreed to Herr von Ri bbentrop's
comng to Mdscow about a week after proclamation of the signing of the
economi ¢ agreenent. Thus, if this proclamation takes place tonorrow, Herr
won Ri bbentrop might arrive in Mdscow on August 26 or 27. M did not give
reasons for his sudden change of mnd. | assune that Stalin intervened.
My effort to get M to accept an earlier date for the Reich Foreign
Mnister's trip was, unfortunately, unsuccessful.

The text of the non-aggression pact draft will follow by wire.

SCHULENBURG
*k*k k%
Franes 69479- 69480, serial 127

The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 19, 1939-11:30 p. m
SECRET

No. 190 of August 19
Suppl enenting ny tel egram No. 189 of August 19.
The Sovi et non-aggression pact draft reads as foll ows:

"The Government of the U . S.S.R and the German CGovernment, desirous
of strengthening the cause of peace anbng the nations and proceeding from
the fundanmental provisions of the Neutrality Agreement that was concl uded
in April 1926 between the U S S R and GCermany, have reached the
foll owi ng accord:

ARTICLE 1. Both High Contracting Parties obligate thenselves to
desist reciprocally from any act of violence and any aggressive action
what soever toward each other, or from an attack on each other either
individually or jointly with other powers.

ARTICLE 2. Should one of the H gh Contracting Parties becone the
obj ect of an act of violence or attack by a third power, the other High
Contracting Party shall in no manner whatever give its support to such
acts of that power.



ARTICLE 3. Should disputes or conflicts arise between the Hgh
Contracting Parties with regard to questions of one kind of another, both
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parties obligate thenselves to settle these disputes and conflicts
excl usively by peaceful neans through mutual consultation or if necessary
t hrough the creation of suitable arbitrati on comi ssions.

ARTICLE 4. The present Treaty shall be concluded for a period of
five years with the proviso that insofar as one of the H gh Contracting
Parties does not denounce it one year before the expiration of the term
the validity of the Treaty shall automatically be extended for another
five years.

ARTICLE 5. The present Treaty shall be ratified in as short a tine
as possi bl e, whereupon the Treaty shall enter into force.

Postscript, The present Pact shall be valid only if a special
protocol is signed sinultaneously covering the points in which the High
Contracting Parties are interested in the field of foreign policy. The
protocol shall be an integral part of the Pact."

SCHULENBURG

* kK % %

Franmes 254844- 254846, serial 644

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLI N, August 20, 1939-4:35 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 91, 1939-12:45 a. m

No. 189 of August 20
For the Anmbassador personally.

The Fihrer authorizes you to present yourself to Mdlotov at once
and hand himthe followi ng telegramfromthe Fihrer to Herr Stalin:

"Herr Stalin, Mdscow 1) | sincerely welcone the signing of the new
Ger man- Sovi et Conmercial Agreenent as the first step in the reordering of
Ger man- Sovi et rel ations.

2) The conclusion of a non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union
means to ne the establishment of a |ong-range German policy. GCernany
thereby resunmes a political course that was beneficial to both states
during by-gone centuries. The Government of the Reich is therefore
resolved in such case to act entirely consistent with such a far-reaching
change.

3) | accept the draft of the non-aggression pact that your Foreign
M nister, Herr Mlotov, delivered but consider it urgently necessary to
clarify the questions connected with it as soon as possible.

4) The supplenentary protocol desired by the Government of the
Soviet Union can, | am convinced, be substantially clarified in the
shortest possible time if a responsible German statesman can cone to
Moscow hinmsel f to negotiate. Otherwi se the Government of the
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Reich is not clear as to how the supplenentary protocol could be cleared
up and settled in a short tine.

5) the tension between Gernany and Pol and has becone intolerable.
Pol i sh denmeanor toward a great power is such that a crisis may arise any
day. Cernmany is determined, at any rate, in the face of this presunption,
fromnow on to look after the interests of the Reich with all the neans
at its disposal

6) In my opinion, it is desirable, in view of the intentions of the
two states to enter into a new relation to each other, not to |ose any
time. | therefore again propose that you receive ny Foreign Mnister on
Tuesday, August 22, but at the |atest on Wednesday, August 23. The Reich
Foreign Mnister has full powers to draw up and sign the non-aggression
pact as well as the protocol. A longer stay by the Reich Foreign Mnister
in Myscow than one to two days at nost is inpossible in view of the
international situation. | should be glad to receive your early answer.
Adol f Hitler."

Pl ease deliver to Herr Ml otov the above tel egram of the Fihrer to
Stalin in witing, on a sheet of paper wthout |etterhead.

Rl BBENTROP
* % % % %
Frame 260314, serial 695

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram
No. 191 of August 21
BERLI N, August 21, 1939-10:15 a. m
Recei ved Moscow, August 21, 1939-2:30 p. m
For the Anmbassador

Pl ease do your best to see that the journey materializes. Date as
in tel egram

Rl BBENTROP
Frames 260312- 260313, serial 695

The Cerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernman
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT

Moscow, August 21, 1939-5:30 p. m
SECRET



Tel egram No. 197 of August 21
Ref erence your telegranms No. 189 of August 20 and No. 191 of August 21.
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Strongly stressing the extraordinary inportance of, and exceptional
need for haste, | delivered to Herr Mlotov at 3 p. m the Fuhrer's
nmessage to Stalin, with a translation. M read the docunment through and
was evidently deeply inpressed. He stated that he would forward the
nmessage and advise nme inmediately as soon as a deci sion was reached.

| tried with all the nmeans at ny disposal to nake it clear to M
that an immediate journey of the Reich Foreign Mnister was absol utely-
necessary in the interest of both countries. | closed with the request
that, under any circunstances, | be given an answer today.

I have just learned that M wi shes to see ne again at 5 p. m

SCHNURRE
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Frane 260307, serial 695

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
MOSCOW August 21, 1939.
SECRET

No. 199 of August 21
Suppl enenting ny tel egram No. 197 of August 21.

Mol otov delivered to me at 5 p. m Stalin's answer, couched in very
conciliatory formin reply to the Flhrer's nessage. Stalin advises that
the Soviet Government agrees to the arrival of the Reich Foreign Mnister
on August 23.

Mol otov declared that it was the desire of the Soviet Governnent
that tonorrow norning at the latest a short factual comuniqué on the
cont enpl at ed concl usi on of a non-aggressi on pact and "pendi ng" arrival of
the Reich Foreign Mnister be published in Mscow Mlotov requested
German assent to this by mdnight. | advise consenting since the Soviet
Governnent places itself on record through publication.

Text of Stalin's letter follows at once by wre.

SCHNURRE
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The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice



Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 21, 1939-7:30 p. m
SECRET

No. 200 of August 21
Suppl enenting ny tel egram No. 199 of August 21.
Text of Stalin's reply:

"August 21, 1939. To the Chancellor of the German Reich A Hitler.
I thank you for the letter. | hope that the German-Sovi et non-aggression
pact will nmark a decided turn for the better in the political relations
bet ween our countri es.

The people of our countries need peaceful relations with each
other. The assent of the Gernan CGovernment to the conclusion of a non-
aggression pact provides the foundation for elimnating the political
tension and for the establishnent of peace and col |l aborati on between our
countri es.

The Soviet Governnent has authorized me to inform you that it
agrees to Herr von Ribbentrop's arriving in Mscow on August 23. J.
Stalin."

SCHUL ENBURG
Frames 0032-0033, serial F 11

Ful | Powers
To the Reich Foreign Mnister, Herr Joachi mvon Ri bbentrop

| hereby grant full power to negotiate, in the name of the Gernman
Reich, with authorized representatives of the Government of the Union of
Sovi et Socialist Republics, regarding a non-aggression treaty, as well as
all related questions, and if occasion arises, to sign both the non-
aggression treaty and other agreements resulting from the negotiations,
with the proviso that this treaty and these agreenents shall enter into
force as soon as they are signed.

ADCLF HI TLER
Rl BBENTROP

OBERSALZBERG, August 22, 1939.
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Menor andum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign Ofice
(Wi zsacker)

St. S. Nr. 614



BERLI N, August 22, 1939.

After the Reich Foreign Mnister |ate yesterday evening had briefly
i nformed the Japanese Anbassador by tel ephone from the Berghof about the
latest turn between Berlin and Mscow, | received Herr Gshinma about
m dnight for a conference which |asted about one hour. The Japanese
Anbassador as usual showed hinmself well disposed. At the sanme tine, |
discerned in him a certain uneasiness, which increased in the course of
t he conversati on.

| first described to Gshima the natural course of events which had
led us to today's conclusion of a non-aggression pact. Wen GCshim
expressed his own concern, we finally cane to an agreenent as to how
Gshinma mght convince his Governnent of the necessity and the advantage
of the current proceedings.

The ideas of OGshinma were, as was to be expected, along two |ines:

1) If Russia were relieved of anxiety in Europe, she would
strengthen her East Asiatic front and put new life into the Chinese war.

2) The jurists in Tokyo (and there were a great many of then) would
debate the consistency of our present proceedings with certain earlier
Ger man- Japanese conversati ons.

GCshima added that there was no use in trying to interfere wth
acconpl i shed facts. He did, however, |ook for a certain shock in Japan,
and he would like to abate this by naking a tel egraphic report tonight.

My di scussion was along |ines sonewhat as foll ows:

1) W& were doing nothing which would put in question our friendly
relationship with Japan. On the contrary, we would continue to maintain
that, and we esteened the personalities, like GCshim, who had acted and
woul d act nost vigorously to that end.

2) The present proceedings were not a cause for surprise inasmuch
as the Reich Foreign Mnister had inforned the Anbassador sone nonths
previously that a nornalization of Gernman-Russian relations was worth
attenpting.

3) Such an arrangenent would also put us in a position to take
steps to bring about a period of quiet in Japanese-Russian relations and
to insure its continuance for a considerable period of tinme. That Japan
was at the nonent not seeking a Japanese-Russian conflict was certain. |
had even received from the Russian side the inpression that a Mscow
Tokyo agreenent woul d be wel coned there.
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4) Since the Anti-Com ntern discussions (which had been nentioned
by Gshina) had been undertaken, the front of our enenmies had been
di sl ocated both by Japan and by Germany. It was clear as day that for
Japan Engl and had beconme Eneny No. 1, just as CGermany al so was threatened
much less by Russian than by English policy. The agreenent which was
bei ng reached with Moscow was serving the interests of both of us.

5) | f Cshima referred to certain earlier German-Japanese
conversations, we would not argue the point with him that we had sought
tirelessly to inmprove German-Japanese relations. W had waited for half a
year to hear sone echo from Japan. The Japanese Governnent, therefore,
had the priority and Oshima had certainly had the nmerit of having always
recogni zed this, and of having urged that these negotiations be speeded
up.

6) Qur econonmic, and also certain political, discussions wth



Moscow had |asted for sone tine. The negotiations for a non-aggression
pact were, however, of very recent origin. It was only in the last two or
three days that the possibility of this had appeared. Polish arrogance
m ght force us into war even in the course of this week. Wth only such a
limted amount of tine available, we had been absolutely conpelled to
act .

The Anbassador took note of these remarks and in conclusion he
assured ne of his unaltered intention to work further for Gernan-Japanese
friendship. Besides. he hoped to be able to have a brief conference yet
today with the Reich Foreign Mnister, if the latter passed through
Berlin, in order to give his report to Tokyo still nore weight. If it
were necessary, Gshima would cone to the airfield.

VEI ZSACKER
P—_—
Frame 254847, serial 644
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the German Foreign O fice
Tel egram [ 32]

VERY URGENT
Moscow, August 2X, 1939-8:05 p. m

No. 204 of August 23

Pl ease advise the Fuhrer at once that the first three-hour
conference with Stalin and Mlotov has just ended. At the discussion-
whi ch, noreover, proceeded affirmatively in our sense-it transpired that
the decisive point for the final result is the demand of the Russians
that we recognize the ports of Libau and Wndau as within their sphere of
influence. | would be grateful for confirmation before 8 0'clock German
time that the Fuhrer is in agreenent, The signing

[32] OGther copies of this message and of the reply to it indicate that
the nessages were transmtted by telephone (frame 24017, serial 34 and
franme 260299, serial 695).
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of a secret protocol on delimtation of nutual spheres of influence in
the whol e eastern area is contenplated, for which |I declared nyself ready
in principle.
Rl BBENTROP
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Frame 24018, serial 34

The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Reich Foreign Mnister

Tel egram [ 33]

No. 205



BERLI N, August 23, 1939.
Ref erence your telegram No. 204.
Answer is Yes. Agreed.

KORDT
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Frames 0019-0030, serial F 11

Menmor andum of a Conversation Held on the Night of August 23d to 24th,
Between the Reich Foreign Mnister, on the One Hand, and Herr
Stalin and the Chairman of the Council of People's Conmm ssars
Mol ot ov, on the O her Hand

VERY SECRET!
STATE SECRET

The foll owi ng problenms were di scussed:

1) Japan:

The REICH FOREIGN MN STER stated that the Gernan-Japanese
friendship was in no w se directed against the Soviet Union. W were,
rather, in a position, owing to our good relations with Japan, to make an
effective contribution to an adjustnment of the differences between the
Soviet Union and Japan. Should Herr Stalin and the Soviet Governnent
desire it, the Reich Foreign Mnister was prepared to work in this
direction. He would use his influence with the Japanese Governnent
accordingly and keep in touch with the Soviet representative in Berlin in
this matter.

HERR STALIN replied that the Soviet Union indeed desired an
improvenent in its relations with Japan, but that there were limts to
its patience with regard to Japanese provocations. |f Japan desired war,
it could have it. The Soviet Union was not afraid of it and was prepared
for it. If Japan desired peace-so nmuch the better! Herr Stalin considered
the assistance of Germany in bringing about an

[33] Another copy of this nessage (frane 260299, serial 695) indicates
that it was transmtted by tel ephone and received at Miscow at 11 p. m
on August 23.
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i nprovenent in Soviet-Japanese relations as useful, but he did not want
the Japanese to get the inpression that the initiative in this direction
had been taken by the Sovi et Union.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER assented to this and stressed the fact
that his cooperation would mean nerely the continuation of talks that he
had for nonths been holding with the Japanese Anbassador in Berlin in the
sense of an inprovenent in Soviet-Japanese relations. Accordingly, there
would be no newinitiative on the Gernan side in this matter.

2) ltaly:

HERR STALIN inquired of the Reich Foreign Mnister as to Italian
aims. Did not Italy have aspirations beyond the annexation of Al bania-
perhaps for Geek territory? Small, nountainous, and thinly populated



Al bania was, in his estimation, of no particular use to Italy.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER replied that Al bania was inportant to
Italy for strategic reasons. Mreover, Mssolini was a strong man who
could not be intim dated.

This he had denonstrated in the Abyssinian conflict, in which Italy
had asserted its ains by its own strength against a hostile coalition.
Even Germany was not yet in a position at that time to give Italy
appr eci abl e support.

Mussolini welconed warmy the restoration of friendly relations
between Gernany and the Soviet Union. He had expressed hinself as
gratified with the conclusion of the Non-aggression Pact.

3) Turkey:

HERR STALIN asked the Reich Foreign Mnister what Germany thought
about Turkey.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER expressed hinself as follows in this
matter: he had nonths ago declared to the Turkish Government that Germany
desired friendly relations with Turkey. The Reich Foreign Mnister had
hi nsel f done everything to achieve this goal. The answer had been that
Turkey becane one of the first countries to join the encirclenent pact
agai nst Germany and had not even considered it necessary to notify the
Rei ch Governnent of the fact.

HERREN STALIN and MOLOTOV hereupon observed that the Soviet Union
had also had a sinilar experience with the vacillating policy of the
Turks.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER nenti oned further that England had spent
five minion pounds in Turkey in order to dissem nate propaganda agai nst
Cer many.
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HERR STALIN said that according to his information the anount which
Engl and had spent in buying Turkish politicians was considerably nore
than five million pounds.

4) Engl and:

HERREN STALIN and MOLOTOV comented adversely on the British
Mlitary Mssion in Mscow, which had never told the Soviet Governnent
what it really wanted.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER stated in this connection that England
had al ways been trying and was still trying to disrupt the devel opment of
good rel ati ons between Germany and the Soviet Union. England was weak and
wanted to let others fight for its presunptuous claim to world
domi nati on.

HERR STALI N eagerly concurred and observed as follows: the British
Army was weak; the British Navy no longer deserved its previous
reputation. England' s air arm was being increased, to be sure, but there
was a lack of pilots. If England dominates the world in spite of this,
this was due to the stupidity of the other countries that always |et
t hensel ves be bluffed. It was ridiculous, for exanple, that a few hundred
British should doninate India.

The REICH FOREIGN M N STER concurred and informed Herr Stalin
confidentially that England had recently put out a new feeler which was
connected with certain allusions to 1914. It was a natter of a typically
English, stupid maneuver. The Reich Foreign Mnister had proposed to the
Fihrer to informthe British that every hostile British act, in case of a
CGerman- Pol i sh conflict, would be answered by a bonbing attack on London.

HERR STALIN renmarked that the feeler was evidently Chanberlain's



letter to the Fihrer, which Anbassador Henderson delivered on August 23
at the Obersal zberg. Stalin further expressed the opinion that England,
despite its weakness, would wage war craftily and stubbornly.

5) France:

HERR STALI N expressed the opinion that France, neverthel ess, had an
arnmy worthy of consideration.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER, on his part, pointed out to Herren
Stalin and Mol otov the nunerical inferiority of France. While Germany had
avai l able an annual class of nore than 300,000 soldiers, France could
nmuster only 150,000 recruits annually. The West Wall was five tines as
strong as the Maginot Line. If France attenpted to wage war wth Germany,
she woul d certainly be conquered.
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6) Anti-Comi ntern Pact:

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER observed that the Anti-Comintern Pact
was basically directed not against the Soviet Union but against the
Western denocracies. He knew, and was able to infer fromthe tone of the
Russi an press, that the Soviet Governnent fully recognized this fact.

HERR STALIN interposed that the Anti-Comintern Pact had in fact
frightened principally the Gty of London and the small British
mer chant s.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER concurred and remarked jokingly that
Herr Stalin was surely less frightened by the Anti-Comintern Pact than
the Cty of London and the small British merchants. What the German
peopl e thought of this matter is evident froma joke which had originated
with the Berliners, well known for their wit and hunmor, and which had
been going the rounds for several nmonths, nanely, "Stalin will yet join
the Anti-Com ntern Pact."

7) Attitude of the Gernman people to the Gernan-Russi an Non-aggression
Pact :

The REICH FOREIGN M N STER stated that he had been able to
determine that all strata of the German people, and especially the sinple
peopl e, nost warmy wel comed the understanding with the Soviet Union. The
people felt instinctively that between Gernany and the Soviet Union no
natural conflicts of interests existed, and that the devel opnent of good
relations had hitherto been disturbed only by foreign intrigue, in
particular on the part of England.

HERR STALIN replied that he readily believed this. The Gernans
desired peace and therefore welconed friendly relations between the Reich
and the Sovi et Union.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER interrupted here to say that it was
certainly true that the Gernman people desired peace, but, on the other
hand, indignation agai nst Poland was so great that every single nan was
ready to fight. The German people would no longer put up with Polish
provocati on.

8) Toasts:
In the course of the conversation, HERR STALIN spontaneously
proposed a toast to the Fuhrer, as follows:

"l know how nuch the German nation loves its Fithrer; | should
therefore like to drink to his health."
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HERR MOLOTOV drank to the health of the Reich Foreign Mnister and
of the Anmbassador, Count von der Schul enburg.

HERR MOLOTOV raised his glass to Stalin, remarking that it had been
Stalin who-through his speech of March of this year, which had been well
understood in Germany-had brought about the reversal in political
rel ations.

HERREN MOLOTOV and STALIN drank repeatedly to the Non-aggression
Pact, the new era of Gernman-Russian relations, and to the Gernan nation.

The REICH FOREIGN M NI STER in turn proposed a toast to Herr Stalin,
toasts to the Soviet Government, and to a favorable devel opment of
rel ati ons between Germany and the Soviet Union.

9) When they took their | eave, HERR STALIN addressed to the Reich Foreign
M nister words to this effect:

The Soviet Government takes the new Pact very seriously. He could
guarantee on his word of honor that the Soviet Union would not betray its
part ner.

HENCKE
Moscow, August 24, 1939.
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Treaty of Non-aggression Between Germany and the Uni on of Sovi et
Soci al i st Republics

August 23, 1939.

The CGovernnent of the Gernman Reich and

the Governnent of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

desirous of strengthening the cause of peace between Gernmany and
the U S. SR, and proceeding from the fundanmental provisions of the
Neutrality Agreenent concluded in April 1926 between Gernmany and the
U S.S.R, have reached the foll ow ng agreenent:

ARTI CLE |
Both Hi gh Contracting Parties obligate thenselves to desist from
any act of violence, any aggressive action, and any attack on each ot her,
either individually or jointly with other powers.
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ARTI CLE ||

Should one of the Hi gh Contracting Parties becone the object of
belligerent action by a third power, the other H gh Contracting Party

shall in no manner lend its support to this third power.
ARTI CLE |11
The CGovernnents of the two High Contracting Parties shall in the

future nmmintain continual contact with one another for the purpose of



consultation in order to exchange information on problens affecting their
common i nterests.

ARTI CLE IV

Neither of the two High Contracting Parties shall participate in
any groupi ng of powers whatsoever that is directly or indirectly ained at
the ot her party.

ARTI CLE V

Shoul d disputes or conflicts arise between the H gh Contracting
Parties over problens of one kind or another, both parties shall settle
these disputes or conflicts exclusively through friendly exchange of
opinion or, if necessary, through the establishnent of arbitration
conmi ssi ons.

ARTI CLE VI

The present treaty is concluded for a period of ten years, with the
proviso that, in so far as one of the H gh Contracting Parties does not
denounce it one year prior to the expiration of this period, the validity
of this treaty shall autonatically be extended for another five years.

ARTI CLE VI |

The present treaty shall be ratified within the shortest possible
time. The ratifications shall be exchanged in Berlin. The agreenment shal
enter into force as soon as it is signed.

Done in duplicate, in the Gernan and Russi an | anguages.
Moscow, August 23, 19309.

For the Governnent of the Gernman Reich
V. Rl BBENTROP

Wth full power of the Governnent of the U S S R
V. MOLOTOV
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Secret Additional Protoco

On the occasion of the signature of the Non-aggression Pact between
the German Reich and the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics the
undersigned plenipotentiaries of each of the two parties discussed in
strictly confidential conversations the question of the boundary of their
respective spheres of influence in Eastern Europe. These conversations
led to the foll ow ng concl usions:

1. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangenent in the
areas belonging to the Baltic States (Finland, Est oni a, Lat vi a,
Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania shall represent the
boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany and the U S.S.R In this
connection the interest of Lithuania in the Vilna area is recognized by
each party.



2. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangenent of the
areas belonging to the Polish state the spheres of influence of Gernmany
and the U. S.S.R shall be bounded approximately by the line of the rivers
Narew, Vistula, and San.

The question of whether the interests of both parties nake
desirabl e the naintenance of an independent Polish state and how such a
state should be bounded can only be definitely determined in the course
of further political devel opnments.

In any event both Governnents will resolve this question by neans
of a friendly agreenent.

3. Wth regard to Southeastern Europe attention is called by the
Soviet side to its interest in Bessarabia. The German side declares its
conplete political disinterestedness in these areas. [34]

4. This protocol shall be treated by both parties as strictly
secret.

Moscow, August 23, 1939.

For the Governnent of the Gernman Reich:
V. RI BBENTROP

Pl eni potentiary of the Governnent of the U S S R :
V. MOLOTOV

[34] The German text of this article of the Protocol is as follows:
"Hinsichtlich des Sidostens Europas wird von sow etischer Seite das
Interesse an Bessarabien betont. Von deutscher Seite wird das vdéllige
politische Desinteressenent an diesen Cebieten erkléart."

For a statement by the Reich Foreign Mnister concerning the
di scussion of these subjects at the tine of the conclusion of the Non-
aggression Pact, see Ribbentrop's nenorandum for Hitler of June 24, 1940,
post, p. 157.
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[11. THE PACT EXECUTED AND AMENDED, AUGUST 23- SEPTEMBER 28, 1939
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Franmes 221102-221103, serial 439

The Reich Finance Mnister (Schwerin-Krosigk) to the Reich Foreign
M ni st er

ROVE, August 23, 19309.

MY DEAR HERR VON RIBBENTROP: First, ny cordial and sincere
congratul ations on the great success attained with the Russian pact.

This norning at 10 o'clock | had a conversation with Count C ano
and in accordance with our agreement | herewith report the contents.

After the usual words of salutation Count Ci ano inmmediately talked
about foreign policy and stressed the inportance of your trip to Russia.
Nevert hel ess, in case of Germany's intervention in Poland, England and
France would, in his opinion, imediately participate in the war. The
Anbassadors of both powers had just confirned this to him expressly and
very seriously. This created a very serious situation. For actually the
Axis was not yet sufficiently prepared, above all, economically. Only in
three to four years-Count Ciano corrected hinself and said with strong



enphasis "in three years"-would it be ready for war. W would certainly
have initial mlitary successes; but the enenmy would recover and would
wage a war of attrition of long duration along econonic lines. Upon ny
objection that the Fuhrer was of a different opinion and did not believe
in a war with England and France, Count Ci ano replied that he was aware
of that, but that he was afraid that the Fihrer would not be proved right
this tine. Upon my reply that it was conpletely intolerable for a great
nation to | ook on passively any |longer at the systematic [m s?] treatnent
of Germans by Poles, and that therefore a solution of the Polish problem
was absol utely necessary and that the whol e Gerrman people was of one mnd
on that score, Count C ano replied that a great deal would depend upon
the attitude of the Axis peoples. For it would be necessary to fight with
utnost tenacity, since in case of a defeat we would have to count on a
peace which would practically nean the end of the Axis Powers. Count
Ci ano concluded the conversation by stating that de-
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spite the great diplomatic success of the Russian pact he considered the
situation as very serious.

My audience with the Duce will take place tonorrow at 7 p. m On
Friday morning | shall return to Berlin.
Heil Hitler

Sincerely yours,
COUNT SCHWERI N- KRCOSI GK

[In handwriting]

MY DEAR HERR von WEIZSACKER In view of the absence of Herr von
Ri bbentrop, | am sending, you directly a copy of ny letter addressed to
hi m

SCHVERI N- KROSI &K
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Frames 78822-78825, serial 147
Letter fromH tler to Missolini, August 25, 1939

DUCE: For some tine GCermany and Russia have been engaged in an
exchange of views about a new attitude on both sides in regard to their
political relations.

The necessity of arriving at some conclusions of this sort was
i ncreased by:

(1) The general situation of world politics as it affected both of
the Axis Powers.

(2) The necessity of securing a clear statenent of position from
the Japanese Cabinet. Japan would probably agree to an alliance against
Russia, which would have only a secondary interest, under the prevailing
circunstances, for Gernmany, and in ny opinion, for Italy also. She would
not, however, undertake such definite obligations against England, and
this, fromthe standpoint not only of Germany, but also of Italy, was of
deci sive inportance. The intention of the mlitary to force the Japanese
CGovernnent in a short tinme to take a simlarly clear position wth
respect to England had been stated nonths ago, but had never been



realized in practice

(3) The relation of Germany to Pol and, not through the blane of the
Reich, but as a result of the activity of England, has becone
considerably nore unsatisfactory since spring and in the |ast few weeks
the position has becone sinply unbearable. The reports about the
persecution of the Germans in the border areas are not invented press
reports but represent only a fraction of the terrible truth. The custons
policy of Poland, resulting in the throttling of Danzig, has brought
about a conplete standstill in Danzig's entire econonmic |life for the past
several weeks and would if it were continued for only a brief |ength of
time, destroy the city.

These grounds |ed ne to hasten the concl usion of the Gernman-Russi an

conversations. | have not kept you inforned in detail, Duce,
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since | did not have an idea of the possible extent of these

conversations, or any assurance of the possibility of their success.

The readiness on the part of the Krenmlin to arrive at a
reorientation of its relations with Germany, which becane apparent after
the departure of Litvinov, has becone ever stronger in the |ast few weeks
and has nade it possible for ne, after successful preparation, to send ny
Foreign Mnister to Mdscow for the conclusion of a treaty which is the

nost extensive non-aggression pact in existence and whose text wll be
made public. The pact is unconditional and includes also the obligation
for consultation about all questions affecting Russia and Germany. | may

tell you, Duce, that through these arrangenents the favorable attitude of
Russia in case of any conflict is assured, and that the possibility of
the entry of Rumania into such a conflict no | onger exists!

Even Turkey under these circunstances can only envisage a revision
of her previous position. But | repeat once nore, that Rumania is no
longer in a situation to take part in a conflict against the Axis! |
believe | may say to you, Duce, that through the negotiations with Soviet
Russia a conpletely new situation in world politics has been produced
whi ch nmust be regarded as the greatest possible gain for the Axis.

About the situation on the German-Polish frontier, | can only
i nform Your Excellency that we have been for weeks in a state of alarm
that as a result of the Polish nobilization Gernman preparations have
naturally also been increased, and that in case of an intolerable Polish
action, | wll act imediately. The assertion of the Polish Governnent
that it is not responsible for these inhuman proceedings, for the
nunerous border incidents (last night alone there were twenty-one Polish
border violations), and for the firing on the German airplanes, which had
already received orders to travel to East Prussia over the sea in order
to avoid incidents, shows only that the Polish Governnent has its
excitabl e soldiery [Soldateska] no |onger under control. Since yesterday
Danzig has been blockaded by Polish troops, a situation which is
unendurabl e. Under these circunstances no one can say what the next hour
may bring. | can only assure you there is a limt beyond which I will not
be pushed under any circunstances.

In conclusion | can assure you, Duce, that in a simlar situation
woul d have conpl ete understanding for Italy and that in any such case you
can be sure of ny attitude

ADOLF HI TLER
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Frames 78820- 78821, serial 147
Letter fromMissolini to Hitler, August 25, 1939 [35]

FUHRER: | amreplying to your letter which has just been delivered to ne
by Anbassador won Mackensen

(1) Concerning the agreenent wth Russia, | approve of that
conpletely. H's Excellency Marshal Goring will tell you that in the
di scussion which I had with himlast April | stated that a rapprochenent

between Germany and Russia was necessary to prevent encirclenent by the
denocr aci es.

(2) 1 consider it desirable to try to avoid a break or any
deterioration in relations with Japan, since that would result in Japan's
return to a position close to the denocratic powers. Wth this in nmnd, |
have tel egraphed to Tokyo and it appears that after the first surprise of
public opinion passed, a better psychol ogical attitude prevails.

(3) The Moscow treaty bl ockades Rumania and can alter the position
of Turkey, which accepted the English [oan, but which has not yet signed
the treaty of alliance. A new attitude on the part of Turkey woul d upset
all the strategic plans of the French and English in the Eastern
Medi t er r anean.

(4) As regards Poland |I have conplete understanding for the German
position and for the fact that such strained relations cannot continue
per manent | y.

(5) As for the practical position of Italy, in case of a nilitary
collision, nmy point of viewis as follows:

If Germany attacks Poland and the conflict remains |ocalized, Italy
will afford Germany every form of political and econom c assi stance which
i s requested.

If CGermany attacks, and Poland's allies open a counterattack
against Cermany, | want to let you know in advance that it would be
better if | did not take the initiative in mlitary activities in view of
the present situation of |Italian war preparations, which we have
repeatedly previously explained to you, Fuhrer, and to Herr von
Ri bbent r op.

Qur intervention can, therefore, take place at once if Germany
delivers to us imediately the mlitary supplies and the raw materials to
resist the attack which the French and English especially would direct
agai nst us.

At our neetings the war was envisaged for after 1942 and at such
time | would have been ready on land, on sea, and in the air according to
t he plans which had been arranged.

[35] Translated from German Foreign O fice's translation of Italian
ori gi nal
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I am also of the opinion that the purely nilitary preparations
whi ch have already been undertaken and the others which will be entered
upon in Europe and Africa will serve to immbilize inportant French and

British forces

| consider it nmy inplicit duty as a true friend to tell you the
whole truth and inform you about the actual situation in advance. Not to
do so might have unpl easant consequences for us all. This is ny point of



view and since within a short tinme | nust summon the hi ghest governnental
bodies of the realm | ask you to |l et ne know yours as well.

MUSSOLI NI
*k k%%
Frames 24058-24061, serial 34
Foreign O fice Menorandum

STRI CTLY CONFI DENTI AL

W1V 3296
VEMORANDUM
The Gernman-Sovi et Trade Agreenment concluded on August 19 covers the
fol | owi ng:
1. Germany grants the Soviet Union a nerchandise credit of 200
m ni on Rei chsnarks. The financing wll be done by the GCernan

ol ddi skontbank. This method of financing includes a 100 percent
guarantee by the Reich. It is a credit based on bills of exchange. The
bills of exchange are to be drawn for each individual transaction and
have an average currency of 7 years. The interest is 5 percent. Under a
secret final protocol, one-half percent of this is refunded to the
Russi an special accounts in Berlin, whereby the actual interest rate is
reduced to 4 1/2 percent.

2. The credit will be used to finance Soviet orders in Germany. The
Soviet Union will nake use of it to order the industrial products listed
in schedule A of the agreement. They consist of machinery and industrial
installations. Michine tools up to the very largest dinensions form a
considerable part of the deliveries. And armanents in the broader sense
(such as optical supplies, arnor plate and the like) wll, subject to
exam nation of every single item be supplied in snaller proportion.

3. The credit will be liquidated by Soviet raw nmaterials, which
will be selected by agreenent between the two Governnments. The annual
interest will |ikewise be paid from the proceeds of Soviet nerchandi se,
that is, fromthe special accounts kept in Berlin.
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4. In order that we might secure an imediate benefit from the
credit agreenent, it was nade a condition from the beginning that the
Soviet Union bind itself to the delivery, starting immediately, of
certain raw naterials as current business. It was possible so to arrange
these rawmaterial commitnents of the Russians that our w shes were
largely nmet. The Russian conmitnents of raw materials are contained in
schedule C. They anmpbunt to 180 mllion Reichsmarks: half to be delivered
in each of the first and second years followi ng the conclusion of the
agreenment. It is a question, in particular, of Ilunber, cotton, feed
grain, oil cake, phosphate, platinum raw furs, petroleum and other
goods which for us have a nore or |ess gold val ue.

5. Since these Soviet deliveries made as current business are to be
conmpensated by German counter-deliveries, certain German pronises of
delivery had to be nade to the Russians. The German industrial products
to be supplied in current business as counter-deliveries for Russian raw
materials are listed in schedule B. This schedule totals 120 nillion
Rei chsmarks and conprises substantially the sanme categories of



ner chandi se as schedul e A

6. From the welter of difficult questions of detail which arose
during the negotiations, the following might also be nentioned:
guaranteeing of the rate of exchange of the Reichsmark. The conmplicated
arrangenent arrived at appears in the confidential protocol signed on
August 26 of this year. In order not to jeopardize the conclusion of the
agreenment on August 19 of this year, the question was laid aside and
settled afterwards. The questions of the liquidation of the old credits,
the shipping clause, an energency clause for the event of inability to
deliver of either party, the arbitration procedure, the price clause,
etc., were settled satisfactorily despite the pressure of tine.

7. The agreenment, which has conme into being after extraordinary
difficulties, will undoubtedly give a decided inpetus to Gernman-Russian
trade. W& nust try to build anew on this foundation and, above all, try
to settle a nunber of questions which could not heretofore be settl ed,
because of the |ow ebb which had been reached in our trade relations. The
framework now set up represents a mnimum Since the political climate is
favorable, it nmay well be expected that it will be exceeded considerably
in both directions, both in inports and exports.
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8. Under the agreement, the followi ng novenent of goods can be
expected for the next few years:

Exports to the U S S R Imports fromthe U S. S R
200 mllion Reichmarks credit 180 mll. RM raw materia
del i veries, schedule "A". del i veries, schedule "C'.
120 mill. RM deliveries as current 200 mll. RM repaynment of 1935
busi ness, schedule "B". credit.
approx. 100 mll. RM capitalized
interest frompresent and | ast
credit.
Xmll. RM unspecified deliveries Xmll. RM unspecified deliveries
on current business. of Sovi et goods under German-
Sovi et Trade Agreenent of Dec.
19, 1938.

The novement of goods envisaged by the agreenent mght therefore
reach a total of nore than 1 billion Reichsmarks for the next few years,
not including liquidation of the present 200 minion credit by deliveries
of Russian raw materials beginning in 1946.

9. Apart from the economc inport of the treaty, its significance
lies in the fact that the negotiations also served to renew political
contacts with Russia and that the credit agreenent was considered by both
sides as the first decisive step in the reshaping of political relations.

SCHNURRE
BERLI N, August 29, 1939.
Frame 111568, serial 103

The Cerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernman
Foreign Ofice



Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 2, 1939-5:49 p. m
Recei ved Septenber 2, 1939-6:10 p. m

No. 254 of Septenber 2

Wth reference to your telegram No. 233 of the 30th and No. 241 of
the 1st. [36]

To ny probing as to whether |Istanbul runobrs were correct, in
accordance with which Turkey was al ready negotiating with the

[36] Neither printed.
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Soviet Union, Molotov replied that the Soviet Government was actually
engaged i n exchange of opinion and was in contact with Turkey.

After consultation with Stalin, Mlotov informed nme at a second
conference at 3 p. m, that there was only a non-aggression pact between
the Soviet Union and Turkey and relations were good in general; the
Sovi et CGovernnent was prepared to work for permanent neutrality of Turkey
as desired by us. Qur conception of the position of Turkey in the present
conflict was shared by the Sovi et Governnent.

Pl ease make no use of the above statenents of WMdlotov in dealing
with the Turks.

SCHULENBURG

* kK k %k

Franme 69855, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

No. 253 of Septenber 3
BERLI N, Septenber 3, 1939-6:50 p. m
Recei ved MOSCOW Sept enber 4, 1939-12:30 a. m

Very Urgent! Exclusively for Anbassador. Strictly secret! For Chief
of Mssion or his representative personally. Top secret. To be decoded by
hinself. Strictest secrecy!

W definitely expect to have beaten the Polish Arny decisively in a
few weeks. W would then keep the area that was established as German
sphere of interest at Mscow under nilitary occupation. W would
naturally, however, for mlitary reasons, also have to proceed further
agai nst such Polish nmilitary forces as are at that time located in the
Pol i sh area belonging to the Russian sphere of interest.

Pl ease discuss this at once with Mlotov and see if the Soviet
Uni on does not consider it desirable for Russian forces to nove at the
proper time against Polish forces in the Russian sphere of interest and,
for their part, to occupy this territory. In our estimation this would be
not only a relief for wus, but also, in the sense of the Mscow
agreenents, in the Soviet interest as well.



In this connection please deternmine whether we nay discuss this
matter with the officers who have just arrived here and what the Soviet
CGovernnent intends their position to be.

RI BBENTROP
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Frames 69848-69849, serial 127

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Mbscow, Septenber 5, 1939-2:30 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 264 of Septenber 5
Ref erence ny tel egram No. 261 of Septenber 4. [37]

Mol otov asked me to call on himtoday at 12:30 and transnitted to
me the following reply of the Soviet Governnent:

"W agree with you that at a suitable tine it will be absolutely
necessary for us to start concrete action. W are of the view, however
that this tine has not yet cone. It is possible that we are m staken, but
it seens to us that through excessive haste we might injure our cause and
pronote unity among our opponents. We understand that as the operations
proceed, one of the parties or both parties might be forced tenporarily
to cross the line of demarcation between the spheres of interest of the
two parties; but such cases nust not prevent the strict execution of the
pl an adopted."

SCHUL ENBURG
* k% k% % %
Frame 111576, serial 103

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egr am
No. 266 of Septenber 5
Moscow, Septenber 5, 1939-5:02 p. m
Recei ved Septenber 5, 1939-6 p. m
Ref erence your tel egram No. 262 of the 4th. [37]
Today at 12:30 p. m | again asked Mlotov to have the Soviet

Governnent continue to work on Turkey wth a view to permanent
neutrality. | nentioned that runors were current to the effect that



Engl and was putting pressure on Rumania to take active part and was
hol di ng out a prospect of aid fromBritish and French troops. Since this
aid might cone by sea, it was in the interests of the Soviet Governnent
to prevail upon Turkey to close the Dardanelles conpletely.

[37] Not printed.
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Molotov replied that the Soviet Governnent had considerable
i nfluence with Turkey and was exerting it in the sense desired by us.
Mol ot ov added that there was only the non-aggression pact between the
Soviet Union and Turkey; conversations regarding the conclusion of a
mut ual assistance pact had, it is true, been carried on at one tine but
had borne no fruit.

He would have runors about Rumania |ooked into through the Soviet
Enbassy in Bucharest.

SCHULENBURG

* kK % %

Frames 211568-211569, serial 388

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

Pol . V 8924
Moscow, Septenber 6, 1939-5:46 p. m
Recei ved Septenber 6, 1939-8:15 p. m

No. 279 of Septenber 6
Ref erence your telegram No. 267 of the 5th. [39]

Since anxi ety over war, especially the fear of a Gernan attack, has
strongly influenced the attitude of the population here in the last few
years, the conclusion of a non-aggression pact with Germany has been
generally received with great relief and gratification. However, the
sudden alteration in the policy of the Soviet Governnent, after years of
propaganda directed expressly against GCerman aggressors, is still not
very well wunderstood by the population. Especially the statenents of
official agitators to the effect that Germany is no |onger an aggressor
run up against considerable doubt. The Soviet Governnment s doing
everything to change the attitude of the population here toward Germany.
The press is as though it had been transforned. Attacks on the conduct of
Germany have not only ceased conpletely, but the portrayal of events in
the field of foreign politics is based to an outstandi ng degree on Gernman
reports and anti-German literature has been renpved from the book trade,
etc.

The beginning of the war between Germany and Pol and has powerfully
affected public opinion here, and aroused new fear in extensive groups
that the Soviet Union nmay be drawn into the war. M strust sown for years
agai nst Cermany, in spite of effective counter-propaganda which is being
carried on in party and business gatherings, cannot be so quickly
renoved. The fear is expressed by the popul ation



[39] Not printed. ([38] not used? LW)
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that Germany, after she has defeated Poland, may turn agai nst the Sovi et
Union. The recollection of German strength in the Wrld War is everywhere
still lively.

In a judgnent of conditions here the realization is of inportance
that the Soviet Governnent has al ways previously been able in a masterly
fashion to influence the attitude of the population in the direction
which it has desired, and it is not being sparing this time either of the
necessary propaganda.

SCHUL ENBURG
Frame 211562, serial 388

The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union. (Schul enburg) to the German
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
MOSCOW Sept enber 9, 1939-12:56 a. m
Recei ved Septenber 9, 1939-5 a. m
No. 300 of Septenber 8

| have just received the follow ng tel ephone nessage from Ml ot ov:

"I have received your conmunication regarding the entry of German
troops into Warsaw. Pl ease convey ny congratul ations and greetings to the
CGerman Rei ch Government. Ml otov."
SCHULENBURG

kK k%

Frane 69816, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egr am
URGENT
BERLI N, Septenber 9, 1939-12:50 a. m
Recei ved Moscow, Septenber 9, 1939-12:10 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET
No. 300 of Septenber 8
For the Anmbassador personally.

Ref erence your tel egram No. 261. [40]



W are of course in accord with the Soviet Governnent that the
validity of agreements arrived at in Mscow is not affected by |ocal

extension of our mlitary operations. W nust and will defeat the Polish
Arnmy wherever we neet it. Nothing in the Mscow arrangenents is thereby
al tered. Mlitary operations are progr essi ng even beyond our
expectations. The Polish Arny, fromall indications, is

[40] Not printed.
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nore or less in a state of dissolution. Under these circunstances, |
consider it urgent that you resune the conversation wth Ml otov

regarding the nilitary intentions of the Soviet Covernnent. It nay be
that the summoning of the Russian Mlitary Attaché to Mscow indicates
that decisions are in preparation there. | would therefore ask you to

speak to Mdlotov on the subject again in an appropriate manner and to
wire result.

Rl BBENTROP
**k*k k%
Franme 69815, serial 127

The German Anmbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
MOSCOW Septenber 9, 1939-4:10 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET
No. 308 of Septenber 9
Ref erence your tel egram No. 300 of Septenber 8.

Mol otov told nme today at 3 p. m that at a Soviet military action
woul d take place within the next few days. The sumoning of the Mlitary
Attaché to Mscow was in fact connected with it. Numerous reservists
woul d al so be call ed.

SCHULENBURG
*k*k k%
Frame 69814, serial 127

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernman
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT

Moscow, Septenber 9, 1939-8:40 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET



No. 310 of Septenber 9
Suppl enmenting ny tel egram No. 3 of Septenber 9.

The Red Arny has adnmitted to Lieutenant General Késtring [41] that

the Soviet Union wll intervene. Mreover, external evidence is
multiplying of imrinent Soviet mlitary action: calling a | arge nunber of
reservists up to 40 years of age, in particular technicians and

physi ci ans, sudden disappearance of inportant foods, preparation of
school roons as hospitals, curtailment in issuance of gasoline, and the
l'ike.

SCHULENBURG
[41] Mlitary Attaché of the Gernman Enbassy in the Soviet Union.
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Franes 69811-69813, serial 127

The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union, (Schulenburg) to the Gernman
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 10, 1939-9:40 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 317 of Septenber 10

Suppl enmenting my telegram No. 310 of September 9 and with reference
to tel ephone conversation of today with the Reich Foreign Mnister.

In today's conference at 4 p. m Mlotov nodified his statement of
yesterday by saying that the Soviet Governnent was taken conpletely by
surprise by the unexpectedly rapid German mlitary successes. In
accordance with our first comunication, the Red Arny had counted on
several weeks, which had now shrunk to a few days. The Soviet mlitary
authorities were therefore in a difficult situation, since, in view of
conditions here, they required possibly two to three weeks nore for their
preparations. Over three mnion nen were already nobilized.

| explained enphatically to Ml otov how crucial speedy action of
the Red Arny was at this juncture.

Mol otov repeated that everything possible was being done to
expedite matters. | got the inpression that Mlotov promsed nore
yesterday than the Red Arnmy can live up to.

Then Ml otov cane to the political side of the natter and stated
that the Soviet Government had intended to take the occasion of the
further advance of German troops to declare that Poland was falling apart
and that it was necessary for the Soviet Union, in consequence, to cone
to the aid of the UWkrainians and the Wite Russians "threatened" by
Germany. This argunent was to nmake the intervention of the Soviet Union
plausible to the masses and at the same time avoid giving the Soviet
Uni on the appearance of an aggressor.

This course was blocked for the Soviet Governnent by a DNB report



yesterday to the effect that, in accordance with a statenent by Col onel
Ceneral Brauchitsch, mlitary action was no |onger necessary on the
German eastern border. The report created the inpression that a Gernman-
Polish armstice was inmnent. If, however Germany concluded an
arm stice, the Soviet Union could not start a "new war."

| stated that | was unacquainted with this report, which was not in
accordance with the facts. | would nake inquiries at once.

SCHULENBURG
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Frame 69805, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

URGENT
BERLI N, Septenber 13, 1939-5:50 p. m
Recei ved Moscow, Septenber 14, 1939-1:10 a. m

No. 336 of Septenber 13
For the Anmbassador personally.

As soon as the exact outcone is known in the great battle in
Pol and, now approaching its end, we shall be in a position to give the
Red Arnmy the information it asked for regarding the various parts of the
Polish Arny. But even now, | would ask you to inform Herr Mol otov that
his remark regardi ng Col onel General Brauchitsch's statenent was based on
a conplete misunderstanding. This statenent referred exclusively to the
exercise of executive power in the old territory of the Reich as
regul ated before the beginning of the German action against Pol and, and
had not hing whatever to do with a limtation of our mlitary operations
toward the east on former Polish territory. There can be no question of
i mm nent conclusion of an arm stice wi th Pol and.

Rl BBENTROP
* k %k k%
Franes 69806- 69808, serial 127

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 14, 1939-6 p. m
SECRET

No. 350 of Septenber 14



Ref erence your tel egram No. 336 of Septenber 13.

Mol ot ov sunmoned ne today at 4 p. rm and stated that the Red Arm
had reached a state of preparedness sooner than anticipated. Soviet
action could therefore take place sooner than he had assuned at our | ast
conversation (see ny telegram No. 317 of Septenber 10). For the politica
nmotivation of Soviet action (the collapse of Poland and protection of
Russian "minorities") it was of the greatest inportance not to take
action until the governnental center of Poland, the
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city of Warsaw, had fallen. Mdlotov therefore asked that he be inforned
as nearly as possible as to when the capture of Warsaw could be counted
on.

Pl ease send instructions.

I would direct your attention to today's article in Pravda, carried
by DNB, which will be followed by a simlar article in |zvestia tonorrow.
The articles serve [to prepare] the political notivation nentioned by
Mol ot ov for Soviet intervention.

SCHULENBURG

*kkk*k

Franes 69788-69790, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet Union
('Schul enbur g)

Tel egr am

VERY URGENT

BERLI N, Septenber 15, 1939-8:20 p. m

Recei ved MOSCOW Septenber 16, 1939-7:15 a. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 360 of Septenber 15
For the Anmbassador personally.

| request that you conmmunicate the following to Herr Mlotov at
once:

1) The destruction of the Polish Arny is rapidly approaching its
conclusion, as appears from the review of the mlitary situation of
Sept enber 14 which has al ready been communicated to you. W count on the
occupation of Warsaw in the next few days.

2) W have already stated to the Soviet CGovernnent that we consider
oursel ves bound by the definition of spheres of influence agreed upon in
Moscow, entirely apart from purely military operations, and the sane
applies of course to the future as well.

3) From the comunication made to you by Ml otov on Septenber 14,
we assume that the Soviet Covernnent will take a hand militarily, and
that it intends to begin its operation now. W welcone this. The Soviet
Governnent thus relieves us of the necessity of annihilating the
remai nder of the Polish Arny by pursuing it as far as the Russian
boundary. Al so the question is disposed of in case a Russian intervention
did not take place, of whether in the area lying to the east of the



German zone of influence a political vacuum m ght not occur. Since we on
our part have no intention of undertaking any political or adm nistrative
activities in these areas, apart fromwhat is nade
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necessary by military operations, wthout such an intervention on the
part of the Soviet Government there might be the possibility of the
construction of new states there.

4) For the political support of the advance of the Soviet Arny we
propose the publication of a joint communi qué of the follow ng content:

"In view of the conplete collapse of the previous form of
governnent in Poland, the Reich Governnent and the Governnent of the
US. SR consider it necessary to bring to an end the intolerable
political and economic conditions existing in these territories. They
regard it as their joint duty to restore peace and order in these areas
which are naturally of interest to themand to bring about a new order by
the creation of natural frontiers and viable econonic organizations."

5) We assune in proposing such a communiqué that the Soviet
Governnent has already given up the idea, expressed by Mlotov in an
earlier conversation with you, of taking the threat to the Ukrainian and
Wiite Russian popul ations by Germany as a ground for Soviet action. The
assignnent of a notive of that sort would be out of the question in
practice. It would be directly contrary to the true Gernman intentions,
which are confined exclusively to the realization of well-known GCerman
spheres of interest. It would also be in contradiction to the
arrangenents made in Mscow and, finally, would-in opposition to the
desire for friendly relations expressed on both sides expose the two
States before the whole world as eneni es.

6) Since the mlitary operations rmnust be concluded as soon as
possi bl e because of the advanced season of the year, we wuld be
gratified if the Soviet Governnent would set a day and hour on which
their arny would begin their advance, so that we on our part mght govern
oursel ves accordingly. For the purpose of the necessary coordination of
mlitary operations on either side, it 1is also necessary that a
representative of each Government, as well as Gernan and Russian officers
on the spot in the area of operations, should have a neeting in order to
take the necessary steps, for which neeting we propose to assenble at
Bi al ystok by air.

| request an immediate reply by telegraph. The change in text
agreed upon by Gaus with Hilger has already been taken care of.

Rl BBENTROP
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The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT



Moscow, Septenber 16, 1939.
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 371 of Septenber 16
Ref erence your tel egram No. 360 of Septenber 15.

| saw Mdlotov at 6 o'clock today and carried out instructions.
Mol otov declared that mlitary intervention by the Soviet Union was
i mm nent - perhaps even tonorrow or the day after. Stalin was at present in
consultation with the nmilitary |eaders and he would this very night, in
the presence of Ml otov, give ne the day and hour of the Soviet advance.

Mol otov added that he would present nmy comunication to his
Governnent but he believed that a joint communi qué was no | onger needed;
the Soviet Government intended to notivate its procedure as follows: the
Polish State had collapsed and no Ilonger existed; therefore all
agreenments concluded with Poland were void; third powers mght try to
profit by the chaos which had arisen; the Soviet Union considered itself
obligated to intervene to protect its UWkrainian and Wite Russian
brothers and make it possible for these unfortunate people to work in
peace.

The Soviet Government intended to publicize the above train of
thought by the radio, press, etc., imediately after the Red Arny had
crossed the border, and at the sane tine comunicate it in an official
note to the Polish Anbassador here and to all the missions here.

Mol otov conceded that the projected argunent of the Soviet
CGovernnent contained a note that was jarring to German sensibilities but
asked that in view of the difficult situation of the Soviet Government we
not let a trifle like this stand in our way. The Soviet Governnent
unfortunately saw no possibility of any other notivation, since the
Soviet Union had thus far not concerned itself about the plight of its
mnorities in Poland and had to justify abroad, in some way or other, its
present intervention.
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In conclusion, Mlotov urgently asked for an explanation of what
was to becone of Vilna. The Soviet Governnent absolutely wanted to avoid
a clash with Lithuania and would, therefore, like to know whether some
agreenent had been reached with Lithuania regarding the Vilna region,
particularly as to who was to occupy the city.

SCHUL ENBURG
* k% k% % %
Franmes 69772-69773, serial 127

The CGerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 17, 1939.
SECRET

No. 372 of Septenber 17



Ref erence ny tel egram No. 371 of Septenber 16.

Stalin received me at 2 o'clock at night in the presence of Mblotov
and Voroshilov and declared that the Red Arny would cross the Soviet
border this norning at 6 o'clock along the whole line from Polozk to
Kamenet z- Podol sk.

In order to avoid incidents, Stalin urgently requested that we see
to it that German planes as of today do not fly east of the Bialystok-
Brest-Litovsk-Lenberg Line. Soviet planes would begin today to bonb the
district east of Lenberg.

| promised to do nmy best with regard to informng the German Air
Force but asked in view of the little time left that Soviet planes not
approach the above-nmentioned line too closely today.

The Soviet commission will arrive in Bialystok tomorrow or day
after tonorrow at the | atest.

Stalin read nme a note that is to be handed to the Polish Anbassador
tonight, to be sent in copy to all the nmissions in the course of the day
and then published. The note contains a justification for the Soviet
action. The draft read to ne contained three points unacceptable to us.
In answer to ny objections, Stalin with the utnpst readiness so altered
the text that the note now seens satisfactory for us. Stalin stated that
the issuance of a German-Sovi et communi qué coul d not be consi dered before
two or three days.

In future all mlitary matters that cone up are to be handled by
Li eutenant General Koéstring directly w th Voroshil ov.

SCHULENBURG
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Franme 111596, serial 103

The Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 17, 1939-8:23 a. m
Recei ved Septenber 17, 1939-8:45 a. m

No. 374 of Septenber 17
Ref erence your telegramof the 16th, No. 358. [42]

On the occasion of ny visit of today, Stalin informed me that the
Turki sh Governnent had proposed to the Soviet Governnent the conclusion
of an assistance pact that was to apply to the Straits and the Bal kans.
The Turkish Governnent desires a pact with a restrictive clause whereby
Turkey in rendering aid to the Soviet Union would be obligated only to
such actions as are not directed agai nst Engl and and France.

The Soviet GCovernment is not greatly edified by the Turkish
proposal and is considering proposing a clause to the Turkish Governnent
to the effect that the Soviet Union on its part would not be obligated to
any action directed against Germany. Stalin requested our reaction to



this idea, but nmade it clearly evident that he considered the conclusion
of the assistance pact in suitable form as very advantageous, since
Turkey would in that case surely remain neutral. Voroshilov, who was
present, added that such a pact would be a "hook" by which Turkey could
be pulled away from France. Request instructions.

SCHULENBURG

* kK % %

Frame 111597, serial 103

Menorandum by the State Secretary in the Gernman Foreign Ofice
(Wei zsacker)

BERLI N, Septenber 18, 1939.

To the Ofice of the Reich Foreign Mnister with the request to
transmit the following to the train for the Reich Foreign Mnister:

Reaction to telegram No. 374 from Mscow regardi ng Turko-Russian
assi stance pact:

The matter should be discussed openly with the Italians. |f they
agree the Soviet Government could be told that we concur in the basic
idea, but parity would be preserved only if the Soviet Covernnent were
not obligated to action against Gernmany, ltaly, and Bul garia.

VEI ZSACKER
[42] Not printed.
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Frame 23373, serial 34

The Gerrman Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT

Moscow, Septenber 18, 1939-3:59 p. m
Recei ved Septenber 18, 1939-5:45 P. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 385 of Septenber 18

In the course of the conversation which | had this evening wth
Stalin about the dispatch of a Soviet commission to Bialystok, as well as
the publication of a joint comruniqué, Stalin said, sonewhat suddenly,
that on the Soviet side there were certain doubts as to whether the
German Hi gh Command at the appropriate tinme would stand by the Mscow

agreenent and would withdraw to the line that had been agreed upon
(Pissa-Narew Vistula-San). | replied with enphasis that of course Cernany
was firmy determined to fulfill the terns of the Mscow agreenents

precisely, and | referred to point 2 of the communication made by me to
Mol ot ov on Septenber 16 in accordance with the instructions of the Reich



Foreign Mnister (see telegram No. 360 of Septenber 15 from there). |
declared that it would be suitable for the High Conmand to withdraw to
the line which had been agreed upon since, in this way, troops could be
made available for the western front. Stalin replied that he had no doubt
at all of the good faith of the German Governnent. His concern was based

on the well-known fact that all nilitary nmen are loath to give up
occupied territories. At this point the German Mlitary Attaché here,
Li eutenant General Kostring, interjected that the German armed forces
would do just as the Fihrer ordered. In view of Stalin's well-known
attitude of mistrust, | would be gratified if | were authorized to nake a

further declaration of such a nature as to renove his | ast doubts.

SCHULENBERG

*kkk*k

Franes 69766- 69770, serial 127

Menor andum by Counsel or of Legation Hilger of the German Enbassy in the
Sovi et Union

Re: Publication of joint Soviet-Gernman communi qué.

On Septenmber 17 at 3 p. m, the draft of a joint German-Soviet
comuni qué was transnitted by telephone with instructions to obtain the
consent of the Soviet Governnent to the publication of such a com
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muni qué on Septenber 18. The text of this draft is enclosed (enclosure
1).

On Septenber 17 at 11:30 p. m, the Anbassador submitted the draft
to Herr Mlotov for approval. The latter stated that he would have to
consult with Herr Stalin on the matter. Herr Stalin, who was called on
the tel ephone by Herr Ml otov, declared that in his opinion, too, a joint
communi qué had to be issued, but that he could not entirely agree to the
text proposed by us since it presented the facts all too frankly [da es
den Tatbestand mt allzu grosser Ofenheit darlege]. Thereupon Herr
Stalin wote out a new draft in his own hand and asked that the consent
of the German Covernment be obtained to this new draft. (See enclosure
2.)

On Septenber 18 at 12:30 a. m, | comunicated to Under State
Secretary Gaus the text of the Soviet draft. Herr Gaus stated that he
could not of his own accord declare hinself on the matter and had to
ascertain the decision of the Reich Foreign Mnister.

On Septenber 18 at 12 o' clock noon, the Chief of the Ofice of the
M nister, Herr Kordt, called up on the telephone and inforned nme as
fol | ows:

"W agree to Russian proposal concerning communiqué and shall
publish the communiqué in this form Tuesday in the nobrning papers.
Ri bbentrop. "

| imrediately transmitted the above communication by tel ephone to
Herr Mol otov's secretary.

On Septenber 18 at 2:05 p. m, Herr Kordt called up again and
i nformed Counsel or of Enbassy von Tippel skirch as foll ows:



"The comuniqué wll be published by us in sonme of the evening
papers. Pl ease advise the offices concerned."

| imediately apprised Herr Mlotov's secretary of the above-
ment i oned comuni cati on al so.

Two hours later the text of the conmmuni qué appeared on the tel etype
and was al so broadcast over the Gernman short-wave radio.

Moscow, Septenber 18, 1939.

Herewith nost respectfully submitted
to the Anbassador
to the Counsel or of Enbassy

H LCER

On Septenber 18 at 7:15 p. m, Herr Gaus called up and asked
whet her t he conmmuni qué woul d be published today in the Russian
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evening papers. If not, it should be broadcast today over the Soviet
radio. The Reich Foreign Mnister was very anxious that this be done. |
told Herr Gaus that today, because it was the Russian Sunday, no evening
papers had appeared; that | would inform them further regarding the
radio. At 8:00 p. m | was able to let Herr Gaus know that the Sovi et
radi o had broadcast the communi qué several tinmes since 4:00 p. m

HI [ LGER]
SEPTEMBER 18.
(Encl osure 1)
Draft of a Joint Gernman-Soviet Communi qué

In view of the internal incapacity of the Polish State and of the
di ssension of the populations living in its forner territory, the Reich
Governnent and the Government of the U S. S. R consider it necessary to
bring to an end the intolerable political and economc conditions
existing in these territories. They regard it as their joint duty to
restore peace and order in these areas which are naturally of interest to
them and to bring about a new order by the creation of natural frontiers
and vi abl e econom ¢ organi zations.

(Encl osure 2) [43]

In order to avoid all kinds of wunfounded runors concerning the
respective ains of the German and Soviet forces which are operating in
Pol and, the Governnent of the German Reich and the Governnment of the U.
S. S. R declare that the operations of these forces do not involve any
ainse which are contrary to the interests of Gernmany and of the Soviet
Union, or to the spirit or the letter of the Non-aggression Pact
concl uded between Germany and the U S. S. R On the contrary, the aim of
these forces is to restore peace and order in Poland, which had been
destroyed by the collapse of the Polish State, and to help the Polish
popul ation to reconstruct the conditions of its political existence.



[43] A note in Schulenburg's hand reads: "Stalin draft. Septenber 18,
'39."

Page 101

* kK k%

Frame 23374, serial 34

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in the Soviet
Uni on ( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

BERLI N, Septenber 19, 1939.
(Sent from Special Train Septenber 19-4:37 p. m)

For the Anbassador personally.
Ref erence your telegram No. 385.

| request that you tell Herr Stalin that you reported to Berlin
about your conference with him and that you are now expressly directed
by me to informhimthat the agreenents which | nade on the authorization
of the Fihrer at Mscow will, of course, be kept, and that they are
regarded by us as the foundation stone of the new friendly relations
bet ween Gernmany and the Sovi et Union

RI BBENTROP

* kK k%

Frame 111608, serial 103

The Cerman Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the German
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

STRI CTLY SECRET
Moscow, Septenber 20, 1939-2:23 a. m
Recei ved Septenber 20, 1939-4:55 a. m

No. 395 of Septenber 19

Mol otov stated to nme today that the Soviet Government now
considered the tine ripe for it, jointly with the German CGovernnent, to
establish definitively the structure of the Polish area. In this regard,
Mol otov hinted that the original inclination entertained by the Soviet
Governnent and Stalin personally to permt the existence of a residual
Pol and had given way to the inclination to partition Po]land along the
Pi ssa- Narew Vi stul a- San Line. The Soviet Governnent w shes to conmmence
negotiations on this matter at once, and to conduct themin Mscow, since
such negotiations nust be conducted on the Soviet side by persons in the
hi ghest positions of authority, who cannot |eave the Soviet Union.
Request tel egraphic instructions.

SCHULENBURG



Page 102

*kkk*k

Franmes 69721-69722, serial 127

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)

Tel egram

STRI CTLY SECRET
BERLI N Sept enber 23, 1939-3:40 a. m
Recei ved Moscow Sept enber 23, 1939-11:05 a. m

No. 417 of Septenber 22

Reference your telegram No. 295 [395?]. For the Anbassador
personal | y.

W, too, consider the time now ripe to establish by treaty jointly
with the Soviet Government the definitive structure of the Polish area.
The Russian idea of a border line along the well-known Four-Rivers Line
coincides in general with the view of the Reich Government. It was ny
original intention to invite Herr Mlotov to Germany in order to
fornmulate this treaty. In view of your report that the |eadi ng personages
there cannot |eave the Soviet Union, we agree to negotiations in Mscow.
Contrary to my original purpose of entrusting you wth these
negotiations, | have decided to fly to Mscow nyself. This particularly
because-in view of the full powers granted ne by the Fihrer, thus nmaking
it possible to dispense with counter-inquiries, etc.-negotiations can be
brought to a speedier conclusion. In view of the general situation, ny
sojourn in Moscow will have to be linmted to one or two days at the nost.
Pl ease call on Herren Stalin and Mdlotov and wire nme earliest proposed
dat e.

* kK x %k

Franme 111625, serial 103

The German Ambassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram
VERY URGENT
Moscow, Septenber 25, 1939-10:58 p. m
Recei ved Septenber 26, 1939-12:30 a. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 442 of Septenber 25

Stalin and Mol otov asked ne to cone to the Kremlin at 8 p. m
today. Stalin stated the following: In the final settlenent of the Polish
question anything that in the future mght create friction be-
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tween Germany and the Soviet Union nust be avoided. From this point of



view, he considered it wong to |eave an independent Polish runp state.
He proposed the following: From the territory to the east of the
demarcation line, all the Province of Lublin and that portion of the
Provi nce of Warsaw which extends to the Bug should be added to our share.
In return, we should waive our claimto Lithuania.

Stalin designated this suggestion as a subject for the forthcom ng
negotiations with the Reich Foreign Mnister and added that, if we
consented, the Soviet Union would i mediately take up the solution of the
problem of the Baltic countries in accordance with the Protocol of August
23, and expected in this matter the unstinting support of the German
Governnent. Stalin expressly indicated Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania,
but did not nention Finland.

| replied to Stalin that | would report to nmy Governnent.

SCHULENBURG
Frame 111637, serial 103
The German Foreign Ofice to the German Enbassy in the Soviet Union
Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLI N, Septenber 27, 1939.

No. 435
For Reich Foreign Mnister in person!

Tel egram from Tallinn No. 163 of the 26th for Arny Hi gh Command,
Attaché Section:

The Estonian Chief of Staff informed ne of the Russian demand for
an alliance. He stated that a naval base at Baltischport and an air base
on the Estonian islands were denanded by Russia. The General Staff
reconmended acceptance of the demands as Gernman aid was nost unlikely,
hence the situation could only become worse. On Septenber 25 and 26,
Russian aircraft carried out extensive flights over Estonian territory.
The Ceneral Staff gave orders not to fire on aircraft in order not to
prejudice the situation. ROssing. [44] Frohwein. [45]

BRUCKLNVEI ER

[44] German Mlitary Attaché in Estonia.
[45] German Mnister in Estonia.
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The German Foreign Ofice to the German Enbassy in the Soviet Union

Tel egram



VERY URGENT
BERLI N, Septenber 27, 1939.

No. 436

For Reich Foreign Mnister in person.
Tel egram from Hel si nki No. 245 of the 26th:

The Foreign Mnister notified ne of denands nmade by Russia on
Estonia and observed that Finland was prepared to inprove her relations
with Russia, but would never accept such demands and would rather let it
come to the worst.

| pointed to the difference between the position of Estonia and
that of Finland and advised the Foreign Mnister to seek the security of
his country in good relations with Germany and Russi a.

The Foreign M nister agreed and enphasized conplete elimnation of
English influence fromthe Baltic area. Bl lcher. [46]

[46] German M nister in Finland.

BRUCKLMVEI ER
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Frames 111639-111640, serial 103
The Gernman Foreign Ofice to the Gernman Enbassy in the Soviet Union
Tel egram

VERY URGENT
BERLI N, Septenber 27, 1939.

No. 437

For Reich Foreign Mnister in person.
Tel egram from Reval No. 164 of the 26th:

The Foreign Mnister conveyed a request to informthe Reich Foreign
M nister of the following, if possible before his departure for Mdscow.

The Estonian Governnent, under the gravest threat of inm nent
attack, perforce is prepared to accept a mnmlitary alliance with the
Soviet Union. Mnister Selter with staff will fly to Mscow tonorrow,
Wednesday, to negotiate. Aim of negotiation: Framing of a treaty in such
manner that the sovereignty and internal security of the country are
preserved and the Estonian non-aggression pact kept intact. Hence they
i ntended to propose, in connection with the nutual assistance obligation
of the contracting parties, to except the existing non-aggression pacts
with third countries. It is further desired that naval and air bases
shoul d be made available only in case of war, when assistance obligation
cones into play; in peace tine as far as possible only preparation of the
bases. The Russians first demanded Reval as a naval base, but seem
prepared to agree to Baltischport or a port on Gsel. The Estonians w sh
if possible to grant air bases only on island.
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The general tendency is to neet the demands only as far as
necessary to prevent an attack and naintain existing good relations with
Germany. Frohwei n.

BRUCKLNVEI ER
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Frame 281527, serial 838
Ti net abl e of Ribbentrop's Second Visit to Moscow [47]

Sept enber 27, 1939
Arrival at airport 6 p. m
First nmeeting 10 p. m to 1 a. m
Sept enber 28, 1930
Meeting resuned 3 to 6:30 p. m
D nner at Krenlin.
One act of ballet (Swan Lake);
Stalin nmeanwhile negotiated with
t he Latvi ans.
Meeting resumed at mi dni ght.
Signing at 5 a. m
Af t er war ds reception for t he
del egation at Anbassador's til
about 6:30 a. m
Sept enber 29, 1939
Departure by air 12:40 p. m

[47] Found in the papers of Under State Secretary Hencke.
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Franmes 0332-0331 [sic], serial F 2
Ger man- Sovi et Boundary and Friendship Treaty

The Governnent of the Gernman Reich and the Governnment of the
U S. S R consider it as exclusively their task, after the collapse of the
fornmer Polish state, to re-establish peace and order in these territories
and to assure to the peoples living there a peaceful life in keeping with
their national character. To this end, they have agreed upon the
fol | owi ng:

ARTI CLE |I.

The Governnent of the Gernman Reich and the Governnment of the
U S.S.R deternine as the boundary of their respective national interests
in the territory of the fornmer Polish state the line marked on the
attached map, which shall be described in nore detail in a supplenentary
protocol . [48]

[48] Not printed here.
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ARTICLE I1.

Both parties recognize the boundary of the respective nationa
interests established in article | as definitive and shall reject any



interference of third powers in this settlenent.

ARTICLE I11.
The necessary reorganization of public admnistration wll be
effected in the areas west of the line specified in article |I by the

Governnent of the German Reich, in the areas east of this line by the
Governnment of the U S. S R

ARTI CLE | V.

The Governnent of the German Reich and the Governnent of the
US SR regard this settlement as a firm foundation for a progressive
devel opnent of the friendly relations between their peoples.

ARTI CLE V.

This treaty shall be ratified and the ratifications shall be
exchanged in Berlin as soon as possible. The treaty beconmes effective
upon signature.

Done in duplicate, in the Gernan and Russi an | anguages.
MOSCOW Sept enber 28, 1939.

For the Governnent of the Gernman Reich:
J. RI BBENTROP

By authority of the Governnent of the U S S R:
W MOLOTOW

*kkk*k

Frane 0319, serial F 2
Confidential Protocol

The Covernnment of the U S.S.R shall place no obstacles in the way
of Reich nationals and other persons of German descent residing in the
territories under its jurisdiction, if they desire to mgrate to Gernany
or to the territories under German jurisdiction. It agrees that such
renoval s shall be carried out by agents of the Government of the Reich in
cooperation with the conpetent |ocal authorities and that the property
rights of the emigrants shall be protected.

A corresponding obligation is assuned by the Governnent of the
German Reich in respect to the persons of Ukrainian or Wite Russian
descent residing in the territories under its jurisdiction.

MOSCOW Sept enber 28, 1939.

For the Governnent of the Gernman Reich:
J. RI BBENTROP

By authority of the Governnent of the U S S R:
W MOLOTOW
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Franmes 0326-0325 [sic], serial F 2



Secret Suppl enentary Protocol

The wundersigned Plenipotentiaries declare the agreenent of the
Governnent of the Gernan Reich and the CGovernnent of the U S.S. R upon
the foll ow ng:

The Secret Supplementary Protocol signed on August 23, 1939, shall
be anended in item 1l to the effect that the territory of the Lithuanian
state falls to the sphere of influence of the US S. R, while, on the
other hand, the province of Lublin and parts of the province of Wrsaw
fall to the sphere of influence of Germany (cf. the map attached to the
Boundary and Friendship Treaty signed today). As soon as the Governnent
of the U S. S R shall take special neasures on Lithuanian territory to
protect its interests, the present German-Lithuanian border, for the
purpose of a natural and sinple boundary delineation, shall be rectified
in such a way that the Lithuanian territory situated to the sout hwest of
the Iine marked on the attached nmap should fall to Gernany.

Further it is declared that the econom c agreenents now in force
bet ween Germany and Lithuania shall not be affected by the neasures of
the Soviet Union referred to above.

Moscow, Septenber 28, 1939.

For the Governnment of the German Reich:
J. RI BBENTROP

By authority of the

of the US S . R:
W MOLOTOW

* %k k% k%
Franme 0329, serial F 2
Secret Suppl enentary Protocol

The undersigned plenipotentiaries, on concluding the Gernman-Russian
Boundary and Friendship Treaty, have declared their agreenent upon the

fol | owi ng:
Both parties will tolerate in their territories no Polish agitation
which affects the territories of the other party. They wll suppress in

their territories all beginnings of such agitation and inform each other
concerning suitable neasures for this purpose.

MOSCOW Sept enber 28, 1939.

For the Governnent of the Gernman Reich:
J. RI BBENTROP

By authority of the Governnent of the U S S R:
W MOLOTOW
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Decl aration of the Government of the German Reich and the Governnent of
the U S.S.R of Septenmber 28, 1939

After the Governnent of the German Reich and the Governnment of the
U S.S.R have, by neans of the treaty signed today, definitively settled
the problens arising from the collapse of the Polish state and have
thereby created a sure foundation for a lasting peace in Eastern Europe,
they nutually express their conviction that it would serve the true
interest of all peoples to put an end to the state of war existing at
present between Gernmany on the one side and England and France on the
other. Both Governnents wll therefore direct their comon efforts,
jointly with other friendly powers if occasion arises, toward attaining
this goal as soon as possible.

Shoul d, however, the efforts of the two Governnents remain
fruitless, this would denonstrate the fact that England and France are
responsible for the continuation of the war, whereupon, in case of the
continuation of the war, the Governments of Germany and of the U S S R
shal |l engage in nmutual consultations with regard to necessary neasures.

Moscow, Septenber 08, 1939.

For the Government of the German Reich:
J. RI BBENTROP

By authority of the Governnent of the U S S R:
W MOLOTOW

*kkk*k

Franmes 211596-211597, serial 388

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Chairman of the Council of People's
Commi ssars of the Soviet Union (Ml otov)

Moscow, Septenber 28, 1939.

MR CHAIRMAN: | have the honor to acknow edge receipt of vyour
letter of today, in which you communicate to ne the foll ow ng:

"Wth reference to our conversations | have the honor to confirm
herewith that the Governnent of the US.SSR is willing on the basis and
in the sense of the general political understanding reached by us, to
pronote by all neans the trade relations and the exchange of goods
between Germany and the U . S.S.R To this end an econonic program wll be
drawn up by both parties, under which the Soviet Union will supply raw
materials to Germany, for which Gernmany, in turn, will nake conmpensation
t hrough delivery of manufactured goods over an
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extended period. Both parties shall frame this econonic programin such a
manner that the German-Soviet exchange of goods will again reach the
hi ghest volune attained in the past.

Both Governnents will at once issue the necessary directives for

the inplenentation of the nmeasures nentioned and arrange that the
negoti ati ons are begun and brought to a conclusion as soon as possible."

In the nanme and by authority of the Governnent of the Gernman Reich



| amin accord with this comunication and informyou that the Governnent

of the German Reich in turn will take the necessary steps for this
pur pose.
Accept, M. Chairman, the renewed assurance of ny highest

consi der ati on.

VON RI BBENTROP

* kK % %

Franes 0322-0321 [sic], serial F 2

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Chairman of the Council of People's
Conmi ssars of the Soviet Union. (Mlotov)

CONFI DENTI AL
Moscow, Septenber 28, 1939.

MR CHAIRVAN. | have the honor to acknow edge receipt of your
| etter of today, wherein you conmunicate to ne the foll ow ng:

"Inplenenting ny letter of today about the formulation of a common
econom ¢ program the Governnent of the U S SR wll see to it that
German transit traffic to and from Runmania by way of the Upper Silesia-
Lenberg-Kol onea railroad line shall be facilitated in every respect. The
two Governments wll, in the framework of the proposed trade
negoti ati ons, make arrangenents w thout delay for the operation of this
transit traffic. The same will apply to the German transit traffic to and
fromlran, to and from Afghanistan as well as to and from the countries
of the Far East.

"Furthernore, the CGovernnent of the U S S. R declares that it is
willing. in addition to the quantity of oil previously agreed upon or to
be agreed wupon hereafter, to supply a further quantity of oil
commensurate with the annual production of the oil district of Drohobycz
and Boryslav, with the proviso that one half of this quantity shall be
supplied to Germany fromthe oil fields of the aforesaid oil district and
the other half from other oil districts of the U S S.R As conpensation
for these supplies of oil, the U S S R wuld accept German supplies of
hard coal and steel piping."

| take note of this communication with satisfaction and concur in
it in the nane of the Governnent of the German Reich.

Accept, M. Chairman, the renewed assurance of ny highest
consi der ati on.
VON RI BBENTROP
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| V. GERMAN- SOVI ET CO- OPERATI ON, OCTOBER 2, 1939- MAY 29, 1940
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Frames 111659-111660, serial 103

The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernman Anbassador in the Soviet Union
( Schul enbur g)



Tel egram
BERLI N, October 2, 1939.

No. 475
For the Anbassador

Pl ease inform Mlotov at once that according to reports | have
received the Turkish Government would hesitate to conclude an assistance
pact with France and England, if the Soviet Union enphatically opposed
it. In nmy opinion, as already stated several tines, it would also be in
the Russian interest, on account of the question of the Straits, to
forestall a tie-up of Turkey with England and France. | was therefore
particularly anxious for the Russian Government to proceed in that
direction, in order to dissuade Turkey from the final conclusion of
assistance pacts with the Western powers and to settle this at once in
Moscow. No doubt, the best solution at the noment would be the return of
Turkey to a policy of absolute neutrality while confirnmng existing
Russi an- Tur ki sh agreenents.

Prompt and final diversion of Turkey from the projected Anglo-
French treaty, said to have been recently initialed, would also clearly
be in keeping with the peace offensive agreed upon in Mscow, as thereby
anot her country would withdraw fromthe Angl o- French canp.

Rl BBENTROP
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Frame 111660, serial 103
The Reich Foreign Mnister to the Gernan Anbassador in Turkey (Papen)

Tel egr am
BERLI N, Cctober 2, 1939.

No. 352

Anbassador Schul enburg received the follow ng instructions: Insert
text of [preceding telegram. End of instruction
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| request that you, for your part, likewise do your best to
forestall the final conclusion of the assistance pact between Turkey and
the Western powers. In this matter you also might point to the strong
Russian aversion to a unilateral commtnent of Turkey and explain that
the conclusion of the assistance pact under present war conditions would
necessarily be viewed differently by Gernmany than before the outbreak of
t he war.

Frame 233367, serial 495

Menorandum by the State Secretary in the German Foreign O fice
(Wi zsacker)



BERLI N, Cctober 2, 1939.
St. S. Nr. 769

The Finnish Mnister today requested nme to clarify the significance
of the arrangenent of spheres of influence between Gernany and Russia; he
was particularly interested in knowi ng what effect the Mdscow agreenents
m ght have on Finl and.

| reminded the Mnister that a short tine ago Finland, as is well
known, had rejected our proposal to conclude a non-aggression pact.
Perhaps this was now regretted in Helsinki. For the rest, now as then it
is the wish of Germany to live with Finland on the best and nobst friendly
terns and, particularly in the econom c sphere, to effect as extensive an
exchange of goods as possible. If Herr Wiorinaa felt uneasy about Finland
because of the Estonian incident and Herr Munters' [49] trip to Mscow,
announced today, | would have to tell himthat I was not informed as to
Moscow s policies vis-a-vis Finland. But | felt that worries over Finland
at this tine are not warranted.

The Mnister then spoke of the Cano visit. In this connection |
remarked that after the conpletion of the Polish canpaign we had
undoubtedly arrived at an inportant juncture in the war. The announced
convocation of the Reichstag pointed to a statenent from the Governnent
in which the idea would surely be expressed that we regarded as sensel ess
any opening of real hostilities in the Wst. O course, should the
Western powers fail to seize the opportunity for peace, one would
probably have to resign oneself to a bitter struggle.

VEI ZSACKER
[49] Latvian Foreign minister.
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The German Anbassador in the Soviet Union (Schul enburg) to the Gernan
Foreign Ofice

Tel egram

VERY URGENT

Moscow, Cctober 3, 1939-7:04 p. m
Recei ved October 3, 1939-11:10 p. m
STRI CTLY SECRET

No. 463 of Cctober 3

Mol otov sunmoned ne to his office at 2 p. m today, i